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‘T E X T S A I D MY SISTER
WAS SAFE: AT FIRST I
DIDN’T UNDERSTAND’
French tutor’s sibling was working in Paris as terrorists struck
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RELIEVED: Inset, Burnt Mill Academy teacher Guylaine Ganzhorn’s sister and many of her friends live and work in the French capital.
Background, Passmores Academy in Harlow paid its own tribute by illuminating the letters of the school name in blue, white and red

HAVE YOUR SAY: Share stories about and reactions to the Paris atrocities at h a r l owsta r.co.u k
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WHEN language teacher Guylaine Gan-
zhorn received a text message late on Friday
night to say her sister was alive and well, she
had no idea of the significance.

It wasn’t until the following morning she
learned of the attacks in Paris which claimed
129 lives, including Essex man Nick Alex-
ander who was selling merchandise at the
Eagles of Death Metal concert in the Bataclan
when the terrorists struck.

Ms Ganzhorn, who moved from France five
years ago to take up a teaching post at Burnt
Mill Academy in Harlow, said: “I received a
text from my mum on Friday night to say my
sister was OK, but I didn’t understand what
she meant.

“The next day, lots of friends began con-
tacting me to tell me about the attacks in
Paris and, of course, by then it was also on the
news. Thankfully, my sister was at home and
was completely fine.”

Wo rk
While the majority of her family live in

Saint-Étienne, her sister and many friends
live and work in the French capital.

“I have spoken to my sister and she said we
have to carry on with our lives as best we can
and to learn lessons,” said Ms Ganzhorn.
“The terrorists will win if we cancel our trips
to Paris and I don’t want that. The risks are
the same wherever you are; it could happen
a ny wh e re. ”

Ms Ganzhorn, who teaches French and
Spanish at Burnt Mill, said she has been
overwhelmed by the messages of support and

concern she has received since the attacks.
“I spoke with my form on the first morning

back about what has happened,” she said.
“The best thing we can do is to talk about it
and to tackle the misconceptions about what
has happened. As a languages teacher I am
here to teach languages but also to help
children to understand the different aspects
of cultures around them.

“That is really important. If young people

are aware of these things, maybe they can be
prevented from happening.”

Following the Paris attacks, Burnt Mill Co-
operative Academy Trust is putting all 900
members of staff – from cleaners to head
teachers – through Home Office training to
tackle radicalisation.

Helena Mills, head of BMAT schools with
includes Burnt Mill, Forest Hall in Stansted
and four Harlow primaries, said: “We know

that to prevent terrorism and atrocities, chil-
dren are the answer.

“If they feel included and safe in the com-
munity they live in and make others feel safe
and welcome, perhaps they can sort out what
appears to be a bit of a mess at the
moment.”

Passmores Academy in Harlow paid its
own tribute to the victims by illuminating

■ Turn to page 2
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Popular Essex man Nick
Alexander (left) killed in
Paris terrorist attacks
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I’m not proud
of my s e l f s ay s
MP after he
admits affair
HARLOW MP Robert Halfon has
spoken of his shame after admit-
ting he had an affair with a Con-
servative Party activist.

Mr Halfon, 46, who was pro-
moted to the position of deputy
chairman of the Conservative
Party after the General Election
in May, has a long-term partner
but is not married.

According to the Daily Tele-
graph, he was reportedly told of
an alleged plot by senior Con-
servative aid Mark Clarke to pho-
tograph him and the woman,
named as PR executive Alexandra
Paterson, in order to blackmail
him with the pictures.

This week Mr Halfon released a
statement in which he said he was
graeful for the messages of sup-
port he had received since the
story broke.

“My number one priority has
been to always work hard for Har-
l ow, ” he said; “What I did was
wrong and I feel ashamed. I am
not proud of myself.

Ability
“The most important thing to

me is to continue to repair my
relationship with my partner. I
will continue to work to represent
Harlow in Parliament to the very
best of my ability.”

A Conservative Party spokes-
man said it was investigating a
serious complaint against Mr
Clarke in regard to another mat-
ter, adding that party chairman
Lord Feldman had authorised an
investigation into that complaint
and disciplinary proceedings
have begun.

