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9 A-GRADES
FOR CANCER
FIGHTER JOE
Lump in neck discovered in February

Stabbing in
town centre
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A MAN received hospital
treatment for a stab wound after
he was attacked in Harlow town
centre on Saturday.

The victim, who is in his 20s,
was found by police officers on
patrol in the Five Acres area of
the town in the early hours of
the morning.

Police said he had been
attacked in the Water Gardens
after being followed there by a
group of eight men and two girls.

He suffered a small puncture
wound to his ribs but his
injuries were not life-
t h re at e n i n g .

The incident happened at
about 3.45am. Anyone with
information about the attack is
asked to contact detectives at
Harlow police station on the non-
emergency 101 number or
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.

Gemma Gardner
g e m m a . g a rd n e r @
hertsessexnews.co.uk

A CANCER diagnosis did not stop
brave Joe Sims from achieving a
crop of A* and A GCSE grades.

When the 16-year-old, from Cha-
llinor, Harlow, found a lump in his
neck in February, he feared his
chances of succeeding in the sum-
mer’s exams had been ruined.

The diagnosis of a rare form of
Hodgkins lymphoma in April
meant the lump had to be removed
immediately just weeks before his
exams, and Joe was given the all-
cl e a r.

However, a second lump soon
appeared which has been con-
firmed as cancerous and so Joe
now faces a course of chemother-
a p y.

He said: “It has all been a bit of
a blur. I was told I would be having
chemo and would miss my exams
so I did take my foot off the pedal
for a while.

“I cared more about my health
than the grades at the time. I have
tried to get on with things as
much as possible. Everyone has
been really supportive which has
been really important to me.”

Despite his health battle, Joe
picked up nine A* and A grades
from Burnt Mill Academy in First
Avenue, Harlow.

Joe said: “I was not expecting
these results at all. I was expect-
ing to get through, but not exceed

like this. I am feeling pretty
good.”

His proud mum Amanda Sims,
who collected Joe’s results with
him, said: “I can’t believe it really.
Nobody deserves this success
more than Joe. He is so hard-
working. I always knew he would
do well, but because of everything
he is going through, I wasn’t so
s u re.

Fuss
“He has let his illness go over

his head and hasn’t wanted a fuss
to be made. He doesn’t want to be
labelled as the boy with cancer.

“Lots of people around him
d o n’t even know what he’s been
going through. He has had a few
days off school but he has just got
on with it.”

Joe has managed to secure the

top grades due in part to his hard
work, but also the support of his
friends and Burnt Mill.

Mrs Sims added: “All he has
been focusing on is getting the
grades to get into college and look-
ing into universities.

“Burnt Mill has been out of this
world. I emailed the school
when Joe was dia-
gnosed and immedi-
ately got a phone call in
return. They have sup-
ported him 100 per cent;
whatever he has needed
they have sorted for him. I
get a phone call from his
teacher every other day to
make sure everything is ok
and I think that support will
continue even though he has
now left.

“I told Joe to expect his friends
to back off a little when they
knew he was ill but instead they
have said if he loses his hair due to
treatment, they will all shave
their heads in support.”

Joe hopes to study A-level math-
ematics, physics, computer sci-
ence and drama at Herts and
Essex High School in Bishop’s
Stor tford.

Head of school John Blaney
said: “We are just so proud of Joe.
His strength of character and
determination has got him
through. We are proud of all of our
students, but especially so of Joe
with everything he is going
t h ro u g h . ”

SUCCESS: Burnt Mill student Joe Sims has achieved excellent GCSE
results despite illness Pic: Vikki Lince HEvl20150821A-197_C

AN e-fit
image of a
man who
followed a
s ch o o l b oy
after he
refused to
hand over
his mobile
phone has
been
re l e a s e d .

The young victim was walking
home along Tendring Road,
Harlow, at 3.45pm on Wednesday,
June 17 when he was approached
from behind by the man.

The suspect unzipped the boy's
rucksack and demanded his
phone and keys. The youngster
refused and ran off but was
followed by the suspect.

Police say the man is in his
mid-20s, 5ft 11ins tall and skinny.
He was wearing black leather
gloves, a navy blue hooded top
with a white letter T on the back,
ripped black trousers and black
shoes. Anyone with information
should call Harlow CID on 101.

Police hunt
for mugger

HOOD: E-fit of man
sought by police

PROUD: Joe with mum Amanda
Pic: Vikki LinceHEvl20150821A-189_C
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