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and answer the questions before
midnight on November 6.

To help everyone have a safe
and enjoyable Hallowe’en Hert-
fordshire Constabulary is offer-
ing the following advice to
children (and parents) who are
planning to go trick or treating:
never go trick or treating
alone and always take an adult
with you; don’t knock on the doors
of strangers (look out for
signs that trick or treaters are
welcome, such as Hallowe’en dec-
orations); keep your Hallowe’en
‘t r i ck s ’ safe – damage to property
or hurting someone is a crime;
remember road safety rules, par-
ticularly after dark; wear
something bright so that drivers
can see you.

■ HODDESDON

Guides help
HODDESDON District Guiding
has groups of Rainbows (ages five
to seven), Brownies (ages seven to
ten) and Guides (ages ten to 14).

They are part of the Girl Guid-
ing Association and help the girls
to be creative, be part of a team,
enjoy challenges, have adventures
and to be themselves.

Guiding provides lots of oppor-
tunities, these are possible
because of volunteer adults.

The group is looking for more
adults to join them, if you are 18
years of age and over and are
interested, look on www.Girlguid-
ing.org.UK to find information
you may want to know.

Also, for Hoddesdon District
contact lynn_obryan@hotmail.
c o. u k

■ MARDLEY HEATH

Vintage vehicles
MARDLEY Heath WI said good-
bye to the summer when a party of
members joined an area group
outing to the Swiss Garden, near
Biggleswade, with its companion
Shuttleworth collection of vin-
tage aeroplanes and motor
vehicles, all in great condition
and housed in immaculate
hangars, with copious historical
notes about their use in two world
wars and after. Some of us spent
hours looking at these machines,
while others just whizzed around
on their way to the garden, via the
shop and the restaurant.

As usual, they marked the sea-
son of mellow fruitfulness with a
product show – thank you,
Thelma Purchase, for organising
this so efficiently. They arrived
with entries to find tables already
prepared to receive the 17 classes
of items ranging from cooking,
gardening, writing, craft and pho-
tography. A colourful and inter-
esting display swiftly emerged.
While the judges did their work
on the many entrieswe listened to
a talk by Virginia Holden about
the two aspects of the charity
Medical Detection Dogs.

■ RUSHDEN

Lace making
THE Rushden Lace Club meets on
the first Monday of the month in
the village hall, and all types of
lace are made under the expert
tuition of Bridget Cook. Begin-
ners are welcome to join the
group, where tea, coffee and bis-
cuits are supplied. For more
information, call Eva on 01763
288357.

■ SAFFRON
WA L D E N

World flavours
FLAVOURS of the World comes to
King Street, Saffron walden on
Sunday, with up to 20 carefully
selected international stalls run
by international traders who sell
top quality artisan-produced
foods and craft products from
around the world.

Enjoy exotic flavours, unusual
aromas and delight in products
you might not otherwise see or
buy everyday including Italian
sweets and biscuits and delicate
nougats, unusual French cheeses
not easily found in the UK and a
stall which sells cured meats and
scrumptious rustic saucisson
sourced from every corner of
E u ro p e.

There are also specialist stalls
offering an unrivalled choice of
ground coffee and mustards.

As well as stalls to tempt the
taste buds, the market showcases
craft traditions – bowls and orna-
ments carved from Moroccan
marble, Baltic amber set into
handcrafted jewellery, finely
woven Italian clothing and rugs
and throws from Morocco and
T u rke y.

One stall sells an astonishing 60
varieties of beauty bars and nat-
ural soaps derived from olive and
argan oil.

For more information visit:
w w w. t h e m a rke t p e o p l e. c o m

■ SANDON

Green fingers
SANDON Gardeners’ Club meets
every second Monday of the
month at Sandon Village Hall at
7.30pm.

If you have an interest in
gardening, go along and join. New
members are always welcome.

Contact chairman John Hand-
ley at: johnhandley5@btinter
net.com for more.

■ SAW B R I D G E -
W O RT H

Morris meet
FIDDLERS’ Brook Morris meet
every Tuesday at 8pm at Allens
Green Village Hall near Saw-
bridgeworth. Why not come along
and give it a try for fun, exercise
and friendship and to help keep a
tradition going? Musicians also
welcome. Call 01279 723707 or
email neilandgillmunro@aol.com
or see our Facebook page.

■ STA N D O N

Teen dance
DDMIX (Diverse Dance Mix)
dance fitness classes are held
every Wednesday at Standon Vil-
lage Hall for teenagers between
5.45 and 6.30pm, term time.

