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Pupils celebrating after 
latest GCSE results day

NNN But Witham academies refused to release results after changes to English and maths
PUPILS in Witham have celebrat-
ed picking up their GCSE results 
- but schools refused to release the 
grades after changes to maths and 
English exams. 

The 2017 exams saw students 
sitting the new grade nine to one 
GCSEs for the first time.

Exams had different content and 
paper styles, which are believed to 
be more difficult and do not pro-
vide a simple equivalent to A* to G 
grades. 

Both New Rickstones Academy 
and Maltings Academy withheld 
the new grade and overall results 
from the Times.

However Maltings Academy later 
published them on its website. 

In English 66 per cent of  pupils 

achieved a four or above and 51 per 
cent achieved a five or above. 

In maths 70 per cent achieved 
a four and above and 47 per cent 
achieved a five or above. 

The academies had both said At-
tainment 8 and Progress 8 figures 
will be available in the autumn 
term from the Department of  Edu-
cation. 

Emma Baker, head of  Maltings 
Academy, said: “We are really 
pleased with the students’ results 
this year. 

“Despite the significant changes, 
students have performed extremely 
well. 

“This is a testament to the staff, 
students and parents/carers and 
the hard work and commitment 

they have shown.”
The changes mean it is impossi-

ble to compare any of  this year’s 
GCSE maths and English scores 
with previous years. 

However, Maltings Academy 
praised the attainment of  students.

It said 100 per cent of  those taking 
triple science achieved three GCSE 
grades from A* to C and 79 per cent 
achieved A* to C for science (addi-
tional). 

GCSE French also saw great re-
sults, with 77 per cent of  students 
achieving A* to C. 

Damian Lee, head of  New Rick-
stones Academy, said: “The stu-
dents deserve a great deal of  credit 
in gaining such good results during 
times of  significant change. 

“They have achieved their results 
with hard work and dedication 
to their studies, as well as a huge 
amount of  support and commit-
ment from the staff  here at New 
Rickstones.”

High achieving pupils who 
achieved a grade seven or higher 
in English and maths included So-
phia Cook, Betsy Goodfellow, Jakub 
Drawert, Casey Cash, James Jen-
nett, Masi Kawome, Thomas Banks, 
Molly Smith and Isaac Whenmouth.

The school was particularly 
pleased with the success of  students 
in music, with 100 per cent of  stu-
dents achieving A* to C grades. 

Drama improved for the third 
year running with 91 per cent of  
students gaining a grade A* to C. 

French and business students 
also performed well with 57 per cent 
of  students achieving grades A* to 
C in both subjects. 

The Helena Romanes School, in 
Great Dunmow, saw 68 per cent of  
students achieve a standard pass in 
English and maths. 

English results showed a signifi-
cant improvement, with 85 per cent 
of  students achieving a grade four 
to nine.  In maths the grade four to 
nine figure was 70 per cent. 

At Felsted School English and 
maths excelled, with pass rates of  
97 and 98 per cent respectively, and 
55 A* grades shared across those 
subjects. 

 A total of  23 pupils achieved sev-
en or more A* and A grades.

NNN CELEBRATE: High achieving pupils at New Rickstones Academy proudly show their GCSE results NNN SMILES: Pupils who excelled in their GCSEs at Maltings Academy opened their results early last Thursday

Pals will stay together in sixth form after top GCSE results
FRIENDS will be off  to sixth form to-
gether after celebrating excellent GCSE 
results. 

The majority of  New Rickstones 
Academy and Maltings Academy stu-
dents will be off  to study A Levels in 
September. 

Two pals from New Rickstones Acad-
emy, Jakub Drawert and Betsy Goodfel-
low, will be off  to Colchester Sixth form 
in September. 

Jakub, who got two A*s, three As, a 
distinction and a grade seven, said: “I’m 
pleased with my results because now I 
can do the courses that I want to do. 

“I will be doing all the sciences and 
maths, which I’m doing at Colchester 
Sixth Form. They also offer medic stud-
ies which I also want to do and it’s just a 
new place.

