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The aim of this lesson, inspired by the artist Kandinsky, 
is to shake students’ perception of subjects in isolation - 
to go on a creative journey that combines dance, drama, 
music, painting and more. It’s derived from our desire to 
break the mould in how students respond to art. 

Forming the beginning of an independent learning 
skills SOW, we found the lesson is successful in engaging 
young minds with new ideas. It also lays the foundations 
for further work that places creative art disciplines  
at its core. 

1. Square dance
The main part of the  
lesson begins with a 
kinaesthetic activity in a 
non-traditional classroom 
environment. Students 
take part in a dance-based 
warm up allowing them to 
consider and connect body 
language to shape and 
colour. It’s important for 
them to be on their feet  
with the music flowing. 
Allowing students to work 
in pairs is also a good 
confidence booster. 

To consolidate their 
understanding, students 
should justify why and  
how their body language 
linked to colour and 
emotions. This is a great 
opportunity to share video 
clips of movement to  
music with visual mark-
making outcomes.

Take your cue from Kandinsky and 
get students to cross pollinate their 
creative talents...

CAN YOU PAINT  
IT LOUDER?

STARTER ACTIVITY 
Put a quote on the board to get students  
thinking creatively about Kandinsky and his  
condition of synaesthesia, accompanied 
by visual worksheets depicting practical examples. 
This allows students to embrace and combine visual, 
practical and kinaesthetic learning. It’s a fast-paced 
activity and everyone should be able to participate 
in the deconstruction of Kandinsky’s work, make 
connections and communicate their ideas confidently. 
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to the music. The variety 
in musical styles helps 
students link to different 
colours, shapes and mark 
making - which they are 
then given the freedom to 
explore independently. 

It’s important for the 
teacher to circulate while 
activity is underway  
in order to question and 
ensure clear understanding.

3. Time to rewind
After each piece of music 
has finished, there’s time 
for a mini plenary in which 
students communicate their 
opinions and reasoning as 
to why they achieved the 
outcome they did - a perfect 
opportunity for ‘think, pair, 
share’. Tiered and extended 
questioning can also create 
challenge. 

Tiered questions
+ Can you recall the 
key characteristics of 
Kandinsky’s work?
+ What type of music do 
you think Kandinsky was 
listening to when  
he created this?

WHY  
TEACH THIS? 

As well as combining 
different subjects and  

skills, this lesson 
encourages students 

to trust the process and 
not be afraid  

of the outcomes. 

KEY  
CURRICULUM LINKS

+ Make connections  
with the work of other 

great artists to help the 
development of students’ 

own art forms
+ Explore and develop 

students’ creative  
thinking with a cross 
curricular approach

SUMMARY
Consolidate learning, check 
understanding and ensure 
progress is taking place by...

Using the progress paintbrush
Create a large class paintbrush (drawing 
it on the board or making one with sugar 
paper). The words ‘No Knowledge’ are 
written at the bottom of the paintbrush 
and ‘Confident Knowledge’ is written at 
the top. Students then write their names 
on sticky notes and position these  
where on this scale they think they are  
at certain times in the lesson. Questioning 
will help teachers with knowing if 
students have positioned themselves in 
the correct place.

Opening the gallery
Students walk around the room 
and are able to view all work by 
their peers; this can happen at 
any point in the lesson. Students  
would then discuss some of the  
positive areas of their peers’ work, e.g. 
who uses colour well, what shapes 
have been successful? Having leading 
questions as prompts may help assist 
group / class conversation.

Trying quiz, quiz, trade
All students get a fact card about 
Kandinsky (these cards can be 
differentiated by colour). Students move 
around the room to find a partner. They 
ask and answer each other’s questions, 
then trade and move on.  

GOING DEEPER
Offer students 

additional  
challenge by….
+ Translating 2D 

paintings into three 
dimensions.  

Flat shapes can be 
transformed using 

wire, card and foam.
+ Connecting painting 

to dance. Create 
artwork through 

listening to music and 
interpret this in dance 

/ movement to see 
how different marks 

are expressed through 
motion and mood.

teachwire.net/secondary

THE AUTHOR
Rachel Wiffen, head 
of art, Louise Craigie, 
head of creative arts, 
and Rosie Sansom, 

L2L co-ordinator, are 
all experienced art 

teachers at the Harwich 
and Dovercourt High 

School, as well as  
being exhibiting and 

working artists.

MAIN ACTIVITIES
2. Red hot salsa
The second activity 
challenges students  
to ‘be Kandinsky’ and 
experiment with painting 
and their own artwork in 
response to music. This 
is a pedagogical approach 
that tests key skills such as 
creativity, confidence and 
independence. 

The teacher’s role is 
to stretch students with 
leading questions that  
help each individual move 
forward at a pace that 
is both appropriate and 
challenging. 

We begin with three 
musical genres: classical, 
followed by jazz and salsa. 
Students are played each 
piece twice, which gives 
them thinking time and the 
opportunity to show quick 
and expressive reactions 

+ What type of mark 
making can be created 
through short, sharp sounds 
in comparison to long, 
flowing notes?
+ Compare and contrast 
your three pieces of work.
+ What colours link to 
certain emotions?
+ How does your piece  
of work relate to 
Kandinsky’s?
+ How have you combined 
body language with colour 
and sound?
+ How could you achieve 
different outcomes using 
different materials?
+ How could you  
translate your painting  
into a 3D form?

Students can continue 
their journey across 

Q What type of 
music do you think 

Kandinsky was listening 
to when he created this?

Lesson plan: Art & Design KS3 different musicalthemes, 
comparing and contrasting 
their outcomes and 
experiences. Annotating and 
deconstructing their own 
work with keywords and 
emotions links back to the 
learning objective. 

Lower ability students can 
be given keyword prompts 
and sentence starters when 
communicating. Higher 
ability students try to define 
why and how their work and 
journey progressed.

This fun, expressive 
outcome allows students to 
combine cross-curricular 
skills in an exhilarating and 
engaging atmosphere where 
fear of failure is unknown. 

FOR HOMEWORK
 Ask students to 

explore one of the 
following:

+ Explore and respond 
visually in a media of 

your choice to different 
genres of music that 

inspire you.
+ Create sounds, beats 

or music inspired by 
colour, shape, form or a 

painting.
+ Explore dance and 
movement through 

mark making.

For more  
resources visit
tinyurl.net/
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