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community, but also be 
accessible for students to 
improve on the work they 
have been doing in music 
and performing arts,” says 
Adam Smith, Trust media 
officer. “For more than ten 
years, the school held or 
participated in music events 
at the venue, giving 
students the opportunity to 
work and perform in a 
professional setting where 
the likes of Blur and 
Coldplay played in their 
infancy. Playing there also 
meant using equipment not 
available at school which 
they used for their GCSE 
music coursework. Since the 
venue closed, the Trust has 
invested in the professional 
sound and lighting 
equipment to offer students 
the same experience.”

At Clacton County High 
School, in Essex, a 
“significant” investment has 
been made into music 
resources and infrastructure 
recently, with a suite of 30 
iMacs equipping students 
with industry standard 
equipment to boost their 
chances in securing careers 
in the competitive sector.
Principal Neil Gallagher 
says it’s all about providing 
a curriculum with a healthy 
balance. “We recognise the 
importance of the arts 
within the curriculum and 
will continue to offer a full 
range of courses to our 
students. When specialist 
status was in place, we were 
a designated arts college 
and have always valued the 
impact the arts have on our 
students. The removal of 
specialist school status has 
not changed our 
commitment to the arts. 
Ultimately, students will 
have to make choices about 
what subjects they wish to 
continue to study from Key 
Stage 3 into Key Stage 4 
and I image smaller schools, 
in particular, are having to 
make very difficult choices 
about which courses are 
viable and which are not. 
The days of running courses 
with only a handful of 

Excellence campaign for a 
knowledge-rich curriculum, 
says: “Just as students need 
to know the outline of the 
humanities to understand 
how we got to where we are 
today, they need to 
understand music and the 
wider arts to appreciate the 
influence they’ve had on 
mankind, as well as their 
beauty and spiritual / 
emotional value in their own 

students are behind us with 
the budget cuts. Working in 
collaboration to provide a 
real curriculum breadth is 
arguably the only sensible 
way forward.”

No excuses
As far as Mark Lehain, 
principal of Bedford Free 
School, is concerned, there 
are no excuses for dropping 
music and it’s simply about 
priorities. 

“I don’t accept a squeeze 
on music is inevitable given 
Progress 8 or EBacc,” he 
says. “There has always 
been an emphasis on these 
core subjects and I would 
question why any head 
wouldn’t want every child 
who could manage it to 
study them. But there is 
plenty of time left within a 
school’s timetable for 
students to study a full 
range of subjects at GCSE, 
including music. Time has 
always been finite, it is just 
a matter of priorities. When 
I’ve spoken with colleagues 
at schools where they felt 
the arts were being 
squeezed, it’s often turned 
out students are being given 
discrete lessons in irrelevant 
stuff. So, there is time, it’s 
just schools have decided 
other things are more 
important. I respect a 
school’s right to do this – it’s 
what heads are paid to 
decide – but we mustn’t 
pretend it isn’t a choice, 
because it is.”

To ensure high numbers 
choosing music, Mark’s 
school increased the quality 
and amount of music 
students had in Year 7, 8 
and 9, with two lessons per 
week instead of one, and all 
students learn an 
instrument from scratch. 
They removed discrete 
lessons for PSHE, which is 
now delivered in other ways 
and even reduced the 
amount of time given to 
design technology in Key 
Stage 3. As a result, 20% of 
students pick music at KS4.

Mark, who is part of the 
Parents and Teachers for 

right. You can enjoy 
Beyonce at face value, but 
you can really appreciate 
her when you realise she’s 
building on Janis Joplin, 
Stevie Nicks and Tina 
Turner. You can dig Led 
Zeppelin and the Stones on 
their own, but they’re even 
more powerful when you 
know a bit about the blues 
artists they lovingly 
ripped off.”
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