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NEWS

Teen with leukaemia 
bags his GCSEs early

NNN Charlie gets maths and English GCSEs after six weeks in Year 10
By Catherine Johnson

A TEENAGER battling leukaemia 
is celebrating after passing his 
maths and English GCSEs a whole 
year early. 

Maltings Academy student 
Charlie Corbett was diagnosed 
with leukaemia in the middle of  
Year 10.

Knowing he had years of  ill 
health and treatment ahead, the 
15-year-old set about preparing to 
take his exams a year early.

Last week he picked up a grade 
six in English language and five in 
maths and English literature.

Mum Lisa said: “Charlie did 
six weeks of  school in Year 10 and 
hasn’t been back since. 

“Within two weeks of  the di-
agnosis, he wanted to go back to 
school. As a family, we have stayed 
positive and his school work has 
helped him to have a focus.

“I have seen him be sick from 
the chemo with his revision books 

around him. I’ve sat with him in 
hospital while he’s been having 
blood transfusions and worked on 
the laptop at the same time.”

Having missed months of  

schooling while he underwent ag-
gressive chemotherapy treatment, 
Charlie had a task at hand to sit 
exams covering modules he hadn’t 
yet been taught.

Charlie, whose only sign of  the 
blood cancer was a painful jaw, 
dreams of  going to university to 
become a computer game designer. 

He said: “I was not expecting 
to pass these exams as I have not 
been at school for so long. It was a 
big relief  to open my results and 
it has taken some pressure off  of  
next year. 

“Revising has been something to 
take my mind off  my illness. I’m 
looking forward to going back to 
school and getting back into the 
swing of  things.”

Having had nine months of  ag-
gressive treatment, Charlie has 
been in the maintenance period for 
four weeks.

He has oral chemotherapy 
nightly, a lumbar puncture every 
three months and intravenous 
chemotherapy monthly, which will 
continue for three years.

Mrs Corbett said: “To see him 
achieve those grades after all of  
that makes us so proud. 

“I burst into tears when he 
opened his results.”

NEIGHBOURS got together to spruce up and have a 
clear out of the area where they live.

Greenfields Community Housing organised the 
clean-up event in Pryor Close, Witham, earlier this 
month.

IT was part of Greenfields’ celebrations for its tenth 
anniversary, and is one of the housing association’s 
make a difference days.

The housing association has organised a number 
of community days across the district.

Some are chances to meet and have fun with 
activities. Others, such as the clean-up, are a way of 

joining together to make the community a better place 
to live for all.

A skip and several bags were filled with unwanted 
junk.

Betsy Hitchcock, 90, said: “I thought it was 
excellent idea to have a skip to save people flytipping 
in the area. 

“It was good to see the neighbours out helping and 
increasing the community spirit.”

Arron Samson, Greenfields’ neighbourhood 
manager, said: “Each event gives us the chance to 
support our residents in a variety of ways – be it to 

tidy their gardens, have a good clear-out, get to know 
their neighbours or just keep their children busy in 
the holidays. We also want to draw attention to all the 
services we and our partners offer, so they know that 
we’re there when they need us.”

The residents who rolled up their sleeves and put 
on their cleaning gloves also got to know each other 
better.

The next event will take place in Coldnailhurst 
Avenue, Lancaster Way and Wingate Close, Braintree, 
on September 5.

Visit http://bit.ly/2vsz6o0 for more details.

Community gathers to clean up the streets

Student with dyslexia celebrates top GCSEs
A STUDENT with dyslexia who 
once risked dropping out of 
education is celebrating after 
getting top marks in his GCSEs.

Forest Hall School student 
Finnbarr Ambrose, from 
Braintree, struggles to read and 
write because of the condition. 

His parents once feared 
he would leave education 
completely and fought to get 
him into the Stansted school, 
which has a specialist dyslexia 
support unit.

Last week Finnbarr collected 
grade 7 in English literature and 
grade 6 in English language, 
both higher than strong passes.

Paul Ambrose, Finnbarr’s 
dad, said: “Before he started 
there, we feared he would leave 
education, but instead he is 
looking to go onto sixth form 
and university.

“There has been a 
phenomenal transformation 
since the arrival of Burnt Mill 
Academy Trust and headteacher 
Mr Hehir. 

“The school started putting 
on early morning lessons and 
after-school sessions and the 
teachers were still there over 
the holidays to help students. 

“They inspired in Finnbarr 
the desire to learn. Every child, 
no matter what their abilities, 
should been given the support 
they need to achieve.”

Finnbarr was given the 
assistance of a reader and 
a scribe to be able to sit his 
exams and when his classmates 
took language lessons, Finnbarr 
spent time in the DSU going 
over his school work and 
learning techniques to help him 
to cope.

Business to help 
bereaved children
A WITHAM business has team up 
with a charity for a new campaign 
aiming to help parents plan for their 
children’s futures.

Bespoke Support Network, 
based in Guithaven Street, 
has joined Winston’s Wish, a 
charity that supports children 
suffering bereavement, for the 
#SupportingWishes campaign.

The aim is to help Winston’s Wish 
continue its work with children as 
well as encouraging parents to put 
measures in place to protect their 
children after they pass away.

Over the next three months the 
business will make a donation from 
every will and life insurance policy 
they sell.

Jon Bannister, of Bespoke 
Support Network, said: “I am 
delighted to be supporting such an 
amazing charity as Winston’s Wish. 

“Being able to do something for 
the children and young adults they 
support is an absolute privilege.”

The business will also be offering 
some free advice on wills and life 
insurance policies over the next six 
months. 

Social media key to 
securing votes
A COUNCILLOR hopes to go viral to 
win over future voters.

Essex County Council’s youngest 
councillor, Stephen Canning, wants 
to use social media to appeal to 
younger voters with the risky 
#becauseoftories Twitter hashtag.

He said: “The party needs 
to realise young people of my 
generation and below no longer 
have a stake in capitalism. 

“Conservatives need to ensure 
the successes of the past also 
benefit young people - by reforming 
the housing market, by ensuring 
the cost of living for young people 
is under control and making sure 
that the opportunities to learn are 
open for them.

“It’s a way of helping to show 
the positive case for Conservatism, 
countering myths about our record 
and what we’ve achieved.”

Chairman of the Braintree 
Constituency Labour Party, Malcolm 
Fincken, said: “I think it is a step in 
the right direction.

“However, I think his efforts will 
be in vain.”

Recycling targets 
missed by residents
HOUSEHOLDS across the district 
have missed recycling targets set by 
Braintree Council.

During the first quarter of the 
financial year, 52.06 per cent of 
waste was sent for reuse, recycling 
or composting, compared to a 
target of 53.50 per cent.

Braintree Council says the figure 
reflects a national trend and is well 
above the national average. Slightly 
more waste was sent to landfill 
than the council were aiming for 
as well.

The tonnage of waste not 
recycled was 110kgs compared with 
a target figure of 108kgs, however 
the figures are still to be verified by 
Essex County Council.

Figures regarding flytipping 
revealed all 163 incidents reported 
to the council were cleared in a day.
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NNN PROUD: Maltings Academy student Charlie Corbett, 15, proudly opens his results

NNN SUCCESS: Finnbarr 
Ambrose, from Forest Hall 
School, is aiming for university


