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Academy student Nicole invited to EU parliament

FLASHBACK: Star, July 30

Lighting up memories of loved ones
ORGANISERS of this year’s St
Clare Hospice Christmas lights
services have released details of
when and where they are taking
p l a c e.

A total of nine Light Up A Life
services will be held before
Christmas Day, with a further two
– including one in Harlow – will be
held early next year.

The services are a chance to
join others in remembering rel-
atives and friends who have
passed away.

A hospice spokeswoman said:
“Light Up A Life gives everyone,
whether they have a personal con-
nection with St Clare or not, a

very special way to remember
those we will be missing over the
festive period and honour their
memory in a very personal way.”

Two services will be held at the
hospice in Hastingwood, one on
Wednesday, December 9 at 7pm
and the other three days later on
December 12 at 4pm.

Memory
They will include readings,

music and the lighting up of a
tree, with each light representing
the life and memory of someone
who has died.

The other services will take
place at Methodist Church in

Loughton (Saturday, November
28, 4.30pm), Waltham Abbey
Church (Thursday, December 3,
7pm), St John’s Church in Epping
(Saturday, December 5, 5.30pm), St
Ja m e s ’ Church in Buckhurst Hill
(Saturday, December 5, 6pm), St
Mar tin’s Church in Ongar
(Thursday, December 10, 4pm),
United Reformed Church in Great
Dunmow (Sunday, December 13,
3.30pm) and St Mary's Church, in
Stansted Mountfitchet (Sunday,
December 13, 10am).

Additional services at the Har-
low Jewish Centre and St Mary’s
Church in Saffron Walden and
will take place in the new year.

Woman bitten
in face by dog
needs stitches

Teenager with top IQ score
celebrated across Europe A WOMAN needed stitches to a

wound on her face after she was
bitten by a dog in Harlow.

Police are investigating the
incident which took place outside
the Co-op supermarket in Bush
Fair, Harlow, at about 8.30pm on
Wednesday, October 21.

The 35-year-old victim, who
lives in the town, was bitten by a
Staffordshire bull terrier. She
suffered a wound to her nose that
required stitches and swelling to
her face.

Anyone with information about
the incident should contact PC
Karl Wicks at Harlow police
station on the Essex Police non-
emergency 101 number.

Pair injured in
street assault
TWO men were taken to hospital
after they were assaulted in
Epping in the early hours of
Sunday morning.

Police officers and paramedics
were sent to the scene shortly
after 3.30am after receiving
reports of a disturbance in the
High Street.

The victims, both aged 24 and
from Bristol, were taken to
Princess Alexandra Hospital. One
suffered a head injury and the
other a fractured jaw.

The man with the head injury
was kept in while the other was
treated and released.

Police said their investigation
was ongoing and have appealed
for any witnesses to contact
detectives at Loughton on 101.
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A GIFTED teenager, who hit the headlines
for recording a perfect score in a test set by
the high IQ society Mensa, has been cel-
ebrating her achievement.

Nicole Barr, 13, scored a mark of 162 – t wo
points higher than physicist Albert Ein-
stein and Professor Stephen Hawking –
which puts her in the top one per cent of
intelligent people in the world.

Year 8 student Nicole, who is a member of
the travelling community, has just
returned from an all-expenses paid trip to
the European Parliament.

The Burnt Mill Academy student, who
had just 25 per cent attendance at primary
school, has also attracted attention from
Oxford University, who welcomed her
along for a tour.

Cope
She said: “It’s all a bit overwhelming; I’m

trying to cope with everything that’s hap-
pening.

“I had bad attendance at primary school
and my mum struggled to get me to come to
Burnt Mill on my first day, but this school
has turned my life around.

“If I had gone to another school I would
not have got that score in the Mensa test.

“Ever since the first day I have been
excited every single day to come to school
because of the way they teach. It’s amazing
to come to Burnt Mill.”

During her three-day trip to Brussels last
week with mum Dolly, Nicole took part in
the Roma Youth Empowerment conference
celebrating successful academic achieve-
ments of people from the Roma com-
m u n i t y.

Nicole was personally invited to take
part in the conference, where she was able
to share her story with others from the
Roma community around the world.

She said: “There was a roller banner
with a biography about me for everyone to

read about what I have achieved and
what I am interested in.

“The whole conference was about
how much Roma can achieve. People say
bad things about Roma that aren’t true
and often judge a book by its cover. “My
mum says people claim to be from Roma
and do bad things, but our community is
civilised and good.

“It was an amazing experience and I
learnt a lot. I am really proud I could
be a part of it; it was such a big
opportunity for me.”

After reading of her aca-
demic success, Oxford
University got in touch to
invite Nicole to spend a
day on site.

Nicole, who wants to
study medicine, said:
“I was able to carry
out some experi-
ments, including
one on a beating
heart and extract-
ing DNA from a
pea.

“I’ve never
been to a uni-
versity before,
so it was nice to
have a look
a ro u n d . ”
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