No dance experience is
required, just lots of enthusiasm
and a pair of trainers. It costs £5,
which can be paid on the door
each week. Call Julie on 07971
699615 or visit: dancejamac-
ademy.co.uk for more details.

Fit for all
PURE Stretch releases muscular
tension, develops core strength,
and reduces mental and physical
fatigue. It is suitable for everyone,
easy to follow, sociable and light-
hearted. Call Denise, your local
fitness instructor, for times and
classes on 01920 823072 or 07703
277862.

Creative little ones
ART, craft and messy play classes
are held for under fives. The ses-
sions are held on Wednesdays
between 1pm and 1.45pm at Stan-
don Village Hall.

Email Becky to book a free trial
at: artexplorers1@gmail.com or
visit: www.artexplorers.co.uk for
more information.

Musicians and movers
PUT a jingle in your step and
become a morris dancer. Have a
bash at Cotswold dance traditions
with Standon Morris at practice
sessions on Thursday evenings.

The mixed side welcomes any-
one from 10 years old upwards. No
experience necessary, and it is
f re e.

The group gathers from about
8pm onwards in The Star before
heading down to Standon Village
Hall at 8.30pm. Musicians are also
needed to play.

To find out more, call Catherine
on 07808 969379 or send an email
to: standon.morris@gmail.com

■ STA N S T E D

Early GCSEs
A UNIQUE school structure
which sees students gaining
GCSEs from the age of 13 has been
hailed a huge success.

The Burnt Mill Academy Trust
(BMAT) launched a new cur-
riculum two years ago which sees
students in Year 9 and 10 at Forest
Hall School, in Stansted, take
GCSE courses and exams early.

Students study two complete
GCSE courses in one year, rather
than the traditional three years,
and enter Year 11 having already
banked four GCSE qualifica-
t i o n s.

The radical overhaul saw les-

DOWN YO U R W AY

sons for the upper school exten-
ded from 60 minutes to 100
minutes, with students devoting
two whole days each week to their
two GCSE options.

The move means students in
Year 11 can focus more of their
time and energy into the core
subjects of English, maths and
science. It also enables them to
take a range of subjects without
having to drop a core subject for
one they may prefer, such as
d a n c e.

The school now offers 22 sub-
jects, with photography and soci-
ology recent additions because of
the new structure, giving a much
broader curriculum than before.

Anna Myatt, associate head
teacher, said: “For a small school,
we are now offering a really thor-
ough curriculum, with real
breadth of choice.

“We would not have that
without this structure. Now, we
can make the curriculum more
bespoke for our students.

“Thanks to the 100-minute les-
sons, our teachers know their stu-
dents really well and are able to
meet their needs. We can get
through a lot more content and go
into topics much deeper with the
longer lessons. Time is not lost
moving between classrooms as
often and we have the time to go
out on trips without removing
students from other lessons.

“We are seeing students in Year
9 securing A grades so our cur-
riculum is allowing them to fulfil
their full potential. It gives them
real confidence going forward
and into Year 11 where they take
their core subjects.”

Students are assessed regularly
and are advised to leave subjects
which require high levels of lit-
eracy to the later years to allow
for further development. Those
who are not ready to take their
GCSEs in Year 9 are offered voca-
tional courses instead.

Year 7 and 8 continue with the
traditional lesson structure
because younger students benefit
from the shorter sessions, while
early interventions mean all stu-
dents are expected to reach their
absolute potential when they sit
their GCSE exams from Year 9.

■ WAT E R F O R D

Scuba dream
WATERFORD WI are due to hear
a talk on November 2 about how
one woman’s dream of becoming a
scuba diver became a reality.
Their October talk about patch-
work and the multitude of uses for
material remnants was very
interesting. They recently had an
excellent lunch at the Robin Hood
in Tonwell, and enjoyed a quiz
evening at Hertingfordbury WI.
They meet on the first Thursday
of every month at 7.30pm in
Waterford Village Hall, and
warmly welcome visitors.

■ WATTON AT
STONE

Autumn sale
SNAP up a bargain – toys, hand-
bags, jewellery, homemade cakes,
jams, chutneys, fudge, Christmas
decorations, books, tombola, bric-
a-brac – on Saturday from 1.30 to

5pm at Watton Memorial Hall,
High Street, Watton at Stone. In
aid of The Neuro Foundation
charity. Refreshments available
and a friendly atmosphere.

traditions with townsfolk

Children, parents, and staff from St Michael’s School celebrated harvest with members of the clergy at St Michael’s Church


