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ALL CHANGE
How does the new grade
system equate to the old
one?
■ A* 9 (higher band) - 8 (lower
band)
■ A - 7
■ B - 6 (higher band) 5 (lower
band)
■ C - 4
■ D - 3
■ E - 3 (higher band) 2 (lower
band)
■ F - 2 (higher band); 1 (lower
band)
■ G - 1
■ U - U (No change)

Harlow’s exam
stars rise to the
challenge posed
by a tough new
marking system

GCSE RESULTS: There’s glee after the uncertainty as the town’s six secondary schools produce yet another strong set of results

By William Mata
william.mata@hertsessexnews.co.uk

HARLOW students secured top
GCSE results against a “b a ck d ro p
of uncertainty” and confusion
surrounding the new marking
system.

Last Thursday head teachers at
the town’s six secondary schools
spoke positively about their
pupils’ perfor mances.

This is the first year a revised
marking system is being used,
with numbers replacing letter
grades for English and mathem-
at i c s.

All other subjects are marked
as previously.
■ St Nicholas School
St Nicholas, Hobbs Cross Road,
Old Harlow, celebrated “outstand-
ing” results in the first year of
head teacher David Brown’s
re i g n .

In total, 93 per cent of students
gained at least five A* to C grades,
or the equivalent 9 to 4, including
mathematics and English, which
is the benchmark.

Mr Brown, who took charge last
September, said: “I am immensely
proud of each and every one of our
Year 11 leavers.

“The outstanding results they
have achieved this year is test-
ament to the hard work they have
put in, the dedication of the teach-
ing faculty and the support of our
parents and the wider school com-
m u n i t y. ”
■ Stewards Academy
Students at Stewards Academy,
Parnall Road, registered “pleas-
ing,” results with 72 per cent

passing mathematics and 71 per
cent passing English with at least
the equivalent of a C.

Hannah Furness, a top per-
former with ten results of at least
an A or equivalent level 7, said: “I
am proud of myself for managing
the exam process and seeing that
my hard work has paid off.”

Head teacher designate Helen
Ginger said: “I am delighted to see
the hard work of staff and pupils
rewarded with very pleasing res-
u l t s. ”
■ St Mark’s West Essex
Catholic School
Following on from their A-level
success last week, St Mark’s West
Essex Catholic School, Tripton
Road, recorded 84 per cent of
pupils passing the English bench-
mark and 70 per cent for math-
e m at i c s.

Elaine Heaphy, head teacher,
said: “Against a backdrop of

change and uncertainty, for teach-
ers, pupils and parents, we have
maintained some excellent
achievements and we are
delighted.

“I am delighted that the hard
work of our Year 11 pupils and
their teachers has been rewarded
with these excellent results.

“I am proud of every pupil in
accepting and meeting the chal-
lenges of these exams.”
■ Passmores Academy
Passmores Academy, in Tracyes
Road, saw 62 per cent of students
pass English and 60 per cent pass
mathematics, in line with the
Gover nment’s target.

Vic Goddard, principal, said:
“So much has been said in the
press about how hard it is to get
the top grades in the new English
and mathematics GCSEs.

“It is therefore fantastic that 18
per cent in English and 10 per cent
in mathematics got the equivalent
of an A or better.”

He added: “There is no doubt
those that worked the hardest and
took the extensive and amazing
opportunities to extend their
knowledge and skills got the res-
ults they deserved which is how it
should be.”
■ Burnt Mill Academy
There was also success for Burnt
Mill Academy, First Avenue,
where 79 per cent met the bench-
mark for mathematics and 73 per
cent for English.

John Blaney, head teacher, was
proud that 24 per cent of GCSE
grades were A* or A, while 53 per
cent were A* to B.

He said: “I would like to thank

all of our students, staff, and par-
ents for their hard work and con-
tinued support.

“Staff at Burnt Mill go above
and beyond. Our students put in
the additional hours and it really
does pay off. I am immensely
proud of all they have achieved.”
■ Mark Hall Academy
Mark Hall Academy, First Aven-
ue, saw 51 per cent of students
reach the benchmark grade for
both mathematics and English.

Corinne Franceschi, principal
since 2013, said: “Year on year, we
have seen improvements in our
results from what was a severely
failing school.

“Staff and students have
worked exceptionally hard and
we continue to move forward on
our upward trajectory of improve-
ment.

“I am delighted that all of our
students have secured further
education places, training or jobs
and that we have helped to secure
successful pathways for them
all.”

Stewards Academy students in Harlow celebrate their results
St Nicholas head boy Curvis Esdelle, head girl Esha Alex, Joseph
Suiter and Maximilian Thompson jump for joy

Temisan Ukuti and James Baxendale-Nye of St Mark’s

Jack Piggott of St Mark’s with his mother

Sneha Sunil of St Mark’s and her mum
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GCSE RESULTS: There’s glee after the uncertainty as the town’s six secondary schools produce yet another strong set of results
Burnt Mill Academy students
had many reasons to be
cheerful on GCSE results day

Iva Thomas of St Mark’s looks happy after picking up her results


