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Students and staff  from Kazakhstan 
and Denmark flew in for exchange 
trips to schools in Bishop’s Stortford 
and Stansted. 

A party of  10 youngsters and two 
teachers from one of  Kazakhstan’s 
new Nazarbayev intellectual schools, 
in the capital Astana, visited 
Birchwood High School in Bishop’s 
Stortford. The Kazakh schools are 
state-funded but highly selective, 
aiming to educate the future 
intellectual elite of  the central Asian 
country, which shares a border with 
China and Russia.

The group spent time with sixth-
formers at the Parsonage Lane 
secondary and visited London and 
Cambridge.  

Birchwood hopes this link with 
education in the Kazakh capital is 
the start of  a productive exchange 
programme with a rapidly 
developing country, alongside its 
work with link schools in South 
Africa and India as part of  the 
Inter national Ambassador 
Programme. 

Principal Dr Chris Ingate said: “I 
think it’s really important for our 
students and staff  to link up with 
schools across the globe. Being 
located near a large international 
airport means that we need to keep 

our eye on globalisation.
“I know the two members of  staff  

well as they visited Birchwood last 
year and I went to their school last 
Easter. Every time we have 
international visitors, we learn so 
much about our respective lives and 
our students really appreciate the 
experience.”

Meanwhile, a group of  Danish 
students experienced life in and 
around Stansted, thanks to an 
exchange visit to Forest Hall School.

The 13-year-old girls from 
Søndervangskolen in Hammel, part 
of  one of  Europe’s largest farming 
estates, spent three days at the 
village secondary. They and their 

teachers stayed with Forest Hall 
families while they got a taste of  life 
in the UK.

As well as taking part in a regular 
school day with their Years 7, 8 and 
10 peers, the visitors enjoyed 
traditional British activities, such as 
a cream tea, a trip to the London 
Dungeons, the London Eye and to 

see the festive lights on Oxford 
Street.

Sully Sautron, head of  modern 
foreign languages, said: “The Danish 
students visited Forest Hall to get a 
feel for what it’s like to be a teenager 
in England. Although their English 
was very good, it was also an 
opportunity for them to practise and 
improve their language skills while 
with us.”

Forest Hall students and teachers 
will take part in the two-way 
exchange to Denmark next spring. 

Stephen Hehir, executive head, 
said: “Working with our European 
neighbours and working with our 
new friends helps our students to 
develop their confidence and the 
desire to join in. 

“This exchange programme 
develops our students’ softer skills, 
which are just as vital as grades 
which will help them to outshine 
others and be successful later in 
life.”

Schools welcomes exchange
pupils from across the globe
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Danish students visit Forest 
Hall School in Stansted

Students entertain diners at airport hotel
A choir of  a dozen 
Year 7 to 11 students 
from Forest Hall 
School performed 
Christmas songs at the 
Novotel hotel at 
Stansted Airport.

The pupils from the 
Stansted secondary 
were invited by 
Stansted Airport 
Chamber of  
Commerce to 
entertain diners 

arriving for a 
Christmas lunch.

Music teacher Julia 
Lysons said: “The 
students enjoyed 
performing and 
having the 
opportunity to show 
to the public what 
they can do.”

They enjoyed  
mince pies as a thank-
you for their 
performance.

Classmates forgo treats to 
help those less fortunate
The school council at Hillmead 
Primary organised a reverse 
Advent calendar to collect 
goodies for the Bishop’s 
Stortford Food Bank.

Over the course of  a fortnight, 
instead of  receiving something 
each day, the children decided to 
give something to those less 
fortunate than themselves. 

During the first week, pupils 
collected festive treats, like 
boxes of  chocolates and 

Christmas puddings. The 
following week, everyday items 
such as teabags and pasta were 
brought in.

Jane Towns, from the food 
bank, visited the school to speak 
to the children and took the 
donations away with her.

Helen Wardle, office 
administrator at Hillmead, said: 
“I’m not sure exactly how much 
was collected, but it certainly 
looked like a lot.”
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Secondary community warms to  
knitting for premature babies

New mums and their premature 
babies will be able to bond more 
quickly, thanks to students in 
Stansted.

Pupils at Forest Hall School are 
giving up their spare time to knit and 
weave ‘bonding squares’.

The pairs of  squares will be given to 
mums and babies at the neonatal unit 
of  St Thomas’ Hospital, London, to 
help them to bond.

Claire Gannon, textiles and child 
development teacher, said: “One 
square goes to the mum and the other 

goes to the baby. Then, each day, they 
swap and their scents help with the 
bonding process.

“We have students knitting and 
weaving squares during their lunch 
breaks and mums, nans and members 
of  staff  are knitting them at home, so 
the whole community is getting 
involved.

“Our students like to get behind a 
cause and they’re really enjoying 
doing it. It’s proving quite a sociable 
thing to do as they come and knit 
while they have their lunch.”

Fortnight of fun 
benefits Riding  
for the Disabled

Riding for the Disabled has been 
boosted by two weeks of  fundraising 
by students at Forest Hall School in 
Stansted.

Harrier House pupils at the village 
secondary hosted events including a 
coffee morning, ‘name the teddy’ 
competition, raffle, cake sale, games, 
tombola, penalty shoot-out and the 
opportunity to put anonymous 
messages on candy canes which were 
delivered around school by a 
Christmas elf.

Students also made Christmas 
wreaths, sweet cones, hot chocolate 
cones and Christmas cards to sell to 
raise money, and paid 50p to wear a 
Christmas jumper for the day.

The annual event is held by each 
house in the school at various times 
throughout the year. 

Harrier House students spent three 
months planning the events and 
making products to sell during their 
tutor time.

A total of  £450 was raised, beating 
last year’s total of  £380.

Claire Gannon, head of  Harrier 
House, said: “The idea of  charity 
fortnight is for all students to get 
involved. By supporting a local charity, 
students realise and appreciate there 
are people living nearby who need a 
little extra help.

“The event also brings all of  the 
year groups together to work towards 
the same purpose. We often see quieter 
students step up and take the 
opportunity to shine during charity 
fortnight.”
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Forest Hall School children knit for charity

Forest Hall School’s fundraising fortnight

‘Close-knit family’ of perfomers 
stage an  orphany good Annie

Students at Birchwood High School 
made easy work of  It’s the Hard 
Knock Life for this year’s Christmas 
production.

Fifty students from Years 8 to 13 
worked tirelessly to produce their 
version of  the Broadway and West 
End musical Annie, spending 
evenings, weekends, lunch and break 
times mastering their song-and-dance 
routines. 

A spokeswoman for the Parsonage 
Lane secondary in Bishop’s Stortford 

said: “As ever, the cast has become a 
close-knit family, looking out for each 
other and performing as a cohesive 
ensemble. 

“Tiered seating and a spectacular 
set gave the whole production that 
extra-professional edge.

“The drama and music departments 
would like to thank all staff  members 
involved, as events such as this really 
are such a team effort. Special thanks 
go to Haggis the dog, who behaved 
impeccably throughout the shows.”

Birchwood High School 
students perform Annie


