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GREATER Anglia is set to trial a brand new
railcard exclusively for 26-30 year olds – which will
entitle them to a third off all train journeys.

As reported by MoneySavingExpert, it will be
first introduced by Greater Anglia Railways from
early December, with 10,000 initially available.

The Rail Delivery Group, who represents train
companies, have refused to comment on whether
there are plans afoot for the scheme to be rolled out
further in the future.

Document
However, it has been reported online that a

document circulated on a UK rail forum – wh i ch
appeared to be an internal Rail Delivery Group
briefing to staff dated last month – gives details of
the scheme and says the railcard “goes national in
early 2018”.

The Rail Delivery Group have not confirmed or
denied any details in the memo.

Railcard discounts
for 26-30 year oldsMakeover students build

a future in construction

Teens excel in learn a trade challenge

A MAKEOVER on a Harlow
school has given teenage volun-
teers access to a construction
q u a l i f i c at i o n .

Burnt Mill Academy won a
national competition earlier this
year with Absolute Radio, Wickes
and Volunteer It Yourself (VIY),
which combines volunteering and
DIY by challenging young people
to learn a trade and building
skill.

Forty students spent a week
with the VIY team to transform
an area of the school grounds.

Year 10 and 11 students worked
on an outside area to remove a
series of old planters to create an
outdoor performance or assemble
space, as well as building a new
raised planter decorated in school
house colours.

Q u a l i f i c at i o n
Mentored by volunteer profes-

sional tradespeople, students
gained a City & Guilds qualific-
ation in an introduction to car-
p e n t r y.

Sue Johnson, assessor for RM
Training, said: “We observed stu-
dents and questioned them on the
knowledge they had learnt during

the project to confirm they had
fully understood what they had
been taught.

“This project has been so good
because it’s real-life. Often, stu-
dents make a work bench out of
new wood, but with this they have
had to make good and recycle. It
really has been a ‘wow ’ p ro j e c t .

“Every single one of the stu-
dents has been absolutely amaz-
ing.

“They have been extremely
respectful, worked well as a team,
very polite, listened to their ment-

ors and not once stood around. I
have delivered this to more than
400 students and these have been
among the best.”

Students can use the entry level
qualification to work towards a
qualification in construction.

Alan Dalton, lead mentor for
VIY, said: “To achieve their qual-
ification, they have had to com-
plete a certain number of hours,
as well as become competent with
the tools.

“We have taught them how to
cut safely and how to use tape
measures, set squares, hand saws
and drills.

“These students have been
ridiculously good. They have
listened well to instruction; they
have been the best group we’ve
worked with in a long while.”

A dva n c e d
Toby May, a Year 10 student, is

keen to pursue a career in
carpentry and said: “My dad is
an engineer and he had taught
me the basics of DIY, but what I
have learnt here is more
a dva n c e d .

“I am looking forward to seeing
the outcome of our work.”

Tyler Joseph, aged 15, said: “I
have learnt basic DIY skills which
will help me in the future if I buy
a house and want to put shelves
up, for example.

“Now, I would know how to use
the tools to do the job.

“I have helped the school a little
bit and that feels pretty good.”

The students built planters decorated in school house colours
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Volunteer It Yourself helps young people to learn a trade

The students’ work earned them a City & Guilds qualification
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