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Witham Sixth Form pupils 
celebrate successful year

NNN Increase in university places offered to students and top results in vocational courses
DELIGHTED students from With-
am Sixth Form are looking forward 
to bright futures after picking up 
their A-Level results.

Despite more students than ever 
from the combined Maltings Acad-
emy and new Rickstones Academy 
centre being offered university 
places, the results achieved were 
slightly lower than the high levels 
set last year. 

A total of  53 per cent of  students’ 
A-Level results at the combined  
Witham colleges were between the 
top grades of  A* and C.

The percentage of  results be-
tween grades A* to E fell from  
97 per cent last year to 90 per cent 
last Thursday. 

However total of  70 per cent of  

the combined results, in both A-lev-
el subjects and other equivalents, 
were A* to C grades.

The same percentage of  students 
managed the feat last year. 

Major changes have been imple-
mented to A-Levels like English 
language and biology by the govern-
ment.

The results last Thursday were 
the first grades awarded in 13 sub-
jects that have been reformed, with 
a move away from coursework, mod-
ular exams throughout the course 
and the decoupling of  AS Levels, 
making them more challenging for 
students.

Debbie Kershaw, director of  With-
am Sixth Forms, said: “At Witham 
Sixth Forms, we are pleased with 

our students’ results which are tes-
tament to their hard work and de-
termination. 

“This is reflected in an increased 
number of  university places being 
offered.

“We pride ourselves on offering 
the correct courses for the young 
people of  Witham so we are espe-
cially happy with the results of  the 
applied courses. 

“These results will see our stu-
dents accessing the right universi-
ties or employment for them which 
is what we are about.

“As the exam boards have said, 
the pass grades are now more dif-
ficult to achieve and, with that in 
mind, we are really pleased with 
these outcomes.”

Some students marks still stood 
out however, with soon-to-be Bank 
of  England apprentice James Col-
lier achieving two A*s and two As 
and new London accounting ap-
prentice Leanne Sayers picking up 
an A*, a B and a C.

This year the school also marked 
a noted movement towards more 
applied courses and results in these 
were said impressive. 

In these applied courses - level 3 
BTEC qualifications such as busi-
ness studies, ICT, sport, performing 
arts, media and personal business 
finance – 100 per cent of  the grades 
were A* to C. 

BTEC students like new Univer-
sity of  Northampton student Lucky 
Tshielon received two distinction*s 

and a distinction and Elisha Lacey 
achieved three distinction*s.

Figures from across the coun-
try show that the proportion of   
students achieving the very high-
est grades in their A Level results  
has risen for the first time in six 
years. 

National figures show that more 
than one in four, 26.3 per cent, of  
A-Level entries scored an A* or 
A this summer, up 0.5 percentage 
points on 2016.

Boys also pulled ahead of  girls for 
the first time in terms of  achieving 
A* and A grades.

Students collected their A-Level 
results at the Witham Sixth Forms 
centre, at New Rickstones Academy, 
in Conrad Road. 

NNN CHEER: Witham Sixth Form students and staff leaders outside the centre in Conrad Road NNN PUPILS: Katie Osborne, Adrian Opone, Leanne Sayers, Tyler Pavitt and James Collier 

Mixture of excitement and nerves for pupils progressing
WITH two A* and two A grades in his 
A-Levels, James Collier could easily have 
gone to Oxford or Cambridge.

However the 18-year-old had a different 
plan - in part thanks to the careers advice he 
received at Witham Sixth Form.

James, who got A*s in mathematics 
and Sociology and As in further maths and 
economics, will start an apprenticeship at 
the Bank of England in September. 

The teen decided to take on the role 
because of his interest in statistics and data.

James said: “I have had an interest in 
statistics since GCSE but I did not know what 
I wanted to do and one of my teachers told 
me about the apprenticeship and it all fell 
into place.

“The staff take it upon themselves to help 
you here and the careers advisor has been 
very helpful in finding me and a lot of people 
jobs.

