
6 Star, Thursday, November 26, 2015 HSH-E01-S2 harlowstar.co.uk

PLANS to open a new free school
and sixth form on the former
Passmores site in Harlow were
discussed at a parents’ meeting.

The Burnt Mill Academy
Trust, which looks after two
secondary schools and four
primaries in Harlow and
Stansted, is considering applying
to sponsor the new school.

It needs the support of 750
parents of children in current
Years 3, 4, 9 and 10 if it is to
submit its proposals in March.

Should these be successful, the
new sixth form would open in
2017, and the secondary school –
the Burnt Mill Academy of
Excellence – a year later.

Helena Mills, head of BMAT
schools, told parents at the first
meeting at Roydon Primary
School the plans would satisfy a
need for extra school places in
H a rl ow.

Parents Gregg and Kelly Pike,
whose sons Ross and Max attend
Burnt Mill and Roydon Primary,
said: “It makes complete sense
for BMAT to set up a sixth form
and for parents to support the
trust going forward.

“They have put together a
lovely network of teachers and
schools working together.

“Our oldest son’s transition
from primary to secondary
within BMAT was amazing.
There were no issues as he
already felt comfortable at Burnt
Mill as he had spent plenty of
time there with transition
sessions and summer school.”

Proms trip for pupils
MUSIC: Albert Hall outing offers a taste of classics
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PUPILS from a Harlow primary
school left the classroom and
travelled up to London for an
evening of music at the Royal
Albert Hall.

The 30 youngsters in Years 3, 4
and 5 at Cooks Spinney Primary
Academy, in Cooks Spinney, were
attending the Music For Youth
Primary Proms.

The trip was possible because
the school managed to get free
tickets to the event.

The Primary Proms provides
children with the opportunity to
experience live music in a major
venue and encourage their
involvement in music in an
engaging environment.

Experience
From their position in one of

the concert hall’s boxes, they got a
perfect view of the orchestra who
treated the audience to a
programme of music from around
the world.

Deputy headteacher Amy Dias
said: “The experience the
children got was absolutely
amazing. They were just staring
in awe with their jaws dropped –
they couldn’t believe what they
were seeing.

“It was a great opportunity for
them to go to the Royal Albert Hall
and to see the full symphony
orchestra in action. The children
absolutely loved it. They were all

up dancing and singing along.”
■ Cooks Spinney Primary
Academy has taken inspiration
from a classic children’s story The
Lion, The Witch And The Ward-
robe to create a doorway through
to its outdoor nature area.

A wardrobe has been placed at
the entrance which pupils now
have to walk through.

“This wonderful area is an
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STUDENTS at Harlow College
did their bit to support the BBC’s
Children in Need appeal.

They raised almost £1,000 by
various means including
dressing up as superheroes,
baking cakes, organising raffles
and holding sweet tree auction.

Children In Need mascot
Pudsey kept popping up around
the campus during the day and
even found time to enjoy a spot
of pampering in the college’s
hair salon.

In addition, college A-level
student Elliot Lewis was seen by
millions of television viewers
completing The One Show’s
Rickshaw Challenge, in which
six young people took it in turns
to pedal the 470 miles from
Land’s End to the BBC’s studios
at Elstree.

Education

Proms trip for pupils
MUSIC: Albert Hall outing offers a taste of classics

opportunity to expand the
classroom and opens us up to so
many more activities,” said Ms
D i a s.

“T here’s a lot more to learning
than what is taught in the
classroom. Not all of our children
are able to get out and about and
to explore with their families and
so we are giving them that oppor-
tunity at school. We see an

improvement in pupils’ vo c abu -
lary, confidence and imagination
when they have been working in
the nature area, but also their
behaviour improves.”

Head of school Stuart Pope
added: “Outside learning oppor-
tunities are a key feature of all
year groups’ long-term planning
and is marked explicitly on their
p l a n s. ”

College raises £1,000 for Children in Need appeal

GIRL POWER: Students dressed as superheroes for the day

Paralympian Wendy inspires Freshwaters students
INSPIRATIONAL athlete Wendy
Smith, who represented Great
Britain at the 2004 Paralympics,
spoke to pupils about her life and
ambition when she visited a
Harlow primary school.

Wendy suffered spinal injuries
in a motorbike accident but went
on to play wheelchair basketball
for GB. She is now a qualified
sports psychologist, sports mas-
sage therapist, basketball coach
and a referee and has just started
to train as a sprint kayaker.

During her visit to Freshwaters
Primary Academy, in School
Lane, she talked about her
achievements, including getting
back to walking with a stick and
riding bikes and horses.

Freshwaters is supporting the
Be The Best You Can Be! pro-

gramme developed as an educa-
tional legacy of the London 2012
Olympic and Paralympic Games.

Wendy told the children: “At the
age of 17, I had a horrific motor-
bike accident which resulted in a
severe spinal injury, among lots of
other injuries, and a year-long
stay in hospital.

“I was told I would never walk
again but I battled for years at the
gym, devising my own rehab plan,
and now walk with sticks.

“I believe in the programme
because it really does work. I have
seen children transform from
states of ‘I can’t do that’ to ‘I can do
t h at ’ during the three hours I
attend schools. At the end of the
programme, all the children
involved understand their lives
are their creation and respons-

HEROIC EFFORT: Pudsey and
Superwoman cheer on students

ibility and that with belief and
application, they can.”

Children will now be taught the
skills they need to follow their
d re a m s.

Head of school Marios
Solomonides said: “The children

really took to Wendy as she is
from Essex and so they could
relate to where she started from.

“She showed them life isn’t just
about having one plan but having
a plan B and C, too. She wanted to
be a mechanic before her accident
and so didn’t focus on anything
else at school. Her accident made
her change her path.

“We are looking at how to
implement the programme
throughout school and are con-
fident it will raise attainment as it
will make the children more
focused and see a purpose to what
they are learning.

“Life isn’t about competing
against others to be the best, it’s
about being the very best you can
be and competing against your-
s e l f. ”

CHAMPION: Wendy Smith with
Freshwaters pupils


