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YOUR EDUCATION NEWS

PASSMORES Pop Choir got
the audience into the festive
mood when they were
invited to sing at the Bush
Fair Christmas Light Up.
Singing seasonal favourites

including Silent Night, Santa
Baby and a rousing chorus of
Jingle Bells, the girls were
accompanied on piano by
teacher Miss Schultschik.
Jenna Buller, a regular in

the choir and performer in
Passmores School
productions said: “It was a
cold night but so welcoming.
Everyone got involved and
joined in with the singing.”
Miss Schultschik revealed

many of the choir members
nearly didn’t make it to the
event, as they had been out
on school trips that day.
“We had a real panic,” she

said, “but literally within
seconds a choir of three
turned into a full choir.
“It was bitter cold but

there was lots of audience
participation and kids
singing along.”
The choir performed at

Passmores Senior Citizens’
Tea Party, Sumners Care
Home and Passmores
Christmas Concert this week.

Partnership
gives pupils
access to
new courses

studying the two option
subjects.
Mrs Tooley said: “These

soft links allow our students
to flourish and have access
to the curriculum Burnt Mill
is offering.
“At the same time, it gives

Burnt Mill students access

to our state of the art
facilities.
“All education providers

should be working together
to improve outcomes for
learners and share resources.
“Sir Charles Kao is a

provision based purely
around the STEM (science,

technology, engineering and
maths) subjects and even if
we do not have the students
on our role, why should
other students in the town
not benefit from our
facilities.
“It also improves the ethos

of this school as students get

a sense of pride from seeing
others wanting to use the
facilities.”
A science study club is also

now being held at Sir Charles
Kao for students from both
schools and students are
working together on
fundraising campaigns.

A SCHOOL partnership is
enabling Harlow students to
access state-of-the-art
facilities and extra courses.
Burnt Mill Academy and

Sir Charles Kao UTC are
working together for the
benefit of students at both
sites.
While Burnt Mill is

oversubscribed with space at
a premium, practical science
lessons are now being taught
to Year 11 GCSE students at
the neighbouring school’s
modern facilities.
The move has enabled Sir

Charles Kao to also offer an
extension to the science
award to its own students
which was not possible
before due to staffing and
timetabling restraints.
Lisa Tooley, head of school

at Sir Charles Kao, said:
“Students at Burnt Mill were

asked if they would like to
have their practical science
learning in our fabulous,
state-of-the-art labs.
“As we only had a few

students at Sir Charles Kao
looking to take these
classes, it was not financially
viable to put them on
until this partnership was
formed.
“Now, once a fortnight,

students from both sites
come together for a 100-
minute practical lesson to
carry out experiments
together.”
As well as science, Burnt

Mill students are also
studying GCSE geography
and Spanish two days a
week at Sir Charles Kao,
making uses of spare
teaching space.
On those days, students

spend all day on site

Students from Burnt Mill Academy and Sir Charles Kao having a shared science lesson in the state-of-the-art facilities of
Sir Charles Kao UTC

Choir gets audience in festive mood

The choir
sings some
Christmas
favourites

AS part of a drive to collect
food supplies for those most
in need this Christmas,
students from Passmores
Academy got involved in
promoting Harlow
Foodbank at Tesco, Church
Langley.
MP, Robert Halfon went

along to provide support and
for hours, the students
worked tirelessly, appealing
to the generosity of local
shoppers.
Their hard work paid off,

as enough donations were
gathered to fill a staggering
51 crates.
As if that wasn’t enough,

many of them stayed behind
to help pack the crates ready
for distribution.
Harlow Foodbank feeds

almost 300 people each
month, with around 40% of
these being children.

Passmores Academy staff
member Jo Busson said: “I
could not be more proud of
our young people giving up
their free time to help others,
especially those who chose

to stay longer to keep
helping.
“We were all overwhelmed

by the customers of Tesco
and how generous they were
with their donations.”

Youngsters
encourage
shoppers to
donate food

MP Robert Halfon joins Passmores Academy students
promoting Harlow Foodbank at Tesco, Church Langley


