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We know that reading for pleasure improves academic outcomes – but 
how can schools persuade today’s tech-savvy teens to pick up a book 

for fun? Kelly Clark has been finding out...

PAGE TURNERS

E  nglish teacher 
Luke Richardson, 
of Nottingham, is 
trialling PAWS For 

Reading with his KS3 
students to develop not only 
their reading, but their 
thinking about reading. It’s 
a scheme that uses a 
drawing of a paw as a 
prompt for feedback, with 
the headings Predict, Again 
and Wonder printed in the 
three digits, and Summary 
on the pad.

“The idea is they fill in 
Predict before they start 
reading,” explains Luke. “If 
it’s a book, they should be 
able to have a good guess 
about what’s coming up in 
the next chapter. If it’s a 
text you’ve chosen, show the 
title, the first line or a 
picture linked to it, and see 
what they come up with. 
Read the text, then read 
through it Again – if it’s a 

whole chapter, ask students 
to note things down as 
they’re reading. Then 
discuss – is there is 
anything they’re not sure 
about? Is there anything 
they need to clarify, or 
words of phrases they don’t 
understand? What do they 
Wonder about the text? Are 
there any questions they 
have about what is going to 
happen? Why did this take 
place? Summary is the 
tricky part – if students can 
do it effectively, they’re 
doing well. Can they 
summarise the text they’ve 
just read? Have they missed 
any parts?”

At Forest Hall School, in 
Essex, there’s a whole 
package of programmes in 
operation aimed at 
inspiring students to get 
interested in literature. 
Initiatives include Drop 
Everything And Read 

sessions in form time; fun 
‘shelfie’ photo challenges of 
students with their books; a 
‘guess the teacher’s 
favourite childhood book’ 
competition with clues 
posted around school; and a 
murder mystery where 
students have to read clues, 
police and lab reports to 
work out who committed the 
crime. Throughout 
December last year, an 
advent calendar campaign 
promoted a book video 
trailer every day to 
encourage students to pick 
up and try a new title, while 
on World Book Day students 
read an entire book in a day, 
with the first ten minutes of 
each lesson dedicated to 
reading it together. And 
that’s just some of the ideas 
being used.

“I even read to my form 
class,” says librarian Sarah 
Wedgbrow. “Some students 

may never have experienced 
being read to by an adult 
before. It’s important for 
them to hear the words so 
they can access the 
narrative and imagine it – 
the story element to reading 
is really important. We are 
constantly trying different 
things, but always making 
sure they are relevant to our 
learners’ lives.”

Personal choices
Teachers are coming up with 
their own tactics, then, to 
inspire students to pick up a 
book and read. But as far as 
Kamilah Hale, founder of 
the tuition company Kin 
Learning, is concerned, it 
doesn’t have to be a book, 
particularly, so long as 
young people are choosing to 
read at all. “We find our 
older students often have 
two issues with reading,” 
she points out. “One is 
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