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Hard work pays off for pupils
Schools in Harlow celebrate the success and dedication of GCSE students

TOP OF THE CLASS: Above, left to right, Ben Dewey, William Renouf, Charlotte Moseley,
Ciaran Black, Andrew Steadman, Ronan Roberts, Jack Nicholls, head girl Rebecca
Weston, Britney Lees, Georgia Goldhawk and head boy Ben Roberts. Above, Ashleigh
Darling. Left, Passmores head Vic Goddard with Rebecca Weston and her mum Kare n
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STUDENTS across Harlow
were handed their GCSE res-
ults on Thursday – and most
were pleased with what they
fo u n d .

The efforts of all pupils were
celebrated at Passmores Acad-
e my with results largely meet-
ing expectations.

Results were overall slightly
down on the 2014 figures but 50
per cent managed to achieve
five A*-Cs including mathem-
atics and English.

Some 30 per cent of the
GCSEs taken were passed with
an A*-B grade but headteacher
Vic Goddard was keen to
emphasise that the exams
“were just one part of the school
p ro c e s s ”.

“The results were as expec-
ted, and while I would always
want more, it's important to
remember that it's just a part of
their journey, not all of it.”

Friends Georgia Goldhawk
and Amy Edwards, both 16,
were both happy with their res-
u l t s.

“I got two As and six Bs which
was great,” said Amy, who is
hoping to study four A-levels.

Strong individual perform-
ances were celebrated at S t ew -
ards Academy, who said GCSE
results “exceeded expecta-
tions”.

Star performer Isaac Lucia,
16, achieved an A* in an A-level
mathematics after sitting the
exam two years early as well as
10 A* grades and five A grades.

He said: “I am so happy with
my results and I am so grateful
to all my teachers for their
unstinting support and inspir-
at i o n . ”

Hot on his heels was Kenan
Krkic, 16, who achieved six A*-
C grades and Holly Humphrys,
16, who scooped seven As and
four A*s.

Siblings Tayla, 16, and Brad-
ley, 15, Leathers achieved
exactly the same mark of 52 for
an A grade in their mathem-
atics GCSE.

Tayla, of Westbury Rise, also
gained two A*s, five As and four
Bs, which was enough to secure
her place at Presdales School in
Wa re.

Bradley, who trains at the
Pauline Quirke Academy in
Bishop’s Stortford, will study
the rest of his GCSEs next
ye a r.

Progress and individual suc-
cess were celebrated by staff at
St Mark's West Essex Cath-
olic School after another year
of strong results.

Some 15 per cent of pupils
achieved at least five A* and A;
59 per cent of pupils achieved at
least one A*/A, and 64 per cent

of pupils who entered achieved
the English Baccalaureate.

Overall 100 per cent of pupils
achieved at least one GCSE
grade, 52 per cent of students
achieved five or more A*-C
including mathematics and
English.

Headteacher Elaine Heaphy
said: “I am proud of every pupil
in accepting and meeting the
challenges that we at St Mark’s
continually strive to provide for
each of them.”

Niharika Sapkota was celeb-
rating nine A* and A grades,
while other top performers
include Niall Ramphal and
Daniel Goddard with 10 A* and
A grades, Samantha Chidzidzi
and Samantha Argent with
nine A* and A grades –
Niharika Sapkota, and Daniel
Robinson, David Gillman, Jes-
sica Edwards and George
Banks, who scooped eight A*
and A grades.

Mark Hall Academy is “no
longer a failing school” a c c o rd -
ing to principal Corinne
Franceschi after groundbreak-
ing GCSE figures.

“These are the best results
the school has ever had,” said
Ms Franceschi after 44 per cent
of students achieved the bench-
mark five A*-C passes, includ-
ing mathematics, and English.

“This was a failing school two
years ago, but since I took over
and Mark Hall became an
academy we have risen by 19
per cent. This is a phenomenal
a ch i eve m e n t . ”

Testament to the school’s pro-
gress is 16-year-old Bethany
Plume who was “happy and sur-
prised” to walk away with
seven As and two Bs.

Ms Franceschi also celeb-
rated the achievements of Catia
Mendes, who achieved a stun-

ning result of four As, four Bs
and two Cs just two years after
joining the school and not
speaking English.

Almost half of the students
leaving Burnt Mill Academy
this summer scored A* and A
grades in their GCSE exams.

An impressive 42 per cent of
students at the First Avenue
school achieved at least one top
g rade.

Star student Harry Grace not
only has a bumper crop of eight
A* and A grade GCSE results to
celebrate, but he also scooped
an A grade in A-level math-
ematics last week.

Overall, a total of 80 per cent
of students achieved five or
more A*-C grades including
English and mathematics.

Vladislav Mezentsev, 16, who
joined in Year 9 from Russia,
bagged an impressive 11 A* and
A grades. He is going on to
Bishop’s Stortford High School
to study chemistry, biology,
physics and maths mechanics
A - l eve l s.

Ashleigh Darling, 16, from
Harlow, was expecting to scrape
through her exams after being

poorly. Instead, she is in the top
performers list with eight A*
and A grades. She said: “I am so
over the moon!”

Helena Mills, head of all
Burnt Mill Academy Trust
schools, said: “I am delighted
these results have opened doors
to children which will enable
them to follow their dreams.”

Students at Saint Nicholas
S ch o o l in Old Harlow are cel-
ebrating after achieving out-
standing results in their GCSE
e x a m s.

Pupils at the independent
school achieved an 88 per cent
pass rate for those recording at
least five GCSEs at grade C and
above, including mathematics
and English.

Almost a third of all exam-
inations were graded A* or A,
and two-thirds were graded at
least a B.

Pupils who deserve a partic-
ular mention are Zoë Benton
who was awarded 7 A*s, 3 As
and 2 B grades, Bradley Veitch
who gained 6 A*s, 4 As and 1 B
grade and Jessie Ayres who
achieved 4 A*s, 6 As and 1 B
g rade.

PICKED UP YOUR
GCSE RESULTS?

■ For more photos from results
day visit Harlow Star online
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PASS MASTERS: From left, Laura Pitcher and Hannah Martin, Tayla and Bradley Leathers, and Vladislav Mezentsev

OVER STOCKED CLEARANCE SALE NOW ON

Bathroom
Interior Design Ltd

Bathroom and Ceramic Design Specialists

Fully designed, supplied and installed bathrooms,

shower rooms, cloakrooms

and wet rooms
Free estimates and design

service available

6 DAYS A WEEK

Allen House, The Maltings,

Sawbridgeworth, CM21 9JX

01279 722279
www.bathroom-id.co.uk

Beautiful Bathrooms at The Water’s Edge
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