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IT’S YOUR
COMMUNITY
We hope you like
your new
Obser ver
community pages
but they couldn’t
happen without
YOU. If your
school or college
has done
something you
think our readers
would be
interested in
hearing about,
please get
involved and
email all your
news, views and
pictures to us at
community@
hertsessexnews.
co.uk

THE staff at Thorley Pre-School
were over the moon to receive an
outstanding grade in all areas
from Ofsted during the
inspection that took place on
October 17.

During the inspection, the
inspector spoke to children,
parents and staff and stated in
the report that: “The manager
works extremely closely with
staff to continually strive for the
highest quality possible for
children and their families”...
“children show extremely high
levels of engagement”... “staf f
create an inspirational learning
e nv i ro n m e n t ”... “activities are
organised exceptionally well”...
and “children, including those
that have special educational
needs and/or disabilities,
develop excellent
communication skills.”

Wo n d e r f u l
The staff were delighted by the

wonderful comments given to the
inspector by parents,
grandparents and childminders
a l i ke.

Jean Palfreman, early years
manager said: “It is wonderful to
know that what we do, not only
for the children, but for families
and extended families makes a
difference and means so much to
eve r yo n e.

“We have always promoted
the ethos that Thorley Pre-
School is like one big extended
f amily.

“We love to see how much the
children progress during their
time with us and most of our
children come to us through
recommendation – it is great to
see younger siblings/cousins/
friends etc take up places with
u s. ”

Two years ago, Thorley Pre-
School opened the ‘Thorley Tree
To t s ’ group for children and
parents/carers in the term
before they start at pre-school to
help with the settling process
and guide parents with how they
can extend learning at home.

Pr aise
Some of the parent comments

included: “Tree Tots was really
good because we got to know the
setting, some of the staff and the
set out of pre-school – it was also
good as a parent for peace of
mind” and “We loved learning
bags we could have at home”.

They have a few places left in
their January Tree Tots sessions
for an Easter start in Pre-School
– more information can be found
on the website www.
thorleypreschool.co.uk or by
ringing the pre-school on 01279
503895.

The staff were more than
happy with the advice that the
inspector gave them on the day
“to continue to build on the
exceptional partnership working
with parents that helps maintain
ch i l d re n’s excellent progress and
we l l - b e i n g ”.

Pre-school staff
overwhelmed by
inspector’s praise

A GROUP of Sixth Form
students from Helena Romanes
School and Sixth Form Centre
in Great Dunmow were invited
to Magdalene College
Cambridge on Wednesday
November 22.

There, Dr Brendan Burchell,

of the Sociology Department,
and his students presented
their research projects, talked
about student life and
encouraged HRS students to
make applications to the
u n ive r s i t y.

Mr Farry, Head of Sociology

at HRS said: “It was a
wonderful day for both HRS and
the university students alike.

“Our students were given
real encouragement not to
think of the university as an
elite place of learning but open
to all.”

Sixth Form students were invited to Magdalene College Cambridge

Sixth form students get a taste
of life at Magdalene College

Monochroma, who won the
Best Band award, on stage

Staff and children at
Thorley pre-school
celebrate their
‘outstanding’ re p o r t
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NEXT year will mark the ninth
Bishop’s Stortford Picture
Book Award as part of the
annual Festival of Literature
held at Bishop’s Stortford
Colle ge.

The now well established and
highly respected, Picture Book
Award offers local schools the
opportunity to get involved by
voting for their favourite
picture book titles.

With this year’s titles already
shortlisted, voting is now
underway and will close on
December 8.

This year sees a record 18
schools taking part from across
Hertfordshire and Essex.

As the excitement builds
ahead of the Picture Book
Award ceremony, presented by
Horrible Histories illustrator
Martin Brown, on Wednesday
February 7, ticket sales are
already strong.

The shortlisted authors and
illustrators, along with an
audience of schools who have
taken part in the voting, will
find out which book has been
voted the pupils’ f avourite.

Maggie Garrett, senior
school librarian and archivist
said “I’ve really enjoyed seeing
the number of participating
schools grow year on year.

Favo u r i t e s
“Each year we try to predict

who might be the winner, but
this year is definitely much
more difficult as we have some
old favourites returning.”

