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Students from Helena 
Romanes School enjoyed a 
musical masterclass from 
an internationally-
acclaimed piano teacher.

The school, based in 
Parsonage Downs, wel-
comed Richard Meyrick 
who played for the chil-
dren as well as giving 
them hints and tips about 
top piano playing.

The event was offered to 

the school’s talented 
pianists, and one student, 
Madeline Howard from 
Year 10, impressed the 
showman so much that she 
was offered a private 
lesson in London. 

Known as the ‘pianoMan’, 
Mr Meyrick tours schools 
across the country.

Pani Charalambous, 
head of  music, said: “This 
visit was all about enthus-

ing and inspiring our 
children. They got to see 
someone perform to a very 
high standard and to learn 
from his knowledge. 

“I want our children  
to have a passion for 
learning about instru-
ments and to practice as 
much as possible. Richard 
showed them where hard 
work and dedication can 
take you.”

Students enjoy masterclass from piano star

 � Richard Meyrick plays to some students.

East Herts residents top 
the list for new arrivals
Uttlesford district saw an 
increase of  970 people in 2014, a 
new survey has found.

The Office of  National 
Statistics revealed that while 
4,440 people moved out of  the 
district, 5,410 moved in, with 
most arriving from East 
Hertfordshire. 

The figures also showed 1,000 
people joined the community 
between 2013 and 2014 from  
the neighbouring district, and 
the number of  residents  
bidding goodbye to East 
Hertfordshire in favour of  
Uttlesford has been steadily 
rising since 2011, when 700 people 
moved to the area. 

Others come from Epping 
Forest, Harlow and Braintree 
more than anywhere else, 
although people moving from 
Braintree has begun to decline in 
recent years, from 350 in 2012 to  a 

total of  310 last year.
Travelling the furthest, 

however, were 10 people from 
Northumberland who re-located 
to Uttlesford between 2013 and 
2014.

East Hertfordshire has  
not been sapped of  residents 
though; people moving out of  
Uttlesford are just as likely to 
move there. 

This too has been rising since 
2011 when just 400 moved to the 
area, but last year 550 people 
decided to try the neighbouring 
district. 

Although Harlow and Epping 
Forest residents are some of  the 
most likely to move to Uttlesford, 
the same cannot be said for those 
thinking of  moving out of  the 
district. 

Aside from East Hertfordshire, 
Braintree is the only area 
f e a t u r e d  i n  b o t h  
top-ranked lists, with 450 people 
moving there last year.

Revealing itself  as the under-
dog then, South Cambridgeshire 
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was revealed as a hit with  
residents moving out of  
Uttlesford, and 100 moved to 
Cambridge last year. 

Although it witnessed a dip in 
figures in 2012, going from 220 in 
2011 to 190, it has since seen a 
sharp increase. In 2013, 200 
people moved to the area, with 
another 270 heading there last 
year. 

The survey found that while 
neighbouring communities 
might be a popular location for 
post-Uttlesford residents, the 
same cannot be said for the rest 
of  the region. 

Uttlesford residents are least 
likely to move to Great 
Yarmouth, Peterborough, 
Norfolk, Broadland and 
Rochford. Just 10 residents 
moved to each area last  
year, making York and 
Manchester more desirable 
destinations after 50 residents 
re-located in 2014. In England 
and Wales, 8,900 people 
emigrated.