“Mark Clarke’s membership of
the party, and his involvement
with the party, have been sus-
pended pending the outcome of
those proceedings, which are in
progress. Mr Clarke was also for-
bidden to attend the Conservative
Party conference.

“If the allegations against Mr
Clarke are found to be true, the
Party Board will permanently
exclude Mr Clarke from the party.
There would be no prospect of him
being allowed to apply to be a
Conservative Party candidate of
any kind or to represent the party
in any respect again.”
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Anniversary is the time to celebrate parkrun

Overhead lines damaged during Storm Barney
Gemma Gardner
g e m m a . g a rd n e r @ h e r t s e s s e x n e w s . c o . u k

THE travel plans of thousands of com-
muters were thrown into chaos yes-
terday morning (Wednesday) when
train services through Harlow were
disrupted after a fallen tree damaged
overhead cables.

Train operator Abellio Greater
Anglia reported the fallen tree had
blocked lines and was forced to cancel
services between Harlow and Bishop’s
Stor tford.

The tree, which was brought down at
about 8pm on Tuesday by 60mph gusts

of wind during Storm Barney, damaged
power lines near Sawbridgeworth sta-
tion.

Network Rail engineers were dis-
patched to fix the damage and restore
normal services but disruption con-
tinued throughout the morning and
into the afternoon.

A modified service operated between
Liverpool Street and Harlow Town and
between Bishop's Stortford and Cam-
bridge, with two trains per hour run-
ning in both directions. A shuttle train
service ran between Bishop's Stortford
and Stansted Airport.

In addition, a limited replacement

bus service ran between Bishop's Stort-
ford and Harlow Town, calling at Saw-
bridgeworth and Harlow Mill.

Elsewhere in Essex there were
reports of trees falling across roads,
including one on the A1184 Harlow
Road, between Redricks Lane and the
Straw Hat restaurant.

Essex County Fire and Rescue Ser-
vice said its crews attended more than
25 incidents of trees on roads which
were deemed to cause a risk to life.

Essex Weather Centre said the
strongest gust of wind recorded in the
county was 64.4mph at Southend Air-
por t.

KEEP ON
RUNNING:
Harlow
Council
chairman
Tony Hall,
second left,
with
parkrun
d i re c t o r
Vi c k y
C a l v e r,
second
right, and
volunteers

A WEEKLY 5km run around Harlow Town Park which
regulary attracts more than 100 people celebrated its
first anniversary on Saturday.

In the 12 months since it started, more than 1,300
people have taken part in the Harlow parkrun and
almost 6,000 runs have been completed.

The free-to-enter runs, which were initially
launched with funding from Harlow Health Centres
Trust and Active Essex with support from Harlow
Council and Active Harlow, are now managed by a team
of volunteers led by event director Vicky Calver.

Harlow Council chairman Tony Hall turned up on
Saturday to cheer on the 149 people who took part in the
anniversary run, while Councillor Karen Clempner
made a birthday cake to thank the parkrun team and
the volunteers for their efforts.

The parkrunner of the year award was won by
Martin Elven.

Fallen tree causes
chaos for rail users

the letters of the school name in blue,
white and red – the colours of the
French Tricolore. Principal Vic God-
dard tweeted: “This is what our com-
munity stands for. It is a reflection of
the community I serve.”

Meanwhile, residents are being
invited to sign a book of condolence at
the Civic Centre. Harlow is twinned
with the town of Velizy-Villacoublay
which is located nine miles from the
centre of Paris. The book will be sent to
the mayor, Pascal Thevenot.

Harlow MP Robert Halfon expressed
his horror at the attacks. “Ter rorists
want us to be afraid, but the best thing
that we can all do is to carry on with our
lives and cherish the freedoms that they
want to destroy,” he said.

SOLIDARITY: Teacher Guylaine
Ganzhorn with (back row from left)
Anisha Hussain 12, Sophia Eaton 12
and Jefferson Samuels 12; front row
Zaya Maertons 12, assistant head
Shawki Bakkkar, Ricardo Ramirez, 13
and Joseph Baxter 12

A community in shock at Paris terror attacks
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