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NEW parents and pupils joining
next month have shown their sup-
port for changes at Stansted’s
Forest Hall School.

They selected the secondary
before it became part of the Burnt
Mill Co-operative Academy Trust
and the arrival of new head Steph-
en Hehir.

However, at a welcome event
they showed they were in favour
of the changes, particularly close
links with Burnt Mill Academy in
Harlow, which is rated ‘outstand-
ing’ by Ofsted .

On the Year Six taster day, Kim
Dartnell dropped off daughter
Vicky of and said: “Forest Hall
was always our first choice as
Vicky just loved it when we
visited.

Brilliant
“Since the changes, I have read

up on it all and it just sounds
brilliant. I know a few parents
with children already at Forest
Hall and they can’t fault it.

“The connection to Burnt Mill
means the school can only get
even better.”

Joanna Gooding already has
son Dylan in Year Nine at Forest
Hall and younger son Brandon
will join in September.

A long-term member of the
s ch o o l ’s PTA, Ms Gooding said:
“We felt everything was OK at
Forest Hall before the changes,
but we have seen lots of things
alter now that are of real benefit to
the children.

“Communication has improved
and the change of structure to
lessons – with students focusing
on their core subjects for three
days and their options for two
each week – is a real positive.

“Brandon is really interested in
music and, as a single parent, it’s
been difficult to enable him to
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follow that passion, but now he
will get free music tuition at
Forest Hall, which is wonderful.

“The trust is proving it’s not all
about equipment, but dedicated
teachers who will make the dif-
ference to children.”

Jen Munton’s son Freddie is her
first to move on to secondary edu-
cation. She said: “I’ve heard
Burnt Mill is a fantastic school, so
with the same management at
Forest Hall, we’re not nervous at

all about Freddie coming here. We
know from what we’ve seen that
it’s already a really good school
and he is comfortable here.”

At the taster day, children were
put into their houses and forms
while getting to know their new
classmates, as well as taking part
in a day of their new timetable.
Parents returned after the trans-
ition day for an information even-
ing where they could ask
questions and collect uniform.

YEAR Six pupils at Hatfield
Health Primary proved they are
experts on their parish.

Six children were rewarded
with certificates for their work
on the theme of ‘My Village’.

Local historian Frank Walsh
and Ivan Cooper, who judged the
projects, were very positive
when presenting the certificates.

Mr Walsh told them: “It is a

credit to the school and pupils of
the quality, content and
enthusiastic approach in
producing a diverse range of
interesting projects.”

Before the presentation of the
certificates, a short slideshow
describing the history of the
villa g e’s Stag pub from 1723 to
the present day was given by Mr
C o o p e r.

Six of the
best for
knowledge
of parish

LOCAL HEROES: From left, Erin, Erynn, Charles, Molly, Shona and Rose with teacher Rob Aiken

CHILDREN at High Wych
Primary School celebrated the
end of the summer term by
puttiong on a concert.

Head Mandy West said: “T he
Year Three and Four’s
production of The Rocky
Monster Show was a fabulous
performance. The children sang
and acted brilliantly. Well done
to all the staff and children and
thanks to the parents for
supporting them.”

Music is an important part of

the curriculum at the High Wych
Road school.

Years Four and Five have
weekly lessons in half classes to
learn to play stringed
instruments as part of an
orchestra supported by Herts
Music Service.

Share
Throughout the year, the

children share their skills with
parents as part of a music
concer t.

Year Threes also learn to play
a recorder in small groups using
musical notation. The children
have an opportunity to play
percussion instruments as well
as developing their singing
voices and composing skills.

At present youngsters can
learn to play the recorder,
keyboard, clarinet, cello,
accordion, brass, guitar and
violin. The school orchestra
plays each Wednesday morning
from 8am during term time.

Little Horrors put on a great
show with a jump to the left

LET'S DO THE TIMEWARP AGAIN: Pupils before their performance of the Rocky Monster Show at High
Wych Primary School Photograph: Michael Boyton

FAVOURABLE RESPONSE: Kim Dartnell and daughter Vicky
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