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In brief

On the run for a
worthy cause...
H A R L OW: Children and
teachers at a primary school
were joined by parents in a fun
run to raise funds for Cancer
Research UK.

The event at Freshwaters
Primary Academy saw all those
taking part complete a 1km route
around school grounds.

More than £1,200 was raised
and the run was such a success
that it will be repeated next year.

Learning mentor Janet
Lankester said: “It was
wonderful to see so many
parents join their children to
run and raise money, with many
more supporting their child’s
efforts by helping them to get
s p o n s o r s h i p. ”

He’s a cut above
H A R L OW: Trainee hairdresser
Lewis Sensom has been named
Student Of The Year at Hertford
Regional College.

The 20-year-old, from Brook
Lane, Sawbridgeworth, works
four days a week at Mr Mark’s
salon in Post Office Walk,
Harlow, and has recently
finished a two-year Level 2
apprenticeship at HRC.

Education

Head hails improvements
after inspection by Ofsted
Primary school showing signs of progress in three out of five key areas

St Luke’s receives ‘good’ rating

William Mata
william.mata@hertsessexnews.co.uk

A HARLOW primary school has proved to
Ofsted inspectors that it is making pro-
gress following a recent inspection.

When Cooks Spinney Primary was last
inspected in September 2013 it was found to
be failing in three out of four key areas and
was given a ‘requires improvement’ r at -
ing.

A team of inspectors returned to the
school last month to carry out a two-day
inspection, the results of which were that
the school received a rating of ‘good’ in
three of five key areas.
However, it has been told that it still
requires improvement.

After the visit, the first since the school
became part of the Burnt Mill Co-operative
Academy Trust, the three inspectors said it
was well-led and managed and added the
new senior leadership team displayed a
clear understanding of what needed to be
done to improve pupils’ a ch i eve m e n t s.

“In a relatively short time, leaders have
begun to improve the quality of teaching
and pupils’ prog ress,” said their report.
“Pupils enjoy coming to school and attend-
ance has improved significantly. Pupils get
along well with each other and their beha-
viour is good.”

The school was rated good for leadership
and management, behaviour and safety of
pupils and early years provision. However,
inspectors said there was still room for

improvement in the quality of teaching and
the achievement of pupils.

“Although many pupils make the pro-
gress expected of them, progress in some
year groups is not good enough,” said the
report. “The most able pupils do not achi-
eve as well as they could because they are
not always challenged with harder work.

“Teachers do not all have high enough
expectations of the quality and quantity of
the work pupils can produce. Some activ-
ities for pupils lack urgency and pupils get
little done.”

The inspectors said teachers did not
always give pupils clear guidance on how to
improve their work while the way senior
leaders checked pupils’ progress against
the National Curriculum was not reliable.

Head of school Stuart Pope said: “We
were able to show the inspectors our strong
progress. The efforts we have put in and the
rapid changes we have made are clear to
s e e.

“The report is a fair reflection of the
school as it stands. We are getting it right
with the early years and outcomes are
improving. It’s the bit in the middle we now
need to work on.

“Our children are absolutely amazing
and they deserve the very best. They were
really well mannered and polite during the
inspection and happy to talk about their
e x p e r i e n c e s. ”

He added: “The fact we are aware of our
strengths and weaknesses was acknow-
ledged and that’s all we can ask for.”

ST Luke’s Catholic Academy, in Pyenest
Road, Harlow, is celebrating after Ofsted
awarded it a ‘good’ rating in all five key
areas following its latest inspection.

The inspectors’ report said teachers
prepared pupils well for life in modern
Britain while the curriculum made a
strong contribution to their spiritual,
moral, social and cultural development.

They also praised the positive
attitudes of pupils towards learning and
said behaviour was good with little time
wasted in lessons.

Teaching was described as good and

executive headteacher Anne Marie
McCann was applauded for promoting
high expectations of behaviour and
learning across the school, as a result
of which standards were rising.

After a previous inspection the
school was rated as ‘re q u i r i n g
i m p rove m e n t ’.

Ms McCann said: “The staff and
children have worked very hard to
achieve this judgement and look
forward to continuing to improve.

“We are now aiming for an
‘outstanding’ judg ement.”
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