
Star, T h u r s d a y, July 23, 2015 7harlowstar.co.uk HSH-EO1-S2

STUDENTS from Stewards
Academy took part in their own
version of Who Wants to be a
Millionaire as part of a reading
challeng e.

Instead of answering quiz
questions, students from Years
Seven to Ten read for victory
with each year aiming to read a
combined one million words.

Collectively the school read
more than 60 million words
across 890 books which they
logged and kept track on
through a calculating
ap p l i c at i o n .

BLUE PLAQUE: Lady Gwen Kao with, from left, Saul Lintonbon-
Baker, Marcus Yeo, Chloe White and Katherine Elliot

Wife of top
engineer
pays visit to
new college
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Not ‘S ATs ’ on their
laurels: Joy at new
set of exam results
Primaries hail impressive performance
William Mata
william.mata@hertsessexnews.co.uk

PRIMARY schools paid tribute to
the hard work of students and
staff after impressive Year 6 SAT
results across Harlow.

All of the primary schools that
released their results saw a large
percentage of students achieve
the benchmark Level Four grade
for the end of year exams.

Children are expected to
achieve Level Four in reading and
mathematics before they leave for
secondary school.

Va r y
Schools vary in their choice of a

third exam.
Freshwaters Primary Academy

performed particularly impress-
ively with 91 per cent of pupils
achieving Level Four in math-
ematics just two years after fail-
ing an Ofsted inspection.

Meanwhile 94 per cent of stu-
dents at Cooks Spinney secured
the benchmark grade in math-
ematics, up from 74 per cent last
year, while 98 per cent met the
standard in reading, compared to
78 per cent last time.

Stuart Pope, head of Cooks

Spinney, said: “These are the best
ever results for us. We are up in all
areas and progress is brilliant.

“The children have been amaz-
ing and worked so hard, while
staff have worked tirelessly to get
these results.”

Purford Green Primary School
performed above par with a result
of 72 per cent across the board and
Hare Street took three scores of 97
per cent for reading, mathematics
and SPAG (spelling, punctuation

and grammar).
Hare Street head Tim Voss said:

“We are delighted with the hard
work the children have put in and
the fantastic results achieved, it
was very impressive.”

The results of Holy Cross, who
scored 93 per cent for reading and
mathematics, look even better
when considering 57 per cent of
students achieved reading at
Level Five. Holy Cross pupils took
the SPAG test and 87 per cent of
pupils achieved a Level Four, 47
per cent a Level Five and one girl
even achieved Level Six.

Year Six teacher Kirsty Noonan
said: “I am unbelievably proud of
them, their results were well
above average.”

Little Parndon also achieved
good results with 89 per cent hit-
ting the goal in reading and math-
ematics with Roydon Primary
clocking an all-time high 92 per
cent pass rate for reading, math-
ematics and science.

Suzanne Ryan, head of Kath-
erine’s, who did not disclose its
results, said: “We are ecstatic, the
results are well above expecta-
tion”
■ The Star approached all Harlow
primary schools for their results.

HOORAY: Joy for pupils and staff
Kieran Whelan, Tim Voss and Ben
Gray at Hare Street Primary
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Millionaires of a different kind here...

THE wife of celebrated engineer
Charles Kao, who invented
fibre-optic technology in
Harlow, was impressed when
she visited the new college
named after her husband.

Lady Gwen Kao shared her
life experiences with students of
the recently opened Charles Kao
University Technical College
and toured the town centre with
some of the 14-19 year olds who
study at the Velizy Avenue
colle ge.

Deputy principal Gareth
Williams led Lady Kao to the
blue plaque to commemorate
her husband’s achievements in
H a rl ow ’s Water Gardens.

He said: “It was an honour to
welcome Lady Kao to Sir
Charles Kao UTC.

“I am pleased she enjoyed her
visit and meeting our hard-
working students and I would
like to thank her for her kind
donation of a signed memoir
from Sir Charles.”

The pair were married in 1959
and joined the Standard
Te l e c o m m u n i c at i o n s
Laboratories in Harlow during
the 1960s.

She is now a carer for Sir
Charles, who was diagnosed
with Alzhemier’s disease in
2002.

AT THE READY: Bookworms at
Stewards Academy


