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West End
classic to
be staged
at Felsted

Bags of kindness: Collecting clothes to help refugees
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Net gain as high
school launches
online newspaper
Site launched with help from Observer
By Sophie Taylor
observer@hertsessexnews.co.uk

STUDENTS at the Herts and
Essex High School have launched
their own online newspaper.

The Network, which will
appear every half-term, is the
work of sixth-formers at the Bish-
op’s Stortford secondary who
have created content ranging
from politics and opinion to sport
and style for the rest of the
s ch o o l .

Media and film studies teacher
Demetris Christophy proposed
the idea after arriving at Herts
and Essex last year from a school
in Chingford, which had also star-
ted an online newspaper.

He said: “Online school news-
papers are an amazing way to give
a platform for student voices and
to celebrate school life in a power-
ful way, giving students the oppor-
tunity to write about their
interests, to showcase talents and
to get some great experience run-
ning something as varied and
engaging as a website like this.”

More than 30 students in Years
12 and 13 contributed to the first
issue, with some submitting art-
icles and opinion pieces, such as
culture desk writers George

Hellings and Harry Reynolds, and
others helping to edit, market and
produce the website, including
Rhiannon Lowe and Isobel Nash.

Senior editors Charlotte Crosby
and Sophie Taylor gained exper-
ience in working with social
media after setting up Twitter and
Facebook pages.

Vi d e o s
The website features a section

called Live Desk, edited by Guzel
Djumanalieva and Oliver Wilcox,
with videos of short films and
musical performances by past
and present students.

It also features an autumn pho-
tography competition, an idea put
forward by senior photography
editor Emma Njagi.

The online newspaper has
formed a partnership with the
Herts and Essex Observer, where

some of The Network team have
been given the opportunity to go
on work experience and learn
more about the journalism
i n d u s t r y.

The Network has already
enabled young people to gain
experience in editing, writing,
recording and web design, and
provided many Year 13s with
extra-curricular activities to add
to university applications and
CVs. It is hoped that girls lower
down the school will be eager to
get involved and write their own
content for the online paper,
which Mr Christophy hopes will
become an established legacy.

Head Cathy Tooze said: “I am
thrilled that Herts and Essex is
leading the way with an online
newspaper specifically designed
to give out the good news of all
that happens in our school.

“The Network promises to be
an exciting and dynamic read,
totally student-led and student-
centred. There can be no doubt
that the standard will be high and
the contents will be varied and
inspiring.”
■ Visit the website at www.then-
etworkhe.com, follow on Twitter
@network_he and like ‘The Net-
wo rk ’ on Facebook.

FELSTED School is to perform
the West End musical Jesus
Christ Superstar for four nights
later this month.

Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd
We bb e r ’s rock opera exploded
onto the musical scene in 1971,
stunning audiences and
changing the face of musical
theatre forever.

It tells the story of the last
seven days in the life of Jesus
and his relationship with Judas
Iscariot through a ground-
breaking score.

As compelling today as it was
at its inception 44 years ago,
Jesus Christ Superstar has some
of musical theatre’s most
legendary songs, from I Don’t
Know How To Love Him,
E ve r y t h i n g ’s Alright and
Gethsemane through to, of
course, Superstar.
■ Jesus Christ Superstar runs
from Wednesday to Saturday,
November 18-21. For tickets,
contact boxoffice@felsted.org or
phone 01371 822619. Tickets cost
£15 (£20 for premier seating).
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OUTRAGED by the treatment of
refugees, students at Forest Hall
in Stansted and at their sister
school, Burnt Mill Academy in
Harlow, have been collecting
clothes for those affected.

They were moved by news
reports from Calais and wanted
to do something to help.

Special assemblies were held
to raise awareness of the
situation in Syria and to spark
debate, empathy and an
understanding of democracy.

Working with CalAid, the
schools, which are part of the
Burnt Mill Academy Trust, are
sending out the clothes to
refugee families.

Hannah Jones, humanities
teacher at both schools, said:
“Our students were moved by
the stories of families who have
found themselves homeless with
no possessions.

“They decided they would
hold a collection to gather
clothes to send to the refugees.

“It shows our young people
that just because this isn’t
happening in our country
d o e s n’t mean it isn’t happening
and we should do what we can
to help.

“Our students want to have a
positive contribution in the
wider community and show
awareness of what’s going on
p o l i t i c a l ly.

“They have developed
empathy skills as they are
putting themselves in someone
else’s shoes and considering
what it would be like.”

Students were shown the Save

the Children viral video advert,
Most Shocking Second a Day –
featuring 12-year-old Burnt Mill
student Lily-Rose Aslandogdu –
which hit home about children
living with the effects of war.

The 93-second online film has

amassed almost 50 million views
on YouTube since it was
released in March last year to
mark the third anniversary of
the Syrian civil war.

It is based on the true stories
of children living through the

conflict. It features Lily-Rose as
a young girl experiencing the
effects of a hypothetical civil
war in London by showing a
second a day of her life over the
course of a year from one
birthday to the next.

By the end of the video, she
has lost both parents, her face is
disfigured and she is in a
hospital bed. It ends with the
line “Just because it isn’t
happening here, doesn’t mean it
i s n’t happening”.

MEDIA TEAM: The Network
team, with media and film studies
teacher Demetris Christophy

HELPING HANDS: Students at
Forest Hall with some of the

clothes they have collected for
refugees in Calais


