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Man arrested after car
crashes into house in
North Grove, Harlow

Police say victim of
street attack suffered
‘life-changing injuries’

Can you help to identify
man suspected of stealing
meat from Harlow Co-op?

M25 slip road closed for
24 hours after lorry spills
load of packages of lard

Characters from Frozen to
turn on town centre‘s
Christmas lights
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Hospital
says it is
already
i m p r ov i n g
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said: “We welcome the CQC
report and are grateful for
their recognition of the
capacity difficulties facing
the trust that have led to
both staffing and bed
shortages, as well as issues
in outpatients.

“Some of the actions
already taken to address
the concerns identified
i n cl u d e :
■ A concerted recruitment
and retention drive that
has led to a significant
increase in the number of
new nurses joining the
trust, with 200 expected in
the coming months.
■ Working with our
commissioners and social
care partners to create
facilities in the community
to ease pressure within the
hospital.
■ A considerable increase
in the number of nurses in
outpatients, an additional
400 outpatient clinics since
August, and the option for
patients to be seen and
treated elsewhere in order
to reduce waiting times. We
have also just completed
several months of rigorous
checks to identify and
follow up every patient
awaiting treatment.
■ Intensive training and
follow-up checks to ensure
awareness among all our
staff of existing guidance
around end of life care,
■ The introduction of a
state-of-the-art swipe-out
security and surveillance
system in the Maternity
and Children’s wards.

“We appreciate the CQC’s
recognition of the deep-
rooted culture of care and
compassion that runs
throughout the
organisation, as well as our
many areas of excellence.
We are never complacent
however and will continue
to work hard to address the
issues raised by the CQC as
well as replicate the good
and outstanding areas of
practice they found.”
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Feedback for school plan ‘completely positive’

Mental health trust
shuts ward for year
Gemma Gardner
g e m m a . g a rd n e r @ h e r t s e s s e x n e w s . c o . u k

H A R L OW ’S psychiatric intensive care
unit has been shut down raising ques-
tions about the provision of mental
health services in the town.

North Essex Partnership University
NHS Foundation Trust closed the eight-
bed ward, which is in the Derwent Centre
at Princess Alexandra Hospital, on Fri-
d ay.

A senior member of the nursing team,
who asked not to be identified, told the
Star: “The demise of mental health ser-
vices within the Harlow area is very sad
for patients and staff. Patients will suf-
f e r. ”

The foundation trust say the ward has
been closed as part of the £15m refur-
bishment of the Derwent Centre and will
reopen in 12 months, once the work is
completed.

In the meantime, patients who pose a
high risk to either themselves or others
will be sent to wards in Chelmsford or
Colchester to receive treatment.

But the trust has been accused of hand-
ling the closure badly by failing to con-
sult properly with staff and the public.

The staff member, who has worked for
the trust for several years, said that they
were told the unit would not reopen due
to the multi-million pound cost involved
in doing so.

“Staff were aware of the closure in May
2016 and in previous meetings earlier
this year staff were told that they would
be supported and measures put in place,
including a three-month consultation,”
they said.

“During the time of the first meeting
on October 20 and until the patients were
moved on Friday the patients became
very upset and unsettled,” they added.

“It was quite clear that the manage-
ment had not taken into account the
staff ’s psychological and emotional
needs. I work for a trust but there is no
trust in the management. It’s appalling,
towards the end the ward was in tur-
moil.”

The staff member said the situation
was made worse by a member of the
management team going on holiday
shortly before the closure.

They also said that during the week of
the closure, a patient was transferred to
another intensive care unit in a private
vehicle against guidelines.

Councillor Ian Beckett, who has cham-
pioned mental health services in Harlow,
added his concerns: “As someone with
experience of the Derwent Centre, as a

visitor, an inpatient and an outpatient,
I'm concerned to hear about the loss of
Shannon Ward albeit temporarily.

“The pressures this is likely to place on
crisis teams should not be underestim-
ated along with the logistical difficulties
it will present to patients and their fam-
i l i e s. ”

A spokesman for the trust said: “As
part of this work it has always been
planned that the Shannon House area of
the centre, which is the psychiatric
intensive care unit, would need to close
for a period of time and alternative
arrangements were already in place.

“However, as work has progressed it
has been found necessary to move this
closure forward. Shannon House has,
therefore, closed as of last week and the
patients have been moved to other units.
Alternative provision for patients requir-
ing intensive care are available else-
where in the trust.”

HELENA Mills said feedback
to Burnt Mill Academy
T r ust’s proposals to run a new
secondary school has been
“completely positive”.

The BMAT trust announced
last month plans to take on the
running of the former Pass-
mores Comprehensive site as
a new free school and sixth
form for students aged 11 to 19

years old.
BMAT now needs to secure

support from the Tendring
Road community and gain 750
signatures of support from
p a re n t s.

“The feedback has been
completely positive, and there
has been no negativity at all,”
said Ms Mills. “I think people
know we offer a really high

quality education and see a
real need for the school, and
particularly a sixth form.”

Ms Mills said she has met
with three headteachers from
primary schools in the
Tendring Road area and the
consensus has been that a new
school is needed.

The new school is scheduled
to open as a sixth form in

September 2017 and a multi-
form Year 7 entry from
September 2018. Burnt Mill
has until March to achieve the
target number of signatures.

The trust oversee the run-
ning of secondary Burnt Mill
Academy, First Avenue, Har-
low, and Forest Hall Academy
in Stansted and a number of
Harlow primaries.

High risk patients to be treated elsewhere in county