“In the future I want to do something 
in medicine, or maybe be a vet.

“I did a lot of  revision to get my 
grades. I was doing a lot of  notes trying 

to get cramming done, but I pick up lan-
guages quite easily.”

Both have other friends from New 
Rickstones Academy who will also be 
going to Colchester, as will several from 
Maltings Academy. 

Betsy, who achieved five As, a grade 
eight and two grade sevens, said : “I’m 
very happy with my results. I did do bet-
ter than I thought, I got more As than I 
thought I would.

“I’ll be going to Colchester Sixth form 
as well to study history, geography, Eng-
lish literature and classical civilisation 
for A Levels.

“I’ve chosen Colchester just for a 
change and I have friends who are going 
to be there. 

“I think I will do something related to 
English, I have thought about publish-
ing.”

This year saw students sitting the new 
grade nine to one GCSEs for the first 
time in maths and English.

Provisional figures released by Es-
sex County Council show 66.2 per cent 
achieved at least level 4 - a pass at grade 
C under the old system and regarded 
by the Department for Education as a 
standard pass - in English and maths.

While direct comparisons cannot be 
made with last year’s results, the figure 
for Essex this year is above standards 
for 2016 A* to C in English and maths. 

Ray Gooding, Essex County Council’s 
Cabinet Member for Education, said: 
“These excellent results cap another 
excellent year for education in Essex 
and are testament to the hard work of  
schools, teachers and tutors and their 
pupils. 

“New grading scales have begun to 
be introduced this year to signal that 
GCSEs have been reformed and to help 
better differentiate between high per-
forming pupils.

“I would therefore like to extend extra 
congratulations to all pupils.” 

NNN SMILES: Jakub Drawert from 
new Rickstones Academy

NNN PROUD: Betsy Goodfellow from 
New Rickstones Academy

Twins are pleased with GCSE scores
TWINS are celebrating their GCSE results 
and have said they will be keeping their 
distance from each other during sixth 
form.

Georgie and Tom Driver picked up their 
results from Maltings Academy last Thurs-
day and will be heading off  to Colchester 
Sixth Form in September.

The siblings plan on studying for differ-
ent A Levels, with one aiming for an ap-
prenticeship and the other for university. 

Georgie, who got one A*, five As, and 
grade nine and seven GCSEs, said: “I’m re-
ally pleased with my results and so is my 
mum. 

“I thought that I was going to do worse 
in media, but obviously I didn’t. I got an A 
and I was expecting a C.

“I will be going to Colchester Sixth Form 
after to do A Levels in English literature 
and language, business, psychology and 
sociology. 

“I am trying to keep my options open for 

TEENAGERS beamed as they 
picked up their GCSE results in 
Witham. 

High achievers from New Rick-
stones Academy and Maltings 
Academy arrived early last Thurs-
day to collect their results. 

Maltings Academy student Jack 
Wilson is planning on a varied ca-
reer, including sports and being a 
stock broker.

He said: “I’m really happy with 
my results, I was really nervous 
about them – I didn’t sleep much 
last night.

“Some of  it comes quite natural-
ly to me but I struggled with maths. 
The new exams were quite hard 
because the questions worked dif-
ferently.

“I’ll be going to Colchester Sixth 
Form to do A Levels in economics, 
biology, English, PE and business. 

“I have always wanted to own my 
own sports business, so I have cho-
sen that to get a good understand-
ing.

“I also want to be a stockbroker so 
I have chosen economics.”

Map genius Alf  Wilson enjoyed 
a trip to Italy with Maltings Acad-
emy and now plans on plotting the 
World.

He said: “I got a nine in maths, I 
am beyond pleased with my results.

“I’m going to Colchester Sixth 
Form next to do maths, geography, 
physics and further maths. I’m pret-
ty positive I’m doing enough maths.

“I’m looking to become a cartog-
rapher. I have always had an inter-
est in maps and I like drawing them.

“For my classics we went to Italy 
and I saw Sorrento, Pompeii and 

Rome.
“My dad teaches and my mum 

has just started a new job so they 
couldn’t be here, but I am making 
them wait until later before I tell 
them.

