
Observer, Thursday, February 1, 2018 11BIH-EO1-S2

H E RT F O R D S H I R E ’S own pop
star George Ezra will be head-
lining Standon Calling this sum-
m e r.

The Budapest singer joins the
previously announced legendary
crooner Bryan Ferry, as well as
Paloma Faith in toping the bill at
the East Hertfordshire festival.

Standon Calling is set to be a
homecoming for George, who
grew up just down the road from
the festival’s Standon Lordship
home in Hertford.

George said: “This will be the
closest to a homecoming gig that
we have ever performed!

“I have family and friends that
are at the festival every year and
they absolutely love it, I hope me
performing doesn’t change that
for them…

F l at t e r e d
“I was very flattered to be asked

to play by the guys at the festival
and can’t wait to get up on stage.
Does anybody know what the
fancy dress theme is this year?”

Festival founder Alex T is
expecting the roar from the crowd
will be able to be heard from
Hertford when George takes to
the stage on the Saturday night.

He said: “We are really excited
about this year, every year we
keep getting bigger and bigger.

“It is George Ezra’s homecom-
ing show, he grew up just down
the road. I can’t wait to see the
buzz that is going to go all the way
to Hertford High Street when he
takes the stage.

“Georg e’s family and friends
have visited the festival for
many years so it will be great for
them to be able to see him play
h e re. ”

BRIT award winning pop star

Paloma Faith will be headlining
on the Friday night. it was also
announced this week.

Alex said: “Paloma played Stan-
don Calling nine years so it is
great to have her back.

“Standon Calling has a great
track record of finding artists
when they are smaller who then
go onto have massive success, like
Florence and the Machine and
Mumford and Sons.

“We have focused on the live
acts for this announcement, but
we will be making an announce-
ment with the more electronic
acts at the end of February. So
watch this space.”

As well as the three headline
acts, a range of other artists have
been announced for Standon Call-
ing this summer.

They include electric power-
house Goldfrapp, who Alex said
“would have been headlining in
other years”, local favourites the
Cuban Brothers and The Hor-
ro r s.

B r i t a i n’s Got Talent winner
Tokio Myers, Django Django,
Maribou State, Little Simz, The

Marmozets, The Amazons, Pale
Waves and Ibibio Sound Machine
will all also be playing at Standon
Lordship this summer.

And many more acts are going
to be announced before the fest-
ival transforms Standon into “the
f u t u re ”  – which is the theme of
this year’s festival.

With four areas – cosmos, a
utopian vision of the future, a
dystopian area which will “come
alive at night” and Earth 2.0. Alex
is expecting a parade of robots,
aliens and other fancy dress cos-
t u m e s.

Wack y
Horrible Histories will be

returning to the family stage, hav-
ing brought their wacky history
of Britain to Standon Calling for
the first time in 2017.

Andy and the Odd Socks has
also been announced for the fam-
ily stage.

The festival will run from July
26 to July 29 in Standon Lord-
s h i p.

Tickets are available from
s t a n d o n - c a l l i n g . c o m / t i cke t s
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Students
excel in
Primar y
tables
FOREST Hall School in Stansted
is celebrating pupils’ scores in
the primary school league table
having turned around its
fortunes in recent years.

The league table was topped by
a Roydon primary school as part
of the Burnt Mill Academy
T r ust.

The trust, comprising eight
schools in total, has topped the
national league tables for
primary outcomes with its
results at The Roydon Primary
School, as well as at
Freshwaters, Cooks Spinney and
Little Parndon in Harlow – the
top Essex primary school.

Progress scores in reading,
writing and maths at the
Roydon-based school were
considered well above average,
according to a Government
performance chart.

Allan Osborne, executive
principal and leader of the west
Essex hub of BMAT, said: “Ye t
again, we are smashing through
barriers and demonstrating that
anything can be achieved with
high expectations and the will to
succeed.”

Executive head for the north
Essex hub Stephen Hehir, added:
“For the third year in a row,
Forest Hall School has achieved
well above national standards.

“This is a testimony to the
hard work and determination of
our wonderful staff who go above
and beyond each day.”
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Visit newmarketholidays.co.uk/hemCall 0330 160 7723 QUOTE

HEM
These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. ATOL protected 2325. Subject
to availability. Single supplements apply Standard phone charges

Dubrovnik &
Montenegro
8days from£889 Flying direct from London
Stansted, June, September &October 2018
This holiday showcases one of Europe’s most idyllic regions.
Tour highlights
Spend three nights on the beautiful Makarska Riviera

Visit Split, Trogir, Dubrovnik and the Bay of Kotor

Spend a day in the beautiful Krka National Park

 Journey south via historic Mostar, with its famous bridge

 Four nights in close to walled Dubrovnik

Spend a full day discovering idyllic Montenegro

 Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced tour manager

Seven nights’ half-board touring hotel accommodation,
return flights and transfers

*Book by 14 Feb 2018 quoting code JANSH8. Prices shown do not include discount. Offer subject
to availability andmay bewithdrawn at any time.

–– Plus ––
Low

Deposits

Save
£50
per person*

Ravello, Positano&
theAmalfiCoast
8days from£809 Flying direct from an airport
near you, May to October 2018
Some of Southern Italy’s most celebrated resorts.
Tour highlights
Spend seven nights in a classic Southern Italian resort

Discover and explore ancient Amalfi and hill-top Ravello

Catch your breath on the vertiginous Amalfi Drive

Visit delightful Sorrento, above the blue Bay of Naples

Wander the remains of once-thriving Roman city Pompeii

Enjoy amemorable boat trip to idyllic Positano

 Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced tour manager

Seven nights’ four-star half-board hotel accommodation,
return flights and transfers

*Book by 14 Feb 2018 quoting code JANSH8. Prices shown do not include discount. Offer subject
to availability andmay bewithdrawn at any time.

–– Plus ––
Low

Deposits

Save
£50
per person*


