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WORK has now begun on building a brand new
primary school in Stansted Mountfitchet.

The Magna Carta Academy will initially operate
as an infant school with three year groups as of
September 2018.

On Thursday, September 21, pupils, parents and
staff were among those who gathered at the new site
to celebrate the start of its construction.

The new primary school, which will be based on St
Jo h n’s Road, was first opened a year ago as part of
the Burnt Mill Academy Trust (BMAT) and wel-
comed just one reception class in 2016.

Those numbers have since doubled with a second

class of pupils joining the school, which operates in
close partnership with Forest Hall School in
Stansted Mountfitchet, at the start of September this
ye a r.

Head teacher Amy Dias and her team have worked
throughout the last year to establish the school
within the community, while building relationships
with families.

She said: “Our families have put their trust in us
that we will deliver and we are extremely grateful
for that understanding.

“These children and their families are able to have
an input into how the school looks; we can listen to
what they want and to a certain extent take on board
what they want as we are starting from scratch.

“We have established an open and friendly school

and we intend for that to continue as we grow.”
Mrs Dias herself has been involved in designing

the school, having a say on how the school should
look.

“It’s a really exciting time for the children, too,
who are getting to watch their new school take shape
before their eyes,” she added.

“It will be great to move into our permanent
building and really develop our ethos and values and
grow even more than we have done so far.”

Parents of those at the school have given high
praise so far with Louise Dowding, whose daughter
Daisy is in Year One, said: “We love this school.

“The children are really happy and there’s a real
sense of family and community here.

“It was totally the right decision to send my
daughter here.”

Councillor Ray Gooding, Essex County Council’s
cabinet member for education, said: “Essex is con-

tinuing to grow and we have committed to spending
about £230 million on creating new school places
over the next three years.

“Projects such as this one are crucial if we are to
continue to meet the rising demand for school places
and I am delighted work is now underway.”

Vice-chairman of Stansted Parish Council Fran Richards, Councillor John Aldridge and Councillor Ray Gooding were among those who attended
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