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MATHS star Sam Sloan, who is
just 12, is celebrating gaining an
A* in his maths GCSE.

Sam, a pupil at Birchwood
High in Bishop’s Stortford, got
the top grade after averaging
marks of 96 per cent over the two
maths exam papers.

Birchwood maths teacher
Angelo Crolla said: “I am
absolutely delighted for him.”

When Sam, who lives at
Wheelwright Close, St Michael’s
Mead, Stortford, returns to
school after the summer
holidays, he will do A-level
m at h s.

Sam said: “What has made me
really happy is that Mr Crolla
and all the Birchwood maths
teachers teach so brilliantly and
help everyone go at their own
pace, and never ever say that I’m
too young to learn the maths I
really want to know.”

ESSEX County Council is on track to deliver 3,150
new school places following record investment.

In response to continued growth of the county,
Essex County Council has spent almost £48million
creating 3,000 new primary places and 150
secondary places for the 2015-16 academic year.

With many pupils returning to school next week,
a number of the projects have already been
completed while the finishing touches are being
put on others. The schemes will allow all schools
involved to admit additional pupils from the start
of term.

Among the projects is a new 210-place primary
school in Takeley.

Stansted’s Cllr Ray Gooding, Essex County
Council’s cabinet member for education and
lifelong learning, said: “Essex is growing rapidly
and the demand for school places in the county is
also continuing to rise.

“To meet that demand, we are planning to spend
about £200million over the next five years on
creating extra school places.

“I am delighted to see so many exciting projects
coming to a conclusion this summer and look
forward to the new pupils starting in September.”

Essex to provide
3,150 new places

Sam aces
his GCSE
in maths at
age of 12

Town has three out of
ten best comps in UK
Excellence credited to ‘healthy competition’ between schools
By Michael Jarvis
michael.jarvis@hertsessexnews.co.uk

AN OUTSTANDING set of GCSE res-
ults has seen Bishop’s Stortford
become the leading light of secondary
education, with THREE town schools
among the top ten comprehensives in
the country.

Herts & Essex High School was
placed third, Hockerill Anglo-
European College fifth and Bishop’s
Stortford High School tenth, accord-
ing to a list compiled by The Tele-
graph. The results have brought a
feelgood factor to the town, with head
teachers, councillors and even estate
agents lauding the efforts of students.

Richard Markham, principal at
Hockerill College in Dunmow Road,
said: “It is evident that families in
Stortford are incredibly fortunate to
be able to choose, not only from the
three schools mentioned, but from all
the secondary schools in the area.

“The Stortford community is very
well served and the healthy compet-
ition between all the schools helps
this. Each is very different in char-

acter, and this diversity gives parents
and students a real choice, which
clearly pays dividends with the results
received this summer.”

Nationally, schools were ranked by
percentage of students achieving the
benchmark five-plus A*-C grades and
by percentage of entries graded A*-A.

Number one was Thomas Telford
School in Shropshire, while there
were two other top ten comprehens-

ives from Herts: Dame Alice Owen’s
School in Potters Bar (second), and
Par miter’s School in Garston, near
Watford (eighth).

Cathy Tooze, head of Herts & Essex
High, the Warwick Road secondary for
girls – which was the best-performing
single-sex school – said staff and stu-
dents were “thrilled”.

Dale Reeve, head of Bishop’s Stort-
ford High in London Road, said mak-
ing the top ten comprehensives was “a
great honour”.

I m p r e s s ive
Chris Ingate, head of Birchwood

High in Parsonage Lane – Stor tford’s
largest secondary, which also achieved
impressive results – said the success
was testament to Stortford’s second-
aries working “closely as a consor-
tium”, adding: “If you took an average
of all our results this summer, it must
make us one of the highest-achieving
towns in the UK, helping to cement our
place in The Times’ top 100 places to
l ive. ”

Justin Godfrey, director and head of
residential for Savills estate agents in

Stortford, said: “One of the key cata-
lysts that drives housing demand out
of London is the desire to buy a larger
family home in an area that offers
good schooling.

“Hockerill Anglo-European College
specifically is of interest to any over-
seas buyers looking in the town. The
value of properties within the key
catchment areas could command a ten
per cent premium in some cases.”

As plans to expand Stortford take
shape, a new secondary and two new
primaries appear to be on the horizon
for the town.

Town, district and county council-
lor Colin Woodward, whose All Saints
ward encompasses both Herts & Essex
and Hockerill, said the results showed
education in Stortford was in safe
h a n d s.

“There is a lot of local interest in
bidding to Herts County Council to
run the schools,” he said. “I under-
stand Herts & Essex will be among the
bidders, and I was really delighted at
the decision of all schools in Stortford
to support the new schools.”

■ GCSE results pages 20&21

FIGURES
Schools in the top 10
comprehensives in the country,
with (1) the percentage of
candidates with five or more A*-C
grades including English and maths
and (2) the percentage of entries
graded A*-A

■ Herts & Essex High School – (1)
91.98 (2) 50.53
■ Hockerill Anglo-European
College – (1) 90.98 (2) 47.03
■ Bishop’s Stortford High School
– (1) 86.10 (2) 29.50

THE newest students set to join Forest Hall School
(FHS) in Stansted are raring to go after an action-
packed summer school.

A group of 110 students from FHS and Burnt Mill
Academy in Harlow – both part of the Burnt Mill
Academy Trust (BMAT) co-operative – attended a
week-long timetable of activities, ranging from foot-
ball and dance to circus skills and drama.

Each day, students took part in two of the activ-
ities, giving them the chance to make new friends
and acclimatise to their new way of life.

Lee Bradbury, assistant head of humanities at
Burnt Mill, said: “Summer school is about preparing
the children for life at Burnt Mill and Forest Hall.
Things like lining up before class are a huge part of
the culture here and they have been getting in the
habit this week.”

Illustrator Alan Case, who has worked on Danger
Mouse, Count Duckula and Fantastic Mr Fox, took
children through a step-by-step guide to creating
cartoons, while Mark Russell from Solo Circus
taught a range of circus skills and Sam Ashford from
Livewire Theatre held drama sessions.

Summer school
‘prepares pupils’

HEAD FOR FIGURES:
Sam Sloan with his
maths teacher Angelo
C ro l l a
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Totally secure and fully guaranteed.
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