“I don’t know all that much about what I 
will be doing. It is one of those things where 
you learn on the job.”

The Witham student was joined by his dad 
Philip and step-mum Julie who were both 

delighted with his impressive results. 
James said: “It was a massive relief when 

I finished my exams and I didn’t think much 
about it at all. Not because I wasn’t nervous 
but because I have been so busy going to 
work.

“I felt nervous this morning though and I 
really didn’t want to open the envelope. The 
not knowing was actually quite nice.

“I have done a lot better than I needed to 
as I had to go through several interviews.

“But I wanted to get the results for myself 
more than anything because the stress you 
are put through by this stage you feel if you 
do not do well it is a disappointment.”

Now his exams are over, James is planning 
to take a while off of work and spend the 
next few weeks relaxing before starting 
his new job at the prestigious bank in 
September.

Chloe Marshall, 18, bagged an A in English 
and two Bs in business and psychology in her 
results and will be starting a degree in her 
favourite subject psychology at the University 
of Cardiff next month.

The student, of Silver End, said: “I find it 

really interesting and it is something that I 
want to go into as a career.

“The sixth form has given us so much 
support with after school revision sessions 
and assemblies so we know what we can do 
afterwards. 

“The staff here really helped me work out 
what I wanted to do.

“I am not sure what I want to do yet, I 
need to wait and see.” 

Chloe knew before she opened the 
envelope that she had achieved her dream 
university place.

She said: “I didn’t actually get the grades I 
was told I needed but I got in to university. It 
was a nice surprise.

“The grades are what I wanted to get so I 
am really pleased with them.

“It is scary now that it is all over, and 
exciting, but I am very very nervous. 

“I am nervous for moving away and I think 
I will get home sick. People have asked me 
what I am doing after sixth form and now I 
know. 

“I am going to celebrate for the rest of the 
summer, relax and get ready to move.”

NNN STATISTICS: James Collier is 
starting an apprenticeship at the 
Bank of England in London

NNN RELIEVED: Chloe Marshall 
gained her place at the University 
of Cardiff to study psychology

Off to uni despite exam ‘meltdown’
AFTER a nightmare exam period, Katie 
Osborne, 18, was not expecting much when 
she went in to collect her results.

But the Witham Sixth Forms student, 
of  Silver End, is now off  to study marine 
biology at the University of  Exeter’s Corn-
wall campus in Penryn after getting an A 
in mathematics, a B in chemistry and an-
other B in biology.

Katie said: “I had a bit of  a meltdown in 
the exams so I was expecting very little.

“I couldn’t even complete some of  the 
exams so I would have been happy with 
anything. 

“The support here at the sixth form is 
unbelievable. I was here early most morn-
ings before exams and everyone was doing 
everything they could to get me through 
them.

“Without the teachers I would not have 
got the results I achieved.”

The budding scientist now hopes she can 
carve a career for herself  in the industry.

THERE were smiling faces all 
around as Witham Sixth Forms 
students picked up their A-Level 
results. 

After receiving the three Bs he 
needed to secure his place on the 
history degree course at the Uni-
versity of  Essex, Tyler Pavitt, 18, of  
Witham, was visibly delighted.

He said: “It feels like a weight off  
of  my shoulders now.

“I am excited to start the course. 
Whereas at GCSE and A-Level you 
do not get a whole lot of  freedom 
you get a lot more at university. You 
are quite free to do what topics you 
like.

“I am going out to celebrate to-
night with my friends and also my 
family separately tonight.”

Leanne Sayers said she had been 
sleeping all summer, but must have 

been pleased she pulled herself  out 
of  bed last Thursday to collect the 
envelope.

Her top result was in art, for 
which she received an A*, but she 
also picked up Bs in both mathemat-
ics and English literature. 

Rather than joining many of  her 
peers in setting off  to university, the 
18-year-old is starting an appren-
ticeship at an accountancy firm in 
London - and can’t wait to get start-
ed. 

