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Doing the right thing
Until his death at the age of 73, Bill Ives was still very much the man behind 

Rainham Steel. This hugely successful businessman built his company and his 
reputation on a mantra of ‘doing the right thing’ and before he died, he become a 
founder of a new multi-million pound hospice with a hefty investment. Kelly Clark 

spoke to him in one of his last interviews before he passed away in September

During more than 40 years in business, 
Essex businessman Bill ives is most proud 
of the fact he has never had to make anyone 
redundant. in fact, rainham Steel still 
employs a number of people who were there 
right at the start in 1973, when the steel 
stockholder and distributor was formed. 

‘There have been ups and downs in the 
economy, of course, but we have always done 
well,’ says the man estimated to be worth 
£368m. ‘i am very proud of the young people 
we have worked with; who we have trained 
up and watched become very successful 
businessmen. Many of them still work with 
us today. i think that is because they have 
always been treated fairly; they are looked 
after and we are looked after. There is no 
satisfaction in doing people over. i’m not 
soft, obviously, but you have to do the right 
thing by people, especially people who work 
for you. Together, we do the business.’

rainham Steel has grown and diversified 
over the years into a large and highly 
profitable industry, making Bill one of the 
country’s most successful businessmen. 
While most would be kicking back and 
enjoying the fruits of their labour into their 
retirement years, Bill – still chairman of 
rainham Steel – is in constant touch with 
his managers and is kept abreast of the 
daily dealings within his business. To him, 
it’s more about family than just a day job. 

‘So many of these people have joined 
the company as young men and women 
and i’ve watched them grow up, get 
married, have children and they’ve asked 
me to become godfather. i have so many 
godchildren, you wouldn’t believe it!’

While the father-of-one is the proud owner 
of a £10m home he had built for himself on a 
ten-acre plot four years ago, a fleet of sports 
cars and a collection of 100 koi carp his 
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business has afforded him, being a high-
flying businessman was never the dream. 

‘i was an amateur boxer, winning the ABA 
heavyweight title in 1966, 1967 and 1968. 
i could have turned professional, but i was 
short sighted and there weren’t the treatments 
available back then to enable me to continue 
boxing – plus, i wasn’t actually very good! it 
was a blessing in disguise, as it turned out.’ 

The keen sportsman would spend 
every night of the week at Eton Manor 
Boys’ Club in his youth, training or 
simply having a cup of tea and hanging 
out. ‘Young men in those days were a bit 
sparky and it kept me off the streets.’

The love of the sport stayed with 
him even when hopes of a career in the 
ring were dashed, flying to America to 
spend a weekend at the Chicago home of 
Mohammed Ali – an ‘incredible man’ – in 
2004 and also meeting Mike Tyson.

While his alternative path has brought 
him a star-studded, wealthy lifestyle, he’s 
always been determined to keep a level 
head. ‘Some people are flash with money, 
but are not as rich as they like you to think. 
We have always been the other way; money 
doesn’t last if you spend it like that. if it was 
between having an extravagant lifestyle 
or helping to prolong or save lives, there 
wouldn’t be any choice in that for me. it’s 
about priorities and doing the right thing.’

it was Bill’s late wife, rita, who died 
in 2004 after a long battle with Crohn’s 
disease, who brought Havens Hospices to his 
attention as she was a keen supporter. So, 
in her memory, Bill donated £1,000 which 
marked the start of the ongoing relationship 
which has seen his colleagues not only 
fundraise for the charity, but some looked 
after by them at the end of their lives. 

As the charity prepares to develop a brand 
new adult hospice costing £16m, Bill has dug 

even deeper, handing over £1m to help bring 
the project one step closer to fruition. ‘in our 
society, a hospice has a very big and important 
role to play,’ says the project founder. ‘Havens 
Hospices are trying to build a new hospice to 
accommodate more patients and to provide 
a safe and happy environment for the time 
they have left. it’s a cause i’m very happy to 
support. it feels like i am doing something 
worthwhile. it’s nice to do the right thing and 
do some good. i’m a great believer in karma; 
if you do good, then you get good. i am very 
lucky and have a lot of support around me, 
but not everyone is so fortunate and they have 
to turn to hospices for the care they need.’

it was Bill’s partner in boxing TV 
channel Boxnation, Frank Warren, who 
introduced the idea of ‘giving with warm 
hands’ – making gifts when you are alive 
rather than leaving instructions in a will.

The contributor is keen to appeal to 
others to follow his lead, to make as large 
a donation as they are able to do, to enable 
the build to go ahead as soon as possible. 

‘The hospice desperately needs support 
from the community to achieve their target, 
especially from those of us who can boost the 
fund by a large amount. i know exactly where 
my money is going; i am informed every step of 
the way with the development of the hospice. 
There is considerable satisfaction in knowing 
the difference we can all make to help others 
in future and i am asking everyone to dig 
deep and help in any way they can. We never 
know what the future holds for any of us.’ w

Editor’s Note
Sadly Bill passed away shortly after this 
interview took place. Essex Life and Havens 
Hospices would like to share their condolences 
with his family at this difficult time.

Find out 
more

Havens Hospices will be 
launching an appeal soon 
to raise money for the new 
Fair Havens Hospice. If you 

would like to make a 
donation, please contact 
Louise Gloyne, the capital 
appeal project director, on 
01702 220313 or lgloyne@

havenshospices.org.uk 
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Bill with his late wife rita in 1995

Bill met his boxing hero Mohammed ali at his home in Chicago


