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Schools praise hard
work of their pupils

EDUCATION: Hundreds of students across the district find out how they did in their exams with many achieving higher than expected grades in their subjects

■ SAFFRON
WALDEN COUNTY
HIGH SCHOOL
THREE siblings are celebrating
an extraordinary family effort
after achieving 22 A* GCSE
grades between them.

Adam Langworthy gained 11
A*s, Ellie six A*s and five As, and
Holly five A*s and six As.

They were among a number of
other high achievers who helped
the school record an eight per cent
rise in the number of students
achieving at least five A*-C
g rades.

This year’s figure reached 80
per cent, while a record 40 per
cent of all students’ grades were
either A* or A.

Head John Hartley said: “T hese
results ensure that virtually all
our students will be able to go on
to their chosen post-16 path, with
most entering county high’s
sixth-for m.

“Many aspects of these results
stand out, but I was especially
delighted to see our best ever per-
formance in terms of the pro-
portion of top grades achieved.

“I was also very pleased that
our students were unaffected by
the national issues surrounding

the GCSE maths outcomes – our
maths results improved signific-
antly on those achieved in 2014.

“Finally I would like to con-
gratulate all our students on their
achievements and thank the staff
for their immense commitment
and dedication to our students’
s u c c e s s. ”

Making the grade
■ Ten A* grades and one A: Mia
Bird, Ruby Aronsohn, Natalie
Johnson, Caitriona Quigley, Soph-
ie Reynolds, Bryce Starks-Brown-
ing, and Harriet Warr.
■ Nine A* grades and two As:
Owen Eddershaw, Liam Goddard,
and Christian Shaw.

■ Nine A*s and one A: Luke Corn-
w a l l - Jo n e s

■ FOREST HALL
SCHOOL IN
S TA N S T E D
MOUNTFITCHET
THIS summer, 60 per cent of stu-
dents here gained five or more A*
to C grades in their GCSE exams –
a leap from 43 per cent in 2014.

Forest Hall became part of the
Burnt Mill Co-operative Academy
Trust (BMAT) in February this
year, with a mission to boost exam
results and student numbers.

Since joining BMAT, the former
maths and computing college has
added Saturday school classes
and revision sessions during the
h o l i d ay s.

Stephen Hehir, head since
BMAT adopted the school, said: “I
am so pleased for the students,
parents, carers and staff of Forest
Hall School.

“This is a tribute to the hard
work and dedication of our Year
11 students who were prepared to
go the extra mile to achieve suc-
cess. They were always prepared
to study in after-school sessions,
on Saturday mornings and during
their holidays to achieve the
highest grades.

“From day one, I totally
believed in the students and knew
they would have the potential to
achieve greatness.

“Well done to the class of 2015
for realising their potential!”

Top performers
■ Anna Rixon – six A*/A grades
(including A*s in English liter-
ature and geography) and four B
g rades
■ Moray Crossan – six A*/A
grades (including A* in English
literature and A in maths) and
three B grades
■ Findley Tait – six A*/A grades
(including A* in English literat-
ure and A in English language
and maths) and three B grades
■ Laila Page – six A*/A grades
(including A in English language,
English literature and history),
two B grades and two C grades

Helena Mills, head of BMAT
schools, added: “This shows such
tremendous leadership by Steph-
en Hehir, who made some very
quick changes and interventions
for the Year 11 students to ensure
they got the results which will
open doors to them.

“This is an amazing improve-
ment in just a term-and-a-half.
Clearly, all the hard work in les-
sons and on Saturdays has paid
of f.”

■ FRIENDS’
SCHOOL IN
SAFFRON WALDEN
FRIENDS’ School in Saffron
Walden has seen a seven per cent
drop in the number of students
achieving five or more A*-C GCSE
g rades.

The independent school saw 84
per cent of students achieve the
benchmark, compared with an
exceptional 91 per cent last year.

It also saw the number of stu-
dents achieving five-plus A*-C
grades including English and
maths fall from 89 per cent to 70
per cent.

The school maintained a 100 per
cent pass rate, however, with 32
per cent of grades at A* or A the
same as last year.

Rosie Coopersmith achieved
A*s in drama and English, and
intends to continue studying
those subjects in the sixth form at
F riends’.

She said: “I’m really happy with
my results and couldn’t have done
it without the support and
encouragement of the school.”

Charlotte Cross achieved A*s in
art and drama, as well as six As in
the three sciences, maths, English
and English literature.

She will be staying on at
F riends’ in the sixth form, where
she intends to study art, drama,
English literature and psycho-
log y.

“I am so pleased with my res-
ults and managed to achieve bet-
ter grades than I had expected,”
she said.

F riends’ head Anna Chaudhri
added: “I am delighted that res-
ults at GCSE are maintaining the
excellent level of improvement
shown last year, particularly in
the top grades.

“These results will enable our
students to take up sixth form
places with confidence and we are
all very proud of them.”

■ HELENA
ROMANES SCHOOL
IN DUNMOW
HELENA Romanes School in
Dunmow has enjoyed a slight
increase in the number of stu-
dents achieving the benchmark
five-plus A*-C GCSE grades.

The Parsonage Downs second-
ary saw 61 per cent achieve the
five grades including English and
maths, up four per cent from 57
per cent in 2014.

Among the top performers were
Nina Haket and Austin Hodge.

Nina achieved 12 A*s – in bio-
logy, business studies, catering,
chemistry, Dutch, English lan-
guage, English literature, French,
history, maths, physics and reli-
gious studies – and two As – in ICT
and dance.

