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PUPILS were surprised to find
characters from The Borrowers
had moved in over the summer.
A tiny door, footprints and

miniature belongings had all
mysteriously appeared at Little
Parndon Primary School in Park
Mead, Harlow.
An emergency school

assembly was organised after
members of the breakfast club
made the discovery – leading to
the area being cordoned off.
Headteacher Sophie Laing told

pupils: “A tiny note had been left
on my desk along with a video
message we have been asked to
watch.”
She then pressed the play

button and the children watched
a short message filmed by the
father of The Borrowers family
appealing for help in replacing
items lost when they fled their
last home.
Inspiration from the day will

be used to fuel report writing,
art and maths over the coming
days and weeks.

THE High Sheriff of Essex was
the guest of honour when a
Harlow secondary school
celebrated the achievements of
its pupils.
St Mark’s West Essex Catholic

School, in Tripton Road,
welcomed Vincent Thompson
who presented certificates of
excellence to Year 7 and Year 8
students.
The ceremony was also an

opportunity for pupils to
showcase their talents as
dancers, artists, musicians and
singers as they staged a variety
performance which entertained
the audience of their fellow
students, teachers, governors
and friends of the school.

Neighbours
are a little
distracting

High praise
for pupils’
hard work

WELL DONE: The High Sheriff of
Essex, Vincent Thompson, and
head teacher Elaine Heaphy with
award-winning pupils Katie
Evans, Alfie Dollard, Dillon Osei,
and Charlotte Brough
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BUDDING scientists visited the
CERN laboratory in Geneva dur-
ing a school trip to Switzerland
during the summer holidays.
Students entering Years 10 and

11 from Burnt Mill Academy, in
First Avenue, visited the labor-
atory to see scientific research in

action.
CERN, the European Organisa-

tion for Nuclear Research, is one
of the world’s largest and most
respected centres for scientific
research. It is responsible for
building and running the Large
Hadron Collider for use in the
search for the Higgs Boson
particle.
As well as visiting the labor-

atory, the Burnt Mill students
were taken to an ICTmuseumand
took the opportunity to learn
about Swiss culture.

Explained
Paul Andrew, lead practitioner

at Burnt Mill, said: “The students
got to meet with a scientist who
explained to them all about
CERN, what goes on there and

how it works.
“They went on a tour and vari-

ous engineers spoke to them
about their roles, the issues they
face and what inventions have
come out of CERN, such as the
MRI scanner, the internet and
touch screen development.
“This will help the students to

make more sense of their science
lessons in future.”

Cuckoo clocks, cheese
– and particle physics

Students visit Large Hadron Collider on Swiss break

SMALLFIND:Emma Eddison, Amy
Greenwood and Danny Campbell,
make the discovery