“I told my grandparents and they 
are really proud.”

New Rickstones Academy stu-
dent Sophia Cook enrolled at the 
school in Year 8 after moving from 

Japan.
She said: “My dad is British and 

my parents wanted me to speak 
more English, I also have family 
over here.

“I like learning stuff. I’m staying 
here in sixth form and doing maths, 
physics and chemistry.

“I’m not sure what I want to do in 
the future yet, but I want to do some-
thing to do with maths, I enjoy it.

“I think my parents will be 
pleased with my results, they 
thought I might get a seven in maths 
and I got a nine.

“My dad did the same A Levels as 
me, but my mum is quite artistic.”

New Rickstones’ musical maestro 
Thomas Banks plans on a career in 
a tricky industry, but has a back-up 
plan sorted.

He said: “I’m definitely pleased 

with my results. I’m going to sixth 
form here to do A Levels in music, 
business and English. 

“I want to chance a music career 
and that has a three per cent suc-
cess rate, it’s the same as acting.

“The chance of  doing something 
in that area is slim, so that’s why 
I’m doing business as a back-up.

“My dad knows I’m in the top six, 
but he doesn’t know my results.”

NNN JOY: Jack Wilson from Maltings 
Academy got one distinction*, three As, 
three Bs, and grade seven, six and five

NNN CELEBRATE: Alf Wilson from Maltings 
Academy got six A*, one GCSE grade nine 
and two grade eights

NNN STAR: Sophia Cook from New 
Rickstones Academy bagged two A*, two 
As, three Bs and a grade 9

NNN CHUFFED: Thomas Banks from New 
Rickstones Academy walked away with 
eight GCSEs and a distinction in music

Headteacher ‘immensely proud’ as schools welcome results 

Students have sights set on A-levels after top performance

NNN TWINS: Tom and 
Georgie Driver from 
Maltings Academy 
celebrate their GCSE 
results from Maltings 
Academy

STUDENTS from Honywood Community Sci-
ence School were left delighted after receiving 
an impressive set of  GCSE results.

In total seven out of  ten pupils from the 
school gained passes in both English and 
maths, using the new system.

Many youngsters excelled and the four top 
achievers at the school gained forty GCSE 
passes between them, with 32 of  these being 

at grades A*, A or equivalent.
Kitty Attwood and Will Spicer received 22 

of  those grades between them, with all of  
them coming at grades A*, A, or seven, eight 
and nine on the new grading scale.

Headteacher Simon Mason said: “Whilst it 
is almost impossible to compare this year’s 
outcomes to those in the past, our analysis 
suggests that no cohort in the school’s history 

has left us enjoying greater academic success 
or being better prepared for the challenges to 
come. 

“We are so proud of  the immense effort 
all our youngsters put into their studies this 
year. 

“They have learned so much about their 
subjects, but also about themselves as they 
have pushed themselves to overcome the chal-

lenges they faced. 
“They leave our school as confident and 

characterful young people who will never 
shirk a challenge and will make a great con-
tribution to our country in the years ahead. 
We could not be more delighted with them.”

At Notley High 64 per cent of   students 
gained grades nine  to  4  in  both English and 
maths this year.  

the future, I would rather do an apprentice-
ship than go to university.”

The pair plan on seeing each other on 
the train for Colchester Sixth Form and 
have chosen different subjects to study for 
the next two years. 

Tom got grade six for maths and English 
literature, grade 8 for English language, 
four As, a B and a C.

He said: “I’m really happy with my re-
sults, I mostly got what I was expecting.

“I’m going to Colchester Sixth Form 
next to do politics, economics, classics and 
chemistry. I won’t see Georgie much there 
because we’re doing different subjects.

“We mostly keep our distance at school 
but we’ll see each other on the train be-
cause we have to.  

“I’m not sure what I want to do next, I’m 
hoping to go to university – quite far away 
from home.

“My mum’s happy, she came along with 
me today.” 


