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THREE teachers at schools in
Harlow have received national
recognition after winning Essex
Teaching Awards.

Winners from February's ETA
were put forward by Essex
County Council for this year's
Pearson Teaching Awards, a
national scheme celebrating
excellence in education.

Of those, 13 have now been
awarded Certificates of
Excellence in recognition of
their work. They include Joanna
Clark and Anne Slayford from
Burnt Mill Academy and Angela
Brister from William Martin
Primary School.

A ch i eve m e n t
Joanna and Angela won

lifetime achievement awards at
the ETAs while Anne took the
Secondary School Teacher title.

Cllr Ray Gooding, Essex
County Council’s cabinet
member for education and
lifelong learning, said: “I would
like to offer my congratulations
to all Essex teachers who have
been recognised through the
Pearson Teaching Awards.

“Following the success of
Essex Teaching Awards earlier
this year, it is excellent to now
see a number of our winners also
being recognised on a national
level. We are lucky to have some
fantastic teachers and support
staff at schools in this county
and these achievements are
testament to their hard work and
d e d i c at i o n . ”

PUPILS at Kingsmoor Academy
were taught some tips of the
trade during an enterprise day.

Children in Year 6 at the
Ployters Road primary took part
in the day run by the Young
Enterprise Company. They
learned about managing money,
giving a presentation and selling
and were also asked to come up
with ideas for an enterprise.

They worked together and
everyone received a certificate at
the end.

Year 6 teacher Angie Atkins
said: “For us it is important to
make children aware of the
business world and teach them
about the world of work as the
leave Kingsmoor and go into

secondary school.
“It was very successful and

children were excited and keen
to learn important new skills.”

Mrs Atkins added that
innovative projects like the
business day were key to moving
the school forward.

DOING THE BUSINESS: Martyna Jakstaite, Rhiannon Sleeth, James
Michael and Oliver Rust, all 11, with Raytheon engineer Andy Mitchell

Showing real enterprise at Kingsmoor

PUPILS at a Harlow secondary
school have marked the 200th
anniversary of Britain’s victory
over the Emperor Napoleon at
the Battle of Waterloo

Stewards Academy, in Parnall
Road, was one of 200 schools
chosen to be represented at the
bicentenary celebrations held in
St Paul’s Cathedral.

Year 8 pupil Emily Oliver
joined deputy headteacher Marie
Erwood at the ceremony which
was attended by Prince Charles,
the Duchess of Cornwall, Prince
Edward and the Duke and
Duchess of Gloucester.

“It was such an honour to be
invited to such a prestigious
event and to hear such moving

accounts of the Battle of
Wat e rl o o, ” said Emily.

Mrs Erwood added: “This is a
really memorable way to bring
history to life. During the
service we listened to

descendants of some of the men
who were in the battle as they
read accounts of the Battle of
Waterloo and its aftermath.”

Back at school, pupils Max
Leijs and Charlie Neville were
given the task of reaserching
local soldier Sergeant Joseph
Boulcott, who served as baggage
master for the Duke of
We l l i n g t o n .

Under the supervision of
history teacher Colin Hawk, the
boys rose to the challenge and
put all their research online into
a special Waterloo 200 e-book,
which can be found at
t h e o n l i n e b o o k c o m p a ny. c o m /
O n l i n e B o o k s / S ch o o l s Wat e rl o o /
To c / I n d e x .

Emily at St Paul’s for Waterloo ceremony

LONDON CALLING: Emily Oliver
flanked by ceremonial guards

Trio receive
teaching
excellence
certificates

William Mata
william.mata@hertsessexnews.co.uk

A GROUP of innovative students
at the Sir Charles Kao UTC in
Harlow have developed an app to
help pupils in Ghana learn
English.

The students were commis-
sioned by the Department for
Education to work on the project
to design an app that repurposes

old technology to operate a
receipt printer.

The app prints off randomised
text that enables young students
to practice their English.

It is expected the project will
expand beyond Ghana, helping
thousands of students throughout
the developing world,

Ashley Isbitt, a Year 12 student
who acted as group leader of the
project, said: “It was a new exper-
ience for all involved and will
greatly help other students devel-
op their programming knowledge
in a practical way.”

UTC principal Michael McK-
eaveney said: “I am incredibly
proud of the talent and skills
of our students, who success-
fully managed and completed

this project.
“Projects like this enable our

talented students to use their abil-
ities for the greater good. I am full
of pride with the effect on learn-
ing their app will have in other
parts of the world.”
■ STUDENTS at the UTC celeb-
rated National Women in Engin-
eering Day.

Fe m a l e
Despite the fact that girls often

achieve the best science results at
GCSE only six per cent of engin-
eers in the UK are female.

The college hosted various
activities to mark NWED, includ-
ing a discussion by a panel of
experts on the opportunities and
problems that face women enter-

ing the world of engineering.
UTC deputy principal Emma

Abegglen said: “Our students had
a fantastic day celebrating the
achievements of women engin-
eers and particularly enjoyed
listening to our esteemed panel.

“I hope that events like this can
work to increase the numbers of
women taking up careers in the
science, technology, engineering
and mathematics fields.

“We offer the best pathway into
the STEM (science, technology,
English and maths) field in Har-
low through our work with
employer partners and our innov-
ative and dynamic curriculum
and would encourage any stu-
dents with an interest in these
subjects to join our school.”

SMART: UTC students who
designed an app

Students’ language lessons
app is Ghana be a winner
New software prints randomised text to help foreign pupils learn

THE wartime spirit of dig for
victory came to the fore when
Cooks Spinney Primary School
in Harlow embarked on a new
allotment project.

A team of 13 volunteers gave
up a Saturday morning to create
the plots for each year group at
the school.

The project is being partly
funded by cash raised from the
s ch o o l ’s recent mini-marathon
and also from donations from
local businesses, B&Q and the
Van Hage Garden Centre.

Head of school Stuart Pope

said: “Pupils will now be
encouraged to grow their own
produce and understand that
process. It is a fundamental life
skill which we can now offer to
our children.

“The site of the allotments
was just a piece of ground but
now it is being put to great use.”

Picnic benches will be put in
place while pathways around
the school pond have been
cleared and secret gardens
created to inspire creating
writing and reading for
p l e a s u re.

Forks at the ready but
will children dig this?

DIGGING IN: Volunteers gave up a Saturday morning to create the plots at Cooks Spinney Primary
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