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speeches are incredibly
polished. To prepare, I put
students in front of parents,
teachers and, most
intimidatingly, Year 10
students, so that on the night
nothing could scare them.

“On the night itself, I took
them out into the cold and
made them project their
voices as if they were talking
to the lamppost across the
street – an exercise the
judges said paid off!”

The school relaunched its
debate society recently
where students in Year 7 to
11 come together to express

‘Children cannot believe what life
was like at their school back then’

UNUSUAL techniques are
paying off for school debate
society students.

Members of the debate
society of Burnt Mill
Academy, in Harlow, have
been practising their
speeches – by talking across
the street to lampposts.

The technique, to teach
students how to project their
voices, has resulted in
success at the Youth Speaks
public speaking competition,
held at Bishop’s Stortford
College.

Students spoke
passionately about LGBTQ+
rights, suffragettes and our

obligation to vote, with Year
8 pupils Lauren Burgess,
Isobel Baker and Josephine
