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Students trip to 
France stopped 
after terrorism
A festive school trip to France has 
been cancelled  after the killings in 
Paris.

Students from Forest Hall School, 
in Stansted, were due to take the 
trip this weekend to practise their 
French speaking.

Following the terrorist attacks 
which took place in Paris on Friday 
November 13, the school said it had 
been forced to make the decision in 
the best interests of  their young 
people.

The Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office has recommended British 
schools planning to take groups to 
France follow the French Ministry 
of  Education’s advice not to travel.

Helena Mills, head of  Burnt Mill 
Co-operative Academy Trust, which 
includes Forest Hall, said: “The 
safety of  our children is the most 
important thing to us. I wouldn’t 
feel I was doing my job if  I allowed 
that trip to go ahead because the 
world doesn’t feel very safe for our 
children at the moment.

“It is such a shame as we know 
how excited our children were and 
how much they love to go and prac-
tise their French actually in France 
with French people. They had such 
exciting things planned on the trip, 
but we hope we can work with the 
travel company to go another time.”

IN BRIEF

Call for two men 
to join Sister Act
DUNMOW: Two men are needed 
for a production of  Sister Act 
by The Dunmow Players 
Musical Theatre Company. 
Anyone from 15 upwards will 
be considered.
The show is at Foakes Hall 
from April 7-9.  The two 
comedy parts are Joey and 
Pablo (who sometimes speaks 
Spanish). They are members 
of  the underworld gang 
hunting for Dolores Van 
Cartier who is hiding in a 
convent. Rehearsals are 
generally Monday and 
Thursday but not everyone is 
wanted on both nights before 
the end of  the year. Contact 
Sue on 01371 872657.

GREAT BARDFIELD: A 
Christmas wine sale will be 
held at Bardfield Vineyard  
on December 12 and 13 from 
9am to 5pm.  
Memberships of  the Bardfield 
Vineyard Wine Club are 
available. 01371 810776 or 
info@greatlodge.co.uk.

Sale of award-winning 
wine at vineyard

Victory for villagers after 
developers plant hedging
A public footpath and hedgerow have 
been restored in Takeley after 
protests from villagers.

After a year-long campaign, led by 
parish councillor Natalie Sullivan-
Smith who stands for the Residents 
Party, the right of  way near the 
Friars Place development has been 
replaced.

In 2014, Countryside Properties 
removed part of  the hedgerow to 
extend their building site onto a 
public footpath. 

Protestors said the hedge provided 
a visible boundary to the develop-
ment as well as a habitat for wildlife. 
Despite villagers’ objections, the 
developer was granted retrospective 
planning permission to allow the rest 
of  the hedgerow to be uprooted. 

Cllr Sullivan-Smith said this week: 
“I am pleased that we have success-
fully preserved this much used and 
important right of  way. We insisted 
that the fence was moved back, 
retaining the access and restoring 
the footpath width, which is impor-
tant for pushchair access and dog 
walkers.  Even though it will take a 

number of  years to grow to its full 
height, importantly the hedge has 
now been replanted.”

She added: “Countryside 
Properties have said they will 
complete the final hedgerow works 
before Christmas. But it is disap-
pointing that residents had to get 
involved to make the district council 
and developer do the right thing.

“It is also frustrating that the 
district council refuses to make all 
developers adhere to the Considerate 
Constructors Scheme as part of  
granting planning permission. 

“It happens elsewhere, why not in 
Uttlesford?”

Angela Singer
angela.singer@archant.co.uk

 � Natalie on the footpath.

A spokesman for Countryside 
Properties said: “We are pleased  
that the issues with the  
footpath have been resolved.   
We have moved the new fence  
line back and incorporated  
planting that will grow and mature 
over time. We have also provided a 
cut-through from the Friars Place 
development to the Flitch Way 
bridleway as suggested by residents. 

“We will  shortly be  
adding a 1.2metre-tall post and rail 
fence with rabbit proof  mesh along 
the footpath to protect the saplings 
and help them to grow as quickly as 
possible.”


