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YOPEY-winner Matthew
‘overwhelmed’ by award
Judges praise inspirational young entrepreneur who turned his life around

STUDENTS at a Harlow secondary school
have been left disappointed after a trip to
France was cancelled in the wake of the
terrorist attacks in Paris.

Pupils from Burnt Mill Academy, in
First Avenue, and Forest Hall School in
Stansted were due to travel this weekend.

But following the attacks in the French
capital, both schools took the decision to
call of the trip in the best interests of the
s t u d e n t s.

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office
has recommended British schools plan-
ning to take groups to France follow the
French ministry of education’s advice not
to travel.

Helena Mills, head of both Burnt Mill
Co-operative Academy Trust schools, said:
“The safety of our children is the most
important thing to us. I wouldn’t feel I was
doing my job if I allowed that trip to go
ahead because the world doesn’t feel very

safe for our children at the moment.
“It is such a shame as we know how

excited our children were and how much
they love to go and practise their French
actually in France with French people.

“They had such exciting things planned
on the trip but we hope we can work with
the travel company and organise it for
another time.”

The students were due to visit a Christ-
mas market during their trip.

School calls off students’ French trip after Paris terror attacks
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star@hertsessexnews.co.uk

A YOUNG man who turned his life
around after going off the rails as a
teenager has been named Essex
Young Person of the Year.

Matthew Martino, of Spinning
Wheel Mead, Harlow, was presented
with the YOPEY award by the Lord
Lieutenant of Essex at a ceremony in
London.

Matthew, 23, was shortlisted out of
hundreds of entries from across the
county and was chosen by a panel of
judges who said he had used his
“boundless energy” and business
skills to help others pursue their
d re a m s.

Matthew, whose family settled in
the UK from Zimbabwe in 2005, has
always shown entrepreneurial skills
and at the age of 14 he ran a market
stall selling mobile phone accessories
from China.

After leaving school at the age of 16
he went into acting and is now a film
producer. This, along with various
other business interests, provided
him with the money he needed to
learn to fly, but it was also the start of
his problems.

“I was really really bad,” he said. “I
think that the hardest thing was when
the first big cheque came in. I didn't
know what to do or where to go and
suddenly you have all these friends,
all these pals, and it’s like great, let’s
rent a boat, let’s go to St Tropez..

“It was really crazy and I guess that
it was just me acting out because I
d i d n’t have to spend and I didn’t need
to spend but I did.”

He once blew £3,500 on alcoholic
drinks for himself and friends on a
single night out in London and was
nearly deported from the USA after it
was believed he flew an aircraft solo
before he got his pilot’s licence. He has
got into public rows with other people
in the movie industry and used to go
on holidays “almost monthly” until
him mother took away his passport.

Then two years ago Matthew, who
still lives with his parents and sister,
realised he had to grow up and set up
the Matthew Martino Benevolent
Fund to help young people progress

into the two industries that helped
him make a success of his life – av i -
ation and arts.

“I’ve been interested in flying since
I was a little boy and I don’t forget the
support I received when I did my
private pilot licence. With the arts I
did some performing and then moved
onto producing. I am very thankful for
all the help I received.

“I think with the right support and
resources a lot of young people would
stay off the streets and work harder.
All it takes to succeed is drive and
passion. Hopefully with the grants,

scholarships and support MMBF
offer we can inspire a whole gen-
eration of young achievers.”

Although not yet a millionaire, he
said: “I have found greater wealth in
being able to do what makes me happy
and by helping others.”

He gave £50,000 to MMBF which will
last until the end of the year and has
signed over stakes in some of his
businesses to the fund, which is due to
gain official charity status soon. He
hopes the profits from these busi-
nesses will allow the fund to continue
supporting young people.

As well as continuing to make
movies and invest in other busi-
nesses, Matthew has returned to edu-
cation and is studying for a business
finance degree through the Open Uni-
ve r s i t y.

In reaching their decision to award
the YOPEY title to Matthew, the
judges said: “It is good to see that
someone who went off the rails is now
helping others.”

Presenting the award to Matthew,
the Lord Lieutenant, John Petre, said
he was an inspiration and a great
example to many young people.

M at t h ew ’s YOPEY prize included
£400 for MMBF and £100 for himself.

“I feel overwhelmed and I certainly
d i d n’t think I would win,” he said. “It
really shows me that I am doing what
I set out to achieve and that it is good
to give back to everyone.”

This year’s awards were sponsored
by Total Logic Security of Harlow,
EWA Bespoke Communications, Fish-
er Jones Greenwood Solicitors, Estu-
ary Housing Association and
Runwood Homes.

WELL DONE: Matthew receives his award from the Lord Lieutenant of Essex
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PEOPLE wanting a spot of exercise before they
tuck into their Christmas dinner can take part in a
December 25 parkrun in Harlow.

Vicky Calver, who organises the Saturday
morning 5km runs around the Town Park, is
hoping runners and volunteers will dress up for
the festive event, which will start at 9.30am.

It is the first time the parkrun has been held on
Christmas Day.

“The course set-up will be minimal but we will
still need some key volunteers,” said Vicky. “Please
feel free to add your name to the roster and make a
difference to someone’s Christmas Day.”

She added: “It would be rude not to come dressed
in a festive manner and there may well be mince
pies afterwards.”

Visit www.parkrun.org.uk/harlow for more
infor mation.

Christmas Day parkrun
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Saturday 19th December
All Inclusive Party Night

*includes FREE BAR

£59.00

Saturday 9th January 2016

January Sale Party Night
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Celebrate New Year’s Eve with Park Inn!

All inclusive Tickets £69.00 per guest

or stay the night with breakfast for

£200.00 per couple

Confrm 10 places to receive

ONE Free Ticket.

Quote: “10star2611”

Park Inn by Radisson Harlow.

Southern Way, Harlow, Essex, CM18 7BA

E: conference.harlow@rezidorparkinn.com

Please call today to book your place

Tel: 01279 829988
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