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YEAR 11 students said an
emotional farewell to the Helena
Romanes School in Dunmow.

A final assembly was held at
the school in Parsonage Downs
where students and staff
performed songs and dances as
well as delivering speeches.

After the formalities, students
excitedly prepared for the main
event: their end-of-school prom
at Parklands, Quendon Hall.

Beverley Curran, director of
learning for Year 11, said: “T his
was an excellent celebration to
mark the end of five years of
formal education at HRS.

Stunning
“The girls all looked stunning

in their dresses and the boys
were all extremely handsome in
their suits.

“The students were praised for
their excellent behaviour by the
venue staff.

“It was an evening filled with
dancing, laughter and really
good food.

“The students now await their
GCSE results and will be off to
take their places at sixth form
and college.

“We wish them every success
and all the best for the future.

“They have been a fabulous
year group – a hard act to
fo l l ow. ”

ED U C AT I O N
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A WOMAN who has headed sev-
eral local authorities returned to
her old school, Herts and Essex
High in Bishop’s Stortford, as
guest speaker at its awards
eve n i n g .

Stella Manzie, who received
the CBE in 2007 for services to
local government, spoke about
the value of public service, what
leadership means and the
importance of feminism.

She has been chief executive of
councils including Barking and
Dagenham, Coventry, Redditch
and West Berkshire.

She is currently acting in a
full-time managing director role
as one of five Government-
appointed commissioners over-
seeing the running of Rotherham
Metropolitan Borough Council
after the elected members were
suspended and replaced in Feb-
ruary following a severely crit-
ical report into the South
Yorkshire town’s child sexual
exploitation scandal. At her
alma mater’s awards evening,
the audience of students, staff
and guests heard her speak of
her work in a variety of senior
positions and of the “e xc e l l e n t
educational grounding” she had
at Herts and Essex.

Ms Manzie stressed the
longevity of things that she

learnt at the Warwick Road sec-
ondary and the significance of
the friendships she made there,
which still thrive 40 years on,
telling students to “hold on to
your friends”.

Stagg ering
Students were formally recog-

nised, congratulated and rewar-
ded for their “wealth of
successes” over the past year in
music, sport and drama both in
and out of school, as well as their
“staggering amount” of charit-
able fundraising for local,
national and international
c a u s e s.

Girls and boys from all years
received school prizes, cups and
certificates for achievements in
individual subjects, for contri-

bution to the school community,
for extra-curricular activities as
well as for overall academic com-
mitment and hard work.

During the evening a varied
programme of music was presen-
ted.

Head Cathy Tooze said: “T his
ye a r ’s awards evening was the
best I have ever attended.

“The lists of notable achieve-
ments, the dignity with which
the prize winners conducted
themselves and the overall sense
of ambition and aspiration made
me feel privileged to be part of
this exceptional school.

“The outstanding musical per-
formances, combined with Stella
Manzie’s inspiring speech, were
remarkable and left us all feeling
p ro u d . ”

‘Inspiring’
speaker
Stella at
awards day

AWARDS EVENING: Guest speaker Stella Manzie, front left, and
head Cathy Tooze with, back from left, head boy Monty Gould,
Stortford mayor Cllr Daniel Abbott and head girl Milly Last

TALENTED pianists at Helena
Romanes have been given a
piano masterclass by
internationally acclaimed
musician Richard Meyrick.

He is touring schools
around the country as part of
his Piano Man programme
giving masterclasses and
recitals in classical music.

Pani Charalambous, the
s ch o o l ’s head of music, said:
“This visit was all about
enthusing and inspiring our
children. They got to see
someone perform to a very
high standard and to learn
from his knowledge.

“I want our children to have
a passion for learning about
instruments and to practise as
much as possible. Richard
showed them where hard work
and dedication can take you.”