Austin gained 10 A*s – in bio-
logy, business studies, chemistry,
English language, English liter-
ature, French, history, maths,
physics and religious studies –
and an A – in PE.

There was a marked improve-
ment in the school’s English res-
ults, with 75 per cent of students
achieving an A* to C grade. In
maths, one in five students
achieved an A* or A.

Head Simon Knight said: “T he
Gover nment’s drive to push more
students through the academic
route via the English Baccalaur-
eate saw some significant changes
for Year 11 students. They respon-
ded well to this challenge,
however, with 35 per cent of stu-
dents attaining this measure.

“Our Year 10 students entered
for English literature demon-
strated their potential by achiev-
ing 91 per cent A* to C.”

He added: “These results reflect
the continuing improvements we
are making to ensure our stu-
dents are [able to] achieve their
full potential.”

■ JOYCE
FRANKLAND
ACADEMY IN
N E W P O RT
GCSE results were improved
across a range of subjects with
some 25 per cent of students sit-
ting maths achieving an A* or A
grade, while those achieving an
A*-C grade in English reached an
82 per cent high. There was also a
record high in the number of A*
and A grades gained in the three
s c i e n c e s.

The percentage of those achiev-
ing five A*-C grades was 76 per
cent, remaining constant from
last year, while around 60 per cent
achieved the benchmark five-plus
grades including English and
m at h s.

A number of individuals per-
formed exceptionally well, with
Frances Beal, Beth Wiseman and
Hayley Palmer achieving 12 A*-A
g rades.

Meanwhile, Emily Rendell
gained 11 A* grades and an A and
Robyn Bisset-Smith gained nine
A*s, an A and a B.

Other students of note included
Miah Maisha, who achieved 12 A*-
B grades, and Sophie King, who
achieved 11 A*-B grades.

The top performing boys were
Leon Bozianu and Samuel Baker
who both achieved 12 A*-C
g rades.

Gordon Farquhar, principal,
said: “I am delighted that the year
group performed so well. There
have been some phenomenal res-
ults on both an individual and
subject level, far too many to
name them all individually.

“It is going to be particularly
difficult this year selecting the
students who will be awarded sub-
ject prizes as so many students
have done so well. I am delighted
that the hard work of both stu-
dents and staff has once again
paid off.”

He added: “It has been a pleas-
ure to work with the entire year
group and I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with many of
them in the years to come. For
those students who are leaving
the academy, I wish them all the
very best for the future.”

HIGH ACHIEVERS: Students at SWCHS

HIGH ACHIEVERS: From left,
Laurence Ward, Rhiannon
Bruce, Leah Elsom, Rosa
Scholfield, Rosie
Coopersmith, Olivia
Richardson, Charlotte Cross
and Felix Hannam at Friends’
School in Saffron Walden

John Rutter’s Christmas
Celebration at the Royal
Albert Hall
Departing on 7 December 2015
Get into the Christmas spirit!
Prices Includes:
• Private coach travel from your local area
• One night’s stay with three course evening meal

& cooked breakfast
• A ticket to John Rutter’s Christmas Celebration

Concert at the Royal Albert Hall
• Visit to Hyde Park Winter Wonderland

2
days from

£109
per person

The Nutcracker on Ice
at the Royal Albert Hall
Departing on 28 December 2015
Watch the sensational Imperial Ice Stars as they perform
a magical new production of Tchaikovsky’s ballet.
Prices Includes:
• Private coach travel from your local area
• One night’s stay with three course meal

& cooked breakfast
• Ticket to The Nutcracker on Ice at the

Royal Albert Hall
• Visit to Hyde Park Winter Wonderland

2
days from

£119
per person

Calls cost 5ppm from a BT landline. Mobile and other providers’ charges may vary. Prices are from, per person, based on two people sharing, are applicable to selected departure dates
and may have been rounded up or down to the nearest pound. Any applicable discounts have already been deducted. Single rooms and regional departures are also subject to availability
and a supplement may apply. Prices and holidays are subject to availability and change, some holidays are subject to minimum passenger numbers. Terms and conditions
apply. Holidays are operated by various suppliers. These suppliers are independent of Local World. When you respond, the holiday supplier and Local World may contact
you with offers/services that may be of interest.

Short Breaks

01858 438453 Quote ES www.es.diamondhols.co.uk
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FULL RESULTS
ON OUR WEBSITE

■ For the full GCSE results
from across your area
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

SO PLEASED: Chanez Rutty, Anna Rixon, Ross Chaplin and Jessica Pedro Martins at Forest Hall School

TOP PERFORMER: Laila Page
with her mum at Forest Hall

LINING UP: Forest Hall pupils
receive their GCSE results

FRIENDS: Findlay Tait and Matthew Shepherd at Forest Hall

HAPPY: Friends’ school student
Rosie Coopersmith

BETTER THAN EXPECTED:
Charlotte Cross of Friends’ school

EXCEPTION: Joyce Frankland Academy pupils from left, Miah Maisha, Leon Bozianu, Samuel Baker,
Frances Beal and Sophie King are proud of the results they received

TEN A*S: Austin Hodge at Helena Romanes School 12 A*S: Nina Haket at Helena Romanes School

Part of the Local World group

Whether your conference is on a small or large scale
our expert knowledge will give you a professional
and stress free event by providing you with the
right presentation equipment, lighting and sound.

Audience Response

Presentation Production

Video Presentation

Staging your Conference
doesn’t have to cost a fortune...

Call us on: 01684 575832
Email us at: enquiries@aneventservices.co.uk
Visit us at : www.aneventservices.co.uk

NOW TAKING BOOKINGS
FOR 2016 - 2017