Leanne said: “Most people are 
going to university but I decided it 
wasn’t for me.

“I am a bit nervous because it is a 
completely new experience. 

“I stayed in Witham throughout 
school and A Levels and I have al-
ways been with the same people and 
the same teachers but this will be 
new.

“I think the teachers here are 
amazing. The sixth form is really 
small and everyone knows each oth-
er. I feel very comfortable with the 
teachers and they help us a lot.”

Adrian Opone, 18, is starting a 
course in accounting and manage-
ment at the University of  Essex 
after getting two distinction *s and 
a distinction in his BTEC qualifi-
cations in business, ICT and travel 
and tourism.

He said: “I have always wanted to 
do it. At first I wasn’t not sure I was 
going to get the grades I wanted but 
it all turned out well.

“I feel really happy, I thought I 
had to do quite well to get in and I 
did.

“I am excited but I will have to get 
the bus every day to Colchester so 

now I am planning to concentrate 
on passing my driving test over the 
summer.”

Eager 18-year-old Lucky Tshielo 
has already up sticks from Witham 
and moved to Northampton.

He starts his accounting course 
at the University of  Northampton 
next month.

Lucky achieved two distinctions 
in sport and information technol-

ogy and a distinction in personal 
business and finance. 

He said: “The university had al-
ready offered me an unconditional 
place. During my studies here I did 
a work placement in an accounting 
firm and I got hooked from then. It 
is definitely what I want to do.

“I will be celebrating tonight and 
my mum is going to take me on hol-
iday to celebrate as well.”

NNN STUDENT: Tyler Pavitt will be studying 
history at the University of Essex

NNN WORK: Leanne Sayers is starting a job 
at an accountancy firm in London

NNN DELIGHTED: Adrian Opone is moving 
on to study accounting at the University 
of Essex

NNN PLEASED: Lucky Tshielo is starting at 
the University of Northampton and has 
already moved in to his new town

Focus is on tailored careers advice for each individual pupil

Students delighted with results and look to future careers

NNN DELIGHTED: Katie 
Osborne with proud 
dad David 

WITHAM Sixth Form’s focus this year has 
been on finding the right career path for 
every single student, according to the one 
staff  member. 

Aaron Baker, careers and work related 
learning manager at the sixth form, said it is 
important to emphasise that going to univer-
sity does not suit everyone.

He said: “It is about chasing the right thing 

for the right person.
“Some kids like James Collier could go to 

Oxford or Cambridge but I know them and 
you realise that university is not necessarily 
right for them. 

“He wants to show the world he can do it 
now.

“I will bring him back in to talk to students 
in the future and I am building a collection of  

students like that, all with different achieve-
ments.”

The sixth form has also been working hard 
to build up stronger relationships with em-
ployers in the area, who could potentially 
find jobs for students as soon as they leave 
education.

Five students have already taken jobs in 
this way in the past few years. 

Mr Baker said he was proud of  the stu-
dents, but that exam results were not the end 
of  the world.

He said: “For me it is about not letting their 
grades define them - even if  they have been 
successful.

“I see it as they have got to push themselves 
further. I want them to go out in the world and 
show it what they can do.”

Katie said: “I knew I wanted to do some-
thing with biology but it took my a while to 
focus on what I wanted to do. 

“I have always been interested in marine 
life, although not academically, so I decided 
on that.
“I want to do the degree and see where it 
goes. 

“There is a lot of  opportunities out with 
the qualification.”

Dad David said: “I am a very proud dad 
this morning. We just assumed she would 
not pass them.

“We came here today feeling like she was 
not going to get the results due to the prob-
lems she had with the exams. 

“It is a big surprise and it is life chang-
ing for her. 

“Now she has just two or three weeks to 
turn her life around and get ready to start 
university.

“The teachers here made a hell of  a lot 
of  difference.”