PIANO MAN: Richard Meyrick
with Helena Romanes students

Masterclass
is given
by pianist
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PROM DATE: Above and right, Helena Romanes students attend
their end of school prom

Prom that
proved the
perfect way
to finish
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Fly to and from Scotland, stay in the heart of the
Highlands and enjoy three spectacular railway
journeys while you’re there: the famous West
Highland Line from Fort William to Mallaig, the
charming Strathspey Steam Railway and the
breathtaking stretch between Inverness and
the Kyle of Lochalsh, one of the world’s ‘Great
Railway Journeys’.
Tour Highlights & Inclusions
• Rail travel from Inverness to Kyle - one of the

‘Great Railway Journeys of the World’

• Journey on the steam-hauled Strathspey Railway
• Cross the famous Viaduct on the 42-mile journey

from Fort William to Mallaig
• Visit the famous Highland resort of Aviemore
• Four nights’ dinner, bed and Scottish breakfast

accommodation at either the Highlander Hotel,
Newtonmore or the Carrbridge Hotel, Carrbridge

• Return flights from London Stansted &
London Luton

• Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced
tour manager

Highland Railways
Flying direct from an airport near you, departing August to October 2015, April to October 2016

5
days from

£449.00
per person
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PUPILS in Years Five and Six at
Henham and Ugley Primary went
on an adventure through time and
space to present their summer
production Time Lord.

Led by Ciara Sweeney as the
mysterious Lord Emit – ‘time’
spelt backwards – the space trav-
ellers met famous historical fig-
ures, such as Florence
Nightingale, Beethoven and
Boudica, along the way as they
sought to defeat the evil DinoPods
and prevent them from taking
over the planet.

Peter Burt, deputy head, said:
“The children superbly show-
cased their fantastic singing and
acting abilities in front of large
audiences for both perform-
a n c e s.

“The summer production also
enabled our children to demon-
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YOUNG gardeners at Felsted
Primary have been busy growing
their own vegetables and salad
c ro p s.

The children, who are
members of the school’s
vegetable gardening club,
planted seeds in the spring and
have been weeding and watering
the plants over the last few
we e k s.

Head Lawrence Garside said:
“They have harvested lettuce
and radishes so far this year,
some of which the children have
taken home and some of which
have been used by the school
kitchen in their salads.

“This has contributed to the
children learning about healthy
eating and has given them lots of
outdoor exercise.”

GREEN FINGERS: Olivia,
Bridget, Matthew and Sam
working on the raised beds

Gardeners dig in to grow their own veg

Tr a v e l l i n g
through
time and
space...

strate their technical knowledge
and skills as two children, Declan
Corr and Sashon Ellis, took on the
roles of sound engineer and light-
ing manager behind the scenes.”

TIME LORD: Members of the cast of Henham and Ugley’s Year 5 and
6 production

TIME TRAVELLERS: Maybelle,
Jo and Ciara in a scene from the
play Picture: Michael Boyton

By Elizabeth Reeve
e l i z a b e t h . re e v e @ h e r t s e s s e x n e w s . c o . u k

A SCHOOL tour of the First World
War battlefields in Ypres had a
very personal meaning to one
Dunmow student.

The trip to Belgium enabled
Ella-Maria Bermingham, who is
in Year 8 at Helena Romanes, to
pay a visit to the grave of relative
Maurice Sheehan.

T rip
She was among a group of 52

students from the Parsonage
Downs secondary who went on
the trip to Ypres and the Somme.

As part of the tour, they visited
the Commonwealth War Graves
C o m m i s s i o n’s Bedford House
Cemetery, the German trench sys-
tems at Bayernwald and various
memorials and battlefields
including Newfoundland Park.

The group also went to Tyne
Cot, the largest Commonwealth
cemetery in the world.

Oliver Lukeman, the school’s
head of history, said: “This really
allowed our students to put into
perspective the sacrifice made by
so many during the Great War,
aside from the fact they could also
relate it back to a personal level.

“Ella-Maria was selected, along
with Edward Lipski and Isabelle
Gooding, to lay a wreath of pop-
pies, on behalf of the school, at the
Menin Gate during the Last Post
c e re m o ny.

Success
“Our annual battlefield trip

continues to grow in success,
where the students are able to
bring what they learn in the
classroom to life.

“They saw the zig-zag lines of
trenches, both British and Ger-
man, heard stories of the soldiers
who fought on the battlefields and
were able to pay a personal pil-
grimage to their relatives killed
in action.”

SILENT REFLECTION: Ella-
Maria Bermingham in Ypres at
the grave of her relative Maurice
Sheehan

Pupils visit
battlefields
of the First
World War

on extra significance for one student


