
10 THURSDAY DECEMBER 15, 2016 www.chelmsfordweeklynews.co.uk

Charity extends hours
over Christmas period
A CHARITY has extended
its opening hours to support
bereaved parents over
Christmas.
The Stillbirth and

Neonatal Death Charity,
also known as Sands, knows
the festive period can be a
particularly sad time for
parents who have lost a
child, so its helpline will
be open every day over the
festive period, including on
Christmas Day, New Year’s
Eve and New Year’s Day.
The confidential helpline

provides a safe place for
anyone affected by the death
of a baby to talk and get
information from trained
Sands support staff.
Dr Clea Harmer, chief

executive of Sands, said:
“Bereaved parents tell
us that Christmas can be
highly emotional for them as
they spend time with their
close friends and families
and remember their babies
who have died. I would
urge anyone who has been

affected by the death of a
baby to get in touch if they
want to talk to us over the
festive period.”
The Sands Helpline will

open during the following
hours:
Christmas Eve: 10am to

3pm and 6pm to 9pm.
Christmas Day: 10am to

3pm and 6pm to 9pm.
Boxing Day: 10am to 3pm

and 6pm to 9pm.
Tuesday, December 27

until Friday, December 30:
9.30am to 5.30pm.
New Year’s Eve: 7pm to

12am.
New Year’s Day: 10am to

3pm.
Monday, January 2:

10am-3pm.
The Sands Helpline

number is 020 7436 5881 or
email helpline@uk-sands.
org
Visit uk-sands.org/

support/how-we-offer-
support or follow the
charity on Twitter at
twitter.com/sandsuk

Entrepreneur is lauded
in national competition
A CAR salesman-cum-entre-
preneur has been recognised
in a national competition…
after building up his busi-
ness from his mum’s house.
Adam Stott, 33, from

Chelmsford, was one of
eight entrepreneurs lauded
by judges at the 2016 Amazon
Growing Business Awards,
held in London, for the suc-

cess of his business Big
Cars.
Mr Stott said: “I’m very

proud to have been includ-
ed in such a distinguished
list of entrepreneurs by
such a well-known name
in global enterprise. It will
be another record-breaking
year so this is a really nice
Christmas bonus.”

PRODUCTS which enable a loved
one’s ashes to be worn as jewellery or
returned to nature among the trees have
earned an Essex company an award.
Secure Haven Independent Funeral

Directors, in Margaretting, attended the
Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium
Management Learning Convention
and Exhibition and came away with a
trophy.
The Best Exhibition Stand award was

voted for by the 125 delegates, speakers
and invited guests at the event in
Oxford.
Managing director Cheryl Yarwood,

who runs the company with husband
Paul, picked up the award for the
display of their extensive range of
innovative products and green concepts
for helping the bereaved lay their loved
ones’ ashes to rest.
Secure Haven offers brass urns

to take pride of place in the home,
environmentally-friendly urns enabling
loved ones to be put to rest along with
nature, plus a range of modern silver
jewellery with discreet compartments
for ashes to be stored.
Cheryl, who has researched and

sourced the products from around
the world, said: “This demonstrates
how times and needs are changing
and the industry’s decision-makers
are embracing new innovation to help
bereaved families.
“It was a great honour to receive this

award for the efforts of everyone at
Secure Haven. Now Secure Haven has
become a tranquil funeral home, too,
we can assist families before they need
our services, all the way through their
journey to grief recovery.”
More than 80 exhibitors represented

38 companies from all aspects of the
industry at the event.

Innovative
funeral firm
wins award

Honour - managing director Cheryl Yarwood picks up Secure Haven’s award

Plea to government
over education cuts
COUNCIL bosses have
urged the government to
delay multimillion pound
cuts to education funding
in Essex.
Under current propos-

als, Essex County Council
would see its Education
Services Grant slashed by
more than two thirds - from
£10.6million-a-year to just
£3million from August next
year.
The funding is set aside

for “school improvement,
education welfare services
and national curriculum
assessment”.
Letters have been written

to education secretary Jus-
tine Greening and Chan-
cellor Philip Hammond,
outlining County Hall’s
concerns.
Ray Gooding, county

councillor for education

and lifelong learning, said:
“We are committed to en-
suring all pupils in Essex
receive the best possible
education and are fully sup-
portive of the Government’s
aspiration for ‘Educational
Excellence Everywhere.’
“However we have serious

concerns about the impact
and timing of this reduction

in funding.
“While we welcome last

week’s announcement that
£50million of new money
will be made available to
local authorities in recog-
nition of their responsi-
bilities over maintained
schools, when compared to
the £600million reduction
to the Education Services

Grant nationally, this is still
a significantly reduced pot
of funding.”
The plans were drawn up

due to an understanding
more schools would become
academies - reducing the
statutory responsibilities
of local authorities set to be
reduced.
In Essex, two thirds of

schools are yet to convert -
prompting calls for the tim-
ing of the funding reduction
to be reconsidered.
There are also concerns

the progress made by Es-
sex schools in recent years
could be damaged.
According to last week’s

Annual Ofsted Report,
which is based on inspec-
tion data up to the end of
August, 95 per cent of Es-
sex secondary school pupils
now attend schools rated as
good or outstanding – the
highest in the East of Eng-
land and above the national
average of 78 per cent.
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Letter - Ray Gooding has written to education secretary
Justine Greening about cuts to education funding in Essex

Big Cars - Adam Stott’s business now employs 75 staff


