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CHARLIE,
15, HANDS
IN £285
CASH FIND

Praise for honest teen

HEADTEACHERS across Harlow
are being asked for their views
on Burnt Mill Academy’s plan
for a new free school.

The Burnt Mill Co-operative
Academy Trust revealed plans
last week to open a new free
school on the former Passmores
School site in Tendring Road.

For the trust to apply to the
Department for Education, one
of the necessary requirements is
first to gather community
suppor t.

Helena Mills, head of BMAT
schools, said: “We are looking to
consult with the community as a
whole. If we feel there is support,
we will be looking to put our
application forward in March.

“I have lots of meetings in my
diary with headteachers of the
t ow n’s primary schools to get
their views. I will also be
meeting many parents of Year 3,
4, 9 and 10 children in our own
schools, but also other primary
schools where school places may
be required in 2018.

Demand
“People have asked why we are

even considering this. The main
reason is we want to help the
local authority to meet the
demand for places in 2018.

“However, we are also keen to
offer more children the Burnt
Mill experience. If families want
it, our free school would also
offer an elite programme,
including A-level courses and
the International Baccalaureate
not currently offered in Harlow.”

The BMAT plan is to open a
free school and sixth form for 11
to 19-year-olds.

The trust already operates two
secondary schools – Burnt Mill
in Harlow and Forest Hall School
in Stansted – and four primaries
in the town.

The new school, if approved,
will open first with the sixth
form in 2017 before the main
school in 2018.
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A HARLOW teenager has been praised by police for
handing in a wallet containing hundreds of pounds
– which was set to turn a homeless man’s life
a ro u n d .

Charlie Manly, 15, found the wallet near Harlow
Playhouse with £285 cash inside.

The Year 11 student at Burnt Mill Academy
contacted the police as he feared the owner would
miss the large amount of money.

The police were able to trace the owner
through Streets2Homes and found the elderly
man had fallen on hard times, but was just
beginning to turn his life around with the help
of the charity.

Charlie said: “I handed the wallet in at the
police station and three days later I was told
about the homeless man.

“When he found out it was a 15-year-old
who found it and handed it in, apparently
he was shocked as he didn’t think he would
see the money again.

“I’m really glad the man got his wallet
and money back and can now get his life
back on track. I feel great that I did the
right thing. I could have done anything
with £300, but I know I did something
great and hope karma will come back to
me as a result.”

The owner was so impressed with
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Charlie Manly
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for his honesty
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C h a rl i e ’s honesty, he handed over
£20 as a thank you.

Vince Edwards, property
officer at Harlow Police, said in a
letter to Charlie’s headteacher:
“Young people often get bad press
these days, but it is so nice when
you get a story like this. I feel not
only is he a credit to himself, but
also to his parents and, of course,
to your school.”

Kerrie Eastman, chief opera-
tions officer at Streets2Homes,
said: “This man has been home-
less for quite some time and we
had just helped him to get back on
his feet.

“Without this money, he would
not have been able to pay his rent
and bills and would no doubt have
lost his home again.

“To know a young lad handed it
in restores your faith in human
kindness. Thank you Charlie, we
are really proud of you.”

Helena Mills, head of Burnt
Mill Co-operative Academy Trust
schools, said: “It is an honour to
be a teacher in Harlow because
the children are so kind and help-
ful.

“It is something we reinforce all
the time at Burnt Mill. GCSE res-
ults are important, but being a
good citizen is equally as import-
ant.

“Charlie is a great role model to
other teenagers.”
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■ Harvey Centre (management suite),
H a r l ow
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Lower rents ‘will
hit housebuilding’
Council warns of threat to its homes programme
Gemma Gardner
g e m m a . g a rd n e r @
hertsessexnews.co.uk

PLANS to build more council
housing in Harlow could be
shelved under Government
proposals to reduce rents for
t e n a n t s.

Labour councillors voiced
their concern during a
recent meeting of the author-
ity during which housing
portfolio holder Rod Truan
said lower rents would result
in a loss of income to the
council of more than £12m by
March 2020.

“This loss cannot be
accommodated through effi-
ciency savings alone and it is
anticipated that the council
will not be able to repay the

£209m borrowing it took out
in 2012,.” he warned.

In his summer budget,
Chancellor George Osborne
announced he planned to

introduce an annual one per
cent cut in council tenants’
rents for the period of the
next four years.

Mr Osborne said cutting
rents would remove the
“r at ch e t ” effect that had seen
inflation-based increases
push up the cost of housing
benefit by more than 20 per
cent over the past five years
to £24.2bn.

But the proposals will
leave Harlow Council facing
a £12.8m revenue gap by
March 2020 which it cannot
support. Perhaps more sig-
nificantly, it will also mean it
will not be able to repay the
£209m loan it received from
the Government in 2012 to
fund its programme of house-
bu i l d i n g .

On top of that, the Labour-
run administration at the
Civic Centre said the exten-
sion of Government schemes
like Right to Buy will add to
its financial woes and “fur-
ther depletion of the social
housing stock”.

Cllr Truan added: “ T he
council continues to lobby
the Government to take
action to address escalating
private sector rent levels and
increase housing standards
in the private sector.”

Conservative councillors
said the authority should
wait for the full details of the
proposals, likely to be
announced by the Govern-
metn when the Chancellor’s
delivers his autumn spend-
ing review later this month.

WARNING: Cllr Rod Truan

Fundraiser Suzanne prepares for Cambodia trek
A SECURITY administrator is taking a
trip into the unknown by tackling a
five-day charity trek through Cambod-
ia.

Suzanne Harvey, 38, of Bromley
Close, Harlow, will be part of a team of
28 people who will be raising money for
the Essex Air Ambulance by taking on
the challenge next week.

The group will walk eight hours a
day in a hot and humid climate, fol-
lowing a 78km route past ancient
temples before ascending to the upper
plain of the Kulen Mountain.

When she signed up for the chal-
lenge, Suzanne had to agree to raise
£3,500 to go on the trip. She set up an
online donation page and reached her
goal by raising £3, 670.

“It is a once-in-a-lifetime opportun-
ity to do something amazing for a great
ch a r i t y, ” she said.

“I am really looking forward to it and
I’m chuffed to have raised so much
money already.”

“The walk will be a challenge and I’m
fearing the lack of toilets. I’ve heard
we ’ll have to make a hole in the ground
to go to the loo.”

The group will spend the first and
last night in a hotel but will sleep in
tents throughout the rest of the trip.

Suzanne said: “As a security admin-
istrator this is something completely
different to my everyday life. I’m
excited that the walk will take in some

world heritage sites ”
She added: “I’m really pleased to

have reached the money I needed to go
and anything else now is a bonus.”

Anyone wanting to make a donation
to Suzanne can do so by visiting
w w w. j u s t g iv i n g . c o m / S u z a n n e - H a r ve y 4

UP FOR A CHALLENGE: Suzanne Harvey will be joining a group of fundraisers
taking part in a five-day trek in Cambodia in aid of the Essex air ambulance
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POLICE confirmed this week
they are investigating an alleg-
ation of a sexual assault on a girl
under the age of 13 in Harlow.

A spokesman for Essex Police
said on Tuesday a man has been
arrested on suspicion of sexual
assault of a child and released on
conditional bail pending further
e n q u i r i e s.

He is due to report back on
Tuesday, January 19.

No other information about the
suspect or the alleged offence
have been released.

Sex assault:
man arrested


