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Tinsel, toys and 
candy – no it’s not 
Christmas
What specialist yarns are going to tickle your fancy?

z As knitting and crocheting 
becomes a popular pastime for 
a much younger generation of 
crafters, a wealth of specialist 
and unique yarns are in a 
greater demand. But which 
quirky yarns are worth investing 
in? Kelly Clark reports.

Gone are the days of only 
having to make a decision over 
the colour of thread to use for 
your project. Today, crafters can 
get inspired by a wonderful world 
of specialist yarns, from bulky to 
luxury, hand-dyed to un-dyed and 
even tinsel.  As a retailer, it can be 
extremely difficult to know which 
of these trends will hang around 
long enough for it to be worth 
your while stocking the product.

One trend retailers cannot 
afford to ignore, according 
to yarn supplier King Cole, 
is the toy-making side of 
knitting and crocheting.

King Cole specialises in 
hand and machine knitting yarns 
in hundreds of shades and in 
qualities ranging from 100 per 
cent acrylic to 100 per cent 
wool. They also supply pattern 
designs and knitting books.

Jo Humberstone, UK sales 
manager, said: “Our two main 
yarns in this niche-driven trend 
are Luxe and Tinsel. We have 
an extensive range of patterns 
to suit all abilities of knitters, 
but patterns which are also on 
trend, appealing to a younger 
market, generating a buzz in 
knitting for the next generation.

“Tinsel is available in 30 
colours, from pastels to vivid 
brights, making it ideal for all 
year-round projects. Luxe Fur 
is available in seven colour 
ways, ideal for knitting cute 
realistic fun animals.”

According to King Cole, the 
toy-making and accessory 
projects with these established 
yarns are driven by the following – 
•  easy to make
•  quick, low cost projects
•   good range of colours in both 

yarn and premium quality
•  patterns appeal to all ages. 

With a good range of different 
projects
The company sees a boost in 

tinsel sales when its larger than 
life mascot Spike the hedgehog 
goes on tour around the country.

Jo said: “This pattern 
continues to sell day in, day out 
with retailers proactively knitting 
samples of Spike in every colour 
available! It is these creative 
retailers who inspire and help to 
generate these trends that we 
see and the longevity of this 
particular trend.

“These trends are driven by 
the retailers and consumers, but 
with social media playing a huge 
part in keeping these trends 
alight. Many retailers will be 

blogging about the new 
patterns and colour available in 
these yarns as well as using 
Facebook and other social 
media platforms.”

King Cole, which exports to 
more than 40 countries from 
its North Yorkshire base, has 
these modern projects in mind 
and provides yarns which are 
machine washable, anti-piling, 
with soft fibres for babies.

Jo said: “For us, it is 
important that firstly we 
provide an excellent service to 
our retailers; our quality has to 
be second to none. We are also 
aware of knitters’ needs so we 
make sure we always use 
premium quality fibres when 
spinning to produce premium 
quality yarns.

“We also have a great team 
of designers who are always 
looking for that next trend, 
making sure our designs are 
up to the moment and 
appealing to all generations. It 
is important to be inspiring 
young knitters to carry on the 
fantastic craft and encourage 
new knitters, as well as existing 
ones, to have fun through 
knitting.”

Stylecraft supplies yarns 
and patterns to more than 
1,000 UK shops as well as 
exporting around the world. 
While celebrating its 27-year 
heritage, the company also has 
an eye firmly on the future and 
technological developments, 
bringing out unusual yarns 
regularly.

Its commitment to social 
media and an army of bloggers 
– affectionately called 
Blogstars – helps to influence 
modern trends inspired by 

technical developments within 
the industry.

Annabelle Hill, sales and 
marketing director, said: “Modern 
tapes are very important and 
yarns such as our Mystique 
are made from unusual fabrics 
which are softer and have 
much more drape. Hand-dyed 
effects such as Batik and Batik 

Elements, which is just about 
to launch, are very popular to 
create a really individual look 
to a garment. We are also 
excited about multi-stranded 
colour-change yarns where 
single strands within the yarn 
change colour at different points. 
This creates a gradual colour 
change which is much more 
subtle than conventionally spun 
yarns. We will be launching 
one of these yarns in August.

“Special Candy Swirl, which 
is a long repeat colour change 
yarn, has been a very fast seller 
which launched on June 15.

“We believe knitters and 
crocheters have a real appetite 
for this kind of yarn which is 
made with Special DK, a yarn 
that people know and trust.

“We are always looking 
for new and exciting yarns to 
complement our ranges. We 
spend a lot of time researching 
and watching trends and 
working with our spinners to 
develop new and unique yarns.”

King Cole knitting yarns
require stockists in

many areas.

We have booked another massive
advertising campaign and are being
inundated by knitters requesting the

location of their nearest King Cole stockist.

Call NOW to find out more.
Join us on Facebook & Twitter

For every King Cole pattern you buy, a donation wil  l be made to the Pink Ribbon Foundation.

Tel: 01756 703670

or email: enquiries@kingcole.com

www.kingcole.com
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E: viridianltd@gmail.com    T: 0117 300 5244
www.viridianyarn.com

TRADE ENQUIRIES:  

Knitting Needles & Accessories

UK Distrubutor for:
• Opal • Eucalan

Sock Yarn Specialists

VIRIDIAN 1-8 2 col_VIRIDIAN  26/01/2017  16:18  Page 1


