
 

 

Fifty years of supplying aid during international times of crisis is being celebrated by a Billericay company. 

Butyl Products formed in 1965 to fabricate and market products made from a new synthetic rubber. 

From installing canal linings in the Middle East to developing the first prototype RNLI rubber life boat, the 

company moved on to working closely with the Ministry of Defence and the international aid industry. 

During its 50-year history, the company, based in Radford Crescent, has –  

 Produced nuclear, biological and chemical (gas proof) boots for the troops between 1975 and 1995 

 Supplied the first large scale deployment of water equipment to UK armed forces in Bosnia in 1999 

 Supplied the MoD with complete camp kits to support the peacekeeping troops in Iraq in 2001 and 
in Afghanistan until 2012 

 Developed a water storage tank used by Oxfam since 1982  

 Supplied complete water and sanitation system solutions during the 2004 Tsunami. The company 
was part of the first response on December 26, 2004, with supplies flown on a chartered aircraft to 
provide relief within the first few days after the Tsunami 

 Reacted and supplied within two hours of the first report of Haiti in 2009 

 Supplied the Department for International Development (DFID) with water storage and treatment 
equipment for the first medical hospital bringing relief during the outbreak of Ebola in Sierra Leone 
in 2014 

 Continued to supply water treatment solutions for Nepal.   
Butyl Products is now the global leader supplying water and sanitation products, systems and solutions to 

the aid industry, manufacturing and supplying a full range of storage, treatment and distribution equipment 

It holds long-term agreements with Oxfam, UNICEF, USAID, Save the Children, ACF and National Red Cross 

agencies, with extensive stocks in key locations across the globe. 

To mark the anniversary and prestigious history of the company, a family day with bouncy castles, hog roast 

and speeches was held for employees past and present, their families, suppliers and partners. 

A second, surprise event is also being held on Wednesday September 16 hosted by Lord Lieutenant of Essex, 

Lord Petre. 

Gavin Mitchell, managing director, said: “It is an absolute honour to have dedicated my career to working 

for, and eventually leading, a company that has always sought to have a positive impact on the world.  

“We are extremely proud of what we have achieved over the last 50 years. Our dedicated staff have always 

worked extremely hard to ensure our reputation for high quality products is supported by first class service.” 


