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John Tomsett, headteacher of
Huntington School, York, is the
first chair of the Headteachers'

Roundtable.
Mr Tomsett co-founded the education

think-tank in 2012, prompted by 'growing
frustration' with the government's
education policy and opposition response
to it. Membership has grown through
Twitter.

Mr Tomsett says his goal is to "keep
the think-tank working' and ensure its
'presence' when policymakers "make
policy'.

"It is really easy to criticise ... what
we need to do is come up with solutions
focused on supporting the policymakers.

'We also want to ensure that they
understand what it is like for someone
on the ground; what it looks like from
our point of view. We want to help them,
rather than sit on the sidelines and whinge
and criticise."

Mr Tomsett has been teaching for 27
years. He has an English degree from the
University of York, followed by a PGCE at
the University of Sussex.

Dr Ian Stockford has been appointed
the new executive director for general
qualifications at Ofqual.

He joined the exams regulator in
2014 as deputy director of research and
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analysis but will now oversee its general
qualifications directorate, which has
responsibility for qualification design and
standards.

"We are in the process of delivering a
programme of reform where new A-levels
and GCSEs are being developed.

'Part of my role will be to oversee
development and application of regulations
to ensure the quality of qualifications
and assessments developed by the exam
boards."
Although Dr Stockford has no classroom

experience, he tutored and supervised
undergraduate, masters and PhD students
when he was a senior research Iellow tit the
University of Nottingham. lie was elise head
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of research at exam board AQA.
His first degree was a masters in electronic

engineering at the University of Nottingham
followed by a PhD, again at Nottingham, in
optical engineering.

predicted to get in their SATs. That won't
change.'
She says she will still teach on the odd

occasion because 'a large part of my role is
improving teaching and you need to stay
an outstanding practitioner if you are to
command the respect of teachers.

'There is nothing more irritating than an
unqualified person judging teachers.'
Ms Mills and Mr Blaney have worked

closely together for 17 years.
He says: "I have the very same high

aspirations las Ms Mills] for our students.
'Iwant them to develop as well-rounded

Individuals, and I want all of them to leave
us Cunyprepared to take their place and be
able to compete on the world stage."

Helena Mills, the former headteacher of
Burnt Mill Academy, Essex, has started in her
new role as head of Burnt Mill Co-operative
Academy Trust.

She has been replaced by John Blaney, the
academy's former associate headteacher.
Ms Mills win now spend half a day in each

of the trusts' six schools but she says her
focus wlUSlay the same
"I know the name of every year 6 child
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