
Observer, Thursday, October 15, 2015 21hertsandessexobserver.co.uk BIH-EO1-S2 EDUCATION

STUDENTS at Hockerill Anglo-
European College got a glimpse
of life beyond school when the
Bishop’s Stortford secondary
hosted a careers fair.
More than 50 representatives

of businesses in the area, as well
as universities and colleges from
as far afield as Edinburgh and
Exeter, offered advice and
information about a variety of
careers, courses, apprenticeships
and gap years.
The event, organised by the

Dunmow Road school’s careers
department, was held St Albans
Hall and gym.

Sectors
It covered a range of business

sectors, including technology,
engineering, medicine, law,
financial services and the Army.
Local businesses represented

included developer Weston
Homes, property consultants
Barker’s, marketing firms
Simpsons Creative and Sowerby
Group, and the Herts & Essex
Observer.
Two former Hockerill pupils –

pilot Adrian Bowker and
computational biologist Brian
Aldam – had stalls, and Hockerill
parents Dr Sarah Pitkanen, a GP,
and gastroenterologist Dr
Rosemary Philips offered
guidance on healthcare.

Politician back at school where he was ‘shining star’
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School’s turnaround among best in Essex
By Elizabeth Reeve
elizabeth.reeve@hertsessexnews.co.uk

FOREST Hall School in Stansted
has been named among the most
improved in Essex.
Its summer GCSE pass rate of

60 per cent of students achieving
five or more A* to C grades,
including English andmaths, was
up 17 percentage points on the
previous year’s figure.
The success, which comes after

the school became part of the
BurntMill Co-operative Academy
Trust (BMAT) in February,means
other schools are now looking to
ForestHall for guidance onhow to
achieve the same.

Increase
Clare Kershaw, acting director

of commissioning, education and
lifelong learning at Essex County
Council, said in a letter to the
school’s head teacher, Stephen
Hehir: “The 17% increase puts
Forest Hall among the most
improved schools in Essex in
2015.
“These increases will offer stu-

dents greater choice in their next
steps and, as a result, improved
life chances over time.

“These improvements in out-
comes are a credit to the strategic
leadership of the school and the
rigour with which students were
prepared for the examinations.
“I am sure your standards and

excellence commissioner will be
in touch to arrange a meeting to
discuss how these results were
achieved in order to share suc-
cessful strategies with other
schools.”
Since BMAT took over the

school, radical changes have been
made, including the introduction
of study clubs and revision ses-
sions during school holidays, to

raise the aspirations of students.
Mr Hehir said: “The students

are amazing ambassadors for my
school and their behaviour is
amazing. Now they have the belief
that they can also achieve highly
and make outstanding progress
just like the cohort of 2014-15.
“Our staff are always willing to

challenge the students to learn
difficult skills and concepts, but
they are also ready to support
students to achieve this learn-
ing.

Barrier
“Becoming stuck in learning is

not a barrier here anymore.
“I feel very fortunate to be the

head of this school and I look
forward to this school becoming a
beacon of high achievement into
the future.”
Helena Mills, head of BMAT,

said: “It is all about belief. Chil-
dren succeed when leaders and
teachers tell them, show themand
constantly encourage them to be
successful.
“We know when children have

the best teachers in theworld they
will achieve amazing things. I
know the school will become an
outstanding one soon.”

Ex-students
return for
Hockerill’s
careers fair

A POLITICIAN and former
student at The Bishop’s
Stortford High School (TBSHS)
returned to the London Road
secondary to address a packed
hall of sixth-formers and politics
students.
Ed McRandal, who left the

school in 2004 to go to university,
stood as the Conservative
candidate in this year’s General

Election in the safe Labour seat
of Liverpool West Derby.
He was the first politician in

this year’s TBSHS programme
of speakers, part of the
citizenship education of the
students, which aims to inspire
young people to create a better
society.
Ed spoke on a wide variety of

topics, including his experiences

in the May election and political
issues such as tax cuts and
refugees. He encouraged
students to be interested in
politics and society, and to get
involved and make their world a
better place.
Students asked questions,

with Ed later commenting on
how many had researched their
subjects and were extremely

well informed, keeping him on
his toes.
He tweeted: “Great questions,

engaged students and Mr
Etheridge as energetic as ever.
TBSHS & TBSHS 6thForm at its
best.”
Simon Etheridge, the school’s

subject leader for religious
studies and citizenship, said:
“Ed is a brilliant former student

destined for the House of
Commons.
“His presentation to the

students was eloquent,
enlightening and engaging, and
he demonstrated characteristic
humility, honesty, humour and
debating skills.
“A shining star in Year 7 1997-

98 and now – he was wonderful
with the students.”

RETURN VISIT: Politician Ed McRandal with students during his visit to his old school, Bishop’s Stortford High

GOOD RESULTS: Forest Hall
students Findlay Tait and
Matthew Shepherd on GCSE
results day in August

Forest Hall near
top of class for
improved grades


