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A stray dog is now sniffing out 
criminals on the front line of  
policing in Essex.

Orla, a springer spaniel-border 
collie cross, aged three, was 
taken in by kennels and donated 
the Police when staff  thought she 
had potential as a search dog.

When Orla first arrived at the 
force dog unit in Sandon she was 
extremely underweight, ridden 
with fleas, and her fur was so 
matted it had to be shaved off.

But she has now been nursed 
back to health and trained to find 
drugs, cash and weapons. 

Her handler Pc Paul Arthey 
spent three months bonding with 
Orla before beginning a further 
three-and-a-half  months of  
training.

Orla became licensed in June 
and joined the front-line, hunting 
for heroin, cocaine, cannabis as 
well as money, guns and 
ammunition.

Pc Arthey said: “Orla was very 
insecure. For the first month she 
wouldn’t venture any further 
than two metres away from me 
off  the lead.

She is a natural police dog. 
She’s so happy and has settled 
brilliantly into family life away 
from work. 

She lives contentedly with my 
German Shepherd police dog 
Kobi and is always ready and 
excited to go to work.”

Stray dog is now key member of team

GCSE pupils from The 
Helena Romanes School 
partied the night away at 
their summer prom to  
mark the end of  the  
school year.

Students gathered at 
Parklands Quendon Hall, a 
picturesque venue 
surrounded by 100 acres of  
deer park, for an evening of  
celebration.

The event followed the 

pupils’ final school assem-
bly, which saw songs and 
dances performed by the 
youngsters, along with 
several speeches.

Beverley Curran, director 
of  learning for Year 11, said: 
“The girls all looked stun-
ning in their dresses and the 
boys were all extremely 
handsome in their suits. The 
students were praised for 
their excellent behaviour by 

the venue staff. 
“It was an evening filled 

with dancing, laughter and 
really good food. 

“The students now await 
their GCSE results and will 
be off  to take their places at 
sixth form and college.  
We wish them every success 
and all the best for the 
future. They have been a 
fabulous year group, a hard 
act to follow.”

‘It was an evening of dancing and laughter’

 � The Helena Romanes prom celebrated the end 
of exams.

The fallen will each be 
remembered with bells
Bells will be ringing out in 
memory of  the fallen from 
Felsted and the surrounding area 
during the First World War.

Up until November 2018 bell 
ringers in Felsted will be mark-
ing the date of  the passing of  
each man from the area who died 
during the Great War. 

David Learmonth, tower 
captain of  the Felsted bell ring-
ers, said: “We will be ringing the 
bells for everyone in the parish at 
that time who was killed in the 

First World War. 
“There are about 60. We ring 

the bells half-muffled on each day 
someone died.”

The first memorial ringing 
took place in November 2014. 
There will be eight this year, 16 in 
2016, a further 16 in 2017 and 15 in 
2018. 

But there will be celebration as 
well as sadness on Saturday (July 
18) as the bell ringers celebrate a 
hundred years and a day since 
the dedication of  the church bells 
in 1915. 

To mark the occasion, the 
group will attempt to ring a full 
peal, the marathon of   

bell-ringing. 
Each of  seven bells will be 

rung 5,040 times, each time in a 
different order, a feat which will 
take the team three hours. 

Mr Learmonth added: “I’m a 
little apprehensive. If  it does go 
wrong we will have to try again.

“After about an hour you can 
think ‘Why am I doing this?’ The 
village will be kind enough, I 
think, to put up with it.”

Notes have been put through 
doors and notices put up to alert 
villagers to the special event and 
its accompanying noises.

The peal begin at 9.30am at 
Felsted Church in Station Road.      
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