
10 Star, T h u r s d a y, September 3, 2015 HSH-EO1-S2 harlowstar.co.ukEducation

A CELEBRATION of diversity
was held at a Harlow primary
school when it replaced its tra-
ditional summer fete with an
afternoon of foreign cultural
a c t iv i t i e s.

Freshwaters Primary tapped
into the multi-cultural nature of
the school to hold a family picnic
and activity day.

Country dancing, mask making
and crafts were among the activ-
ities which took place, while
sporty students and their parents
enjoyed a game of rounders. The
highlight of the afternoon was a
talent show.

Headteacher Marios Solomon-
ides said: “All in all it was a
fantastic afternoon filled with
laughter, music and families
spending time together.

Fo r e i g n traditions take the
place of usual festivities

William Mata
william.mata@hertsessexnews.co.uk

A GROUP of 28 musical students
from Years 7-11 at Burnt Mill
Academy found themselves
performing on the international
stage after packing up their
instruments and heading for
Ger many.

The concert band and choir
from the First Avenue school
stayed in Cologne and put on per-
formances at an outdoor band-
stand at Boppard and at the Koln
Konzert Hall.

Music teacher Carla Rubery
said: “As a school we have taken
part in performing arts work-
shops abroad, but this is the
first time we have prepared a per-
formance with our concert
band and choir to take to another
c o u n t r y.

Buzzing
“All of the students loved it and

were buzzing from the experi-
e n c e.

“They enjoyed the whole exper-
ience of going to another country
and being able to perform in dif-
ferent venues.

“I am already looking into the
next tour.”
■ STUDENTS preparing to start
their first year at Burnt Mill and
Forest Hall School in Stansted
were invited to join a week-long
summer school, giving them the
chance the chance to make new
friends and acclimatise to a new
way of life.

The group of 110 youngsters
could take their pick from an
extensive timetable of activities
ranging from football and dance
to circus skills and drama.

Illustrator Alan Case, who has
worked on Danger Mouse, Count
Duckula and Fantastic Mr Fox,
took children through a step-by-
step guide to creating cartoons,
while Mark Russell from Solo Cir-
cus taught various circus skills

and Sam Ashford from Livewire
held drama sessions.

Mauri performers Bruce Simp-
son and Te Reinga wowed stu-
dents with their lesson on the
warrior culture before teaching
them the famous Hakka dance.

Lee Bradbury, assistant head of
humanities at Burnt Mill, said:
“Summer school is about prepar-
ing the children for life at Burnt
Mill and Forest Hall.

“Things like lining up before
class are a huge part of the culture
here and they have been getting in
the habit during the week.

“The expectations we have put
in place are what are to be expec-
ted when they come to Burnt Mill
and Forest Hall.”

Helena Mills, head of BMAT
schools, said: “Summer school is
such a brilliant way for our new
Year 7 students to make friends,

“It felt like a real community
coming together and it showed
our families how important they
are to us.

“We don’t want them to be on
the outskirts of the school; this
school belongs to them as much as
it belongs to our pupils.”

GET YOUR KICKS: A martial arts
display formed part of the show

Results on upward curve
across county’s primaries
THE percentage of pupils achiev-
ing expected levels in reading,
writing and mathematics at
primary schools in Essex has
i n c re a s e d .

Data released by the Depart-
ment for Education shows 81 per
cent of 11-year-olds achieved level
four or higher in this year’s SATS
tests in the three core subjects –
two per cent higher than that 2014
b e n ch m a rk .

The figure is above the national
average for state-funded schools
and means the county has
improved on its ranking against
all authorities. It now stands at
51st out of 151.

Cllr Ray Gooding, Essex Coun-
ty Council’s cabinet member for
education and lifelong learning,
said: “I am delighted with these
latest Key Stage 2 statistics which
illustrate the fantastic work going
on at primary schools in Essex.

Po s i t ive
“Following the county’s excel-

lent GCSE and A-level results, it is
very pleasing to see the summer
capped off in such a positive way
ahead of the new academic year.

“As a council we will continue
to work very closely with schools
to ensure pupils receive the best
possible education.”

ON SONG: The
students in
Germany

Pupils perform songs
Students stage concerts in Cologne and there’s

Should I buy a new

ŠKODA Fabia?

*At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) own the vehicle: pay the optional final payment; ii) return the vehicle: subject to
fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: part-exchange the vehicle.
Available on Solutions Personal Contract Plan with deposits from 0–30%; a lower deposit will result in increased monthly payments. 18s and
over. Subject to availability. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Excess mileage charges of 4.4p per mile apply Offer available
when ordered by 30 September 2015 from participating retailers. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied
or withdrawn at any time. Any deposit you make may be at risk at the end of your PCP agreement. Accurate at time of publication. Freepost
ŠKODA Financial Services. We can introduce you to a limited number of lenders to assist with your purchase, who may pay us for introducing
you to them. Model shown is ŠKODA Fabia Hatch S 1.0 MPI 60PS with optional Race Blue Metallic at £535. Total OTR price is £11,135.

Official fuel consumption for the Fabia Hatch range in mpg (litres/100km): Urban 46.3 (6.1) to 72.4 (3.9);
Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2) to 91.1 (3.1); Combined 58.9 (4.8) to 83.1 (3.4). CO2 emissions for the Fabia range are
110 to 88 g/km. Standard EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results.

And up to
3 years servicing
is only £149^

Plus

0%APR
representative with Solutions

Personal Contract Plan*

We’ll give you

£500
towards your deposit

And it’s only

£99
per month

NOBRAINER
I’ll request a test-drive

at Spirit ŠKODA

Spirit ŠKODA
Edinburgh Way
Harlow
Essex CM20 2ED

01279 905673
www.spiritskoda.co.uk


