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We ’ve got a wealth of
‘word millionaires’ here

RIVER STUDY: Helena Romanes students on the Isle of Arran

TWENTY-four students at
Helena Romanes School in
Dunmow have become ‘wo rd
m i l l i o n a i re s ’ by reading more
than one million words.

They took part in the
Accelerated Reader Scheme,
which encourages young people
to read ‘ch a l l e n g i n g ’ books and
monitors their progress via
quizzes set at the end of each
o n e.

Annette Turner, the school’s
learning zone manager, said:
“We strive to develop a lifelong
love of reading while motivating

students of all ages to read more
suitable, challenging books.

“The scheme helps students to
select books which are difficult
enough to be challenging, but
not too difficult to cause
fr ustration.”

Throughout the year, ‘wo rd
m i l l i o n a i re s ’ have collected
golden tickets to enter an end-of-
year draw. The winners – A my
Austin, Year 7, and William
Smith, Year 8 – received family
tickets to Namco Funscape
Bowling Centre at Freeport,
B r a i n t re e.
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A game of Spot
The Difference
as term begins
High-tech revamp at Farnham Primary
By Elizabeth Reeve
e l i z a b e t h . re e v e @ h e r t s e s s e x n e w s . c o . u k

A QUIZ to “spot the difference”
was just one of the things pupils
and parents at Farnham Church
of England Primary got up to
when they returned after the sum-
mer holidays to find the school
had been revamped.

Major works had been carried
out, with every room and outside
area cleared, cleaned and refur-
bished – and three skips filled.

Highlights included conversion
of the school’s old kitchen into a
bright, modern, personal learn-
ing classroom, and installation of
large, up-to-date touchscreen
boards in the classrooms and
school hall, replacing the old
interactive whiteboards.

Installed
Touchscreen boards have also

been installed in all classrooms at
Far nham’s federated school,
Rickling C of E Primary.

Pupils at both schools are now
using iPads during lessons as well
as the new boards, which were
bought from money raised by
Friends of Farnham and Friends
of Rickling.

Governor Sara Haughey
thanked all those involved in the
revamp – builders, handymen,
staff, fellow governors, parents,
villagers, volunteers and the Dio-
cese of Chelmsford – for their
suppor t.

“Farnham School looks amaz-
ing,” said Sara. “The children and
parents could not believe the
amount of work that has been
done this summer.

“The children absolutely love
the ‘really big tellies’ in the
classrooms, which have already
been very active, and a huge
thank-you must go to our Friends
of Farnham for their generous
contribution towards these.”

She added: “The environment
of the school has been dramat-

ically improved for both children
and staff, and it feels that the
school has lost half its weight, due
to the clear-up, but doubled its
weight in appeal.

“This has all been down to a
group of incredible people who
are dedicated to our fabulous
little school.

E n r i ch m e n t
“Farnham offers everything

that all primary schools offer but
then goes beyond this in its com-
mitment, care, vision and enrich-
ment of its children’s learning
within a beautiful Victorian set-
ting using the latest technology.”

The village school, one of the
smallest in the country, with 37
pupils from Reception to Year Six,
was threatened with closure last
year by education authority
Essex County Council, but was
spared after a campaign.

It is one of only eight schools in
Essex to achieve more than 90 per
cent in reading, writing and
maths at Key Stage One while
maintaining outcomes in Key
Stage Two for Level Four+ com-
bined and expected progress in
writing, and improving expected
levels in reading and maths.

STUDY AREA: Pupils working in
the refurbished Farnham Primary
School

GEOGRAPHY lessons came to
life for students of Helena
Romanes School in Dunmow
with a trip to the Isle of Arran
off the west coast of Scotland.

On the island in the Firth of
Clyde, regarded as a “geolo gist’s

paradise”, Year 12 pupils
carried out a study of the River
Chalmadale, which flows
through a glacial U-shaped
valley, by their base at
Lochranza. They also
investigated beach profiles,

visited the town of
Blackwaterfoot, carried out
land-use surveys, and visited
King’s Cave, said to have been a
refuge of 14th-century Scottish
king Robert the Bruce.

Caroline Reidy, joint head of

geography of the Parsonage
Downs secondary, said:
“Students worked tirelessly in
the field and back in the
classroom. They showed
commitment and diligence, and
were a credit to the school.”

LITERARY PRIZE:
Year Eight student
William Smith with his
reading certificate
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