The nominees, which include
several past winners, a re :

Bathroom Boogie by Claire
Foges and Al Murphy

Dogger (40th anniversary
edition) by Shirley Hughes

His Royal Tinyness by Sally
Lloyd-Jones and David Roberts

I Want to Go First! by
Richard Byrne

Kevin by Rob Biddulph
Oi Cat! by Kes Gray and Jim

Field
Old Hat by Emily Gravett
The Great Gran Plan by Elli

Woollard and Steven Lenton
Tickets to the Bishop’s

Stortford Picture Book Award
ceremony and other Schools
Events are available from
www.bishopsstortfordcolle ge.
o r g / 6 6 8 0 / f e s t iva l - o f - l i t e r at u re -
2018.

The Bishop’s Stortford
Picture Book Award is
sponsored by Tees.

Vote for
favourite
p i c t u re
book title

Illustrator Martin Brown

T HE quality and variety
of acts competing in the
annual Battle of the
Bands contest has been

praised by industry experts.

For the 11th year, students
took to the stage to battle it out
in the inter-school music
competition.

Eight bands from Burnt Mill
Academy and Mark Hall
Academy in Harlow, Epping St
Jo h n’s School in Epping, and
Forest Hall School in Stansted,
brought their singing and
musical talents to the spotlight.

For only the second year, a
band of Burnt Mill staff also
perfor med.

Despite the closure of venue
the Square, the contest
continued this year at Club Foot,
a new community venue based
at Burnt Mill.

Charly Richardson, from
Essex Music Services, said it
was an “absolute pleasure” to be
a guest judge at the “amazing

celebration of music-making”.

He said: “As lead officer of
Essex Music Services, the lead
partner in Essex Music
Education Hub, I see all kinds of
music-making around the
county, but was blown away by
the variety and quality of the
night.

“Nights like this are
important for so many reasons;
to celebrate the efforts and
talents of young musicians, to
create a sense of community
and, most importantly, to inspire

young people, parents and
carers about the importance of
m u s i c.

“I’m pretty sure I’ll be seeing
at least a few individuals or
bands from the event popping up
in the charts in ten years’ time!”

The overall winning band was
Monocroma, made up of Year 9
to 11 students from Burnt Mill,
Izzy Baker, Amber Butcher, Katy
Thomas, Ari Sanozidis, Libby
Slow and Isaac Cook.

Their prize is a full day at

recording studio Cosmic Audio,
in Epping. Mark Ashfield, of
Cosmic Audio, was also a judge.
He said: “I was honoured to be
asked to join the judging panel.
It was a joy to see so much talent
from such young musicians and
such excitement on their faces
to be performing and achieving
recognition for their good work.

“It was a tough call to pick the
winners – they are all winners.

“I can’t wait to get the guys
and girls in the studio enjoying
their prize.

The third judge was Lanie
Shears, councillor for Mark Hall
w a rd .

Joint organiser Joe Beckwith
said: “The competition this year
was among the best we have
seen. It was a really hot
competition and the atmosphere
was electric.

“The overall winners took a
step back from rock and instead
performed beautiful harmonies
which was a great contrast
against the punk, indie rock and
r ap. ”

Joint organiser Adam Smith,
former promoter at the Square,
said: “We hope to grow the show
in future, with more schools
involved and rounds of heats
ahead of a grand final.”

Essex Music Education Hub
provided funding for Burnt Mill
to buy the equipment from the
Square to enable the
competition – and other events –
to continue.

Electric atmosphere
as bands battle it out

FULL LIST OF WINNERS
■ Best Band: Monochroma
(Burnt Mill): Libby Slow, Izzy
Baker, Katy Thomas, Amber
Butcher, Isaac Cook, Ari
Sanozidis
■ Best Vocalist: Tiago
Loughran-Morais (Mark Hall),
Owen Stringer (Burnt Mill)
■ Best Guitarist: Bryony

Roberts (Mark Hall), Kristian
Pomfrett (Epping St John’s)
■ Best Pianist: Rosie Bennett
(Burnt Mill)
■ Best Bassist: Grace
O’Donoghue (Epping St John’s)
■ Best Drummer: Alfie Gorman
(Burnt Mill)
■ Best Image: Wreckless (Mark

Hall) - Ellie-May Mash, Madalen
Baynes, Brooke Collins, Max
Jones, Iris Harris, Rebecca
Mepsted, Gregor Collie
■ Best Entertainers: A a ro n
Eckley, Kristian Pomfrett,
Grace O’Donoghue, Sam
Wilson-Daines (Epping St
John’s)


