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The three Year 3 classes at 
Windhill21 visited the town centre 
for a ghost tour.

In all, 90 children plus staff  and 
parent helpers heard stories of  the 
Grey Lady wandering around 
Windhill and Bridge Street, and 
spent time hearing about 
unexplained events in the cellars 
of  Cooper’s of  Stortford, the 
Gourmet Turk – previously the 
Boar’s Head pub – and Prezzo 
(formerly the George Hotel). 

On the Thursday, one lucky class 
was invited to visit the Bishop’s 
Stortford Independent office in 
North Street, where editor Paul 
Winspear told the tale of  a former 
sports editor who, working alone 
one evening, thought he saw a 
figure walk down the stairs from 
the first floor to the basement and 
vowed never to work in the 
building alone again.

The classes were using the visit 
as an introduction to their literacy 
work, which this term is on the 
genre of  horror writing, while also 
enhancing their year group topic 
on magic. 

They got to hear about 
workmen’s tools mysteriously 
moving through the air, strange 
light phenomena and tales of  
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Year 11 students at Forest Hall 
School in Stansted are being given 
career guidance by 17 workers at the 
nearby airport.

Once a fortnight, the mentors 
spend time with pupils, focusing on 
producing CVs, application letters 
and revision plans, as well as 
discussing further education and 
career options. They also speak to 
students about their own career 
paths.  

Paul Conlon, director of  Year 11 
at the village secondary, said: “The 
mentors are from various 
professions, so we’re able to match 
the right mentor to each student. 
Students are focusing on a variety 
of  career options, including one 
looking at international business 
finance.

“The mentors are letting students 
know what they need to do to 
achieve their goals. The support 

will ensure our students are 
motivated to reach their full 
potential.

“It’s good for students to have a 
link with someone from the outside 
world who is not a teacher. The 
sessions are helping to boost their 
confidence and making them realise 
they’re good enough to achieve 
their ambitions. Anything that 
helps students towards their GCSE 
targets is a good thing.”

Airport workers mentor Forest Hall students

Windhill pupils on the trail of ghosts
Paul Winspear
paul.winspear@iliffemedia.co.uk

Gymnastic excellence was the aim 
when 22 pupils from 11 primaries in 
the Bishop’s Stortford Schools 
Network took part in an enrichment 
day.

The event for children in Years 4 
and 5 was organised by Little 
Hadham Primary as part of  the 
Stortford Challenge and Enrichment 

for More Able programme.
They were selected by their 

schools for showing a talent in 
gymnastics, and the event provided 
them with the opportunity to 
further develop their skills with 
coaches from Stortford Gymnastics 
on the Twyford industrial estate off  
London Road.

Little Hadham head Liz Stockley 
said: “Throughout the day, they 
challenged themselves using gym 
equipment they wouldn’t be able to 
access in their everyday primary 
school. In the afternoon, the 
children demonstrated their new 
skills to parents, who were all very 
proud of  their achievements.”

Young gymnasts put through their paces

ghostly sightings. These were 
discussed and children offered 
alternative suggestions to explain 

them. 
Upon returning to school, the 

classes asked tour leader Jono 

Forgham thoughtful questions about 
their trip. “All three classes were 
fully engaged with the visit, 

Stargazing Herts and Essex 
High School girl Ella Piron has 
been placed in the top 12 
students nationally for GCSE 
astronomy. 

The Year 11 teenager studied 
the subject as part of  an after-
school course run by Mary 
Compton, assistant head for 
science and engineering at the 
Warwick Road secondary.

The course has been run for 
over a decade and this is the 
fourth time that a Herts and 
Essex student has been placed 
in the top dozen by the Royal 
Astronomical Society (RAS). 

Ella was presented with a 
certificate to mark her 
achievement and has been 
invited by the RAS to take part 
in its exclusive poster 
challenge. Ella will be 
presenting further work to the 
society in February. 

Mrs Compton said: “We’re 
delighted with Ella’s 
achievement; it’s a great 
accolade and one of  which she 
should be very proud. She was 
a committed member of  the 
astronomy club last year, and 
her enthusiasm and hard work 
have really paid off.”

Ella’s a shining star
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Pupils in the cellars of 
the Bishop’s Stortford 
Independent office on 
their ghost trail 
Picture: Melissa Page

remaining interested and 
enthusiastic throughout,” said Mr 
Forgham.

Bishop’s Stortford pupils took part in a gym enrichment day Picture: Little Hadham Primary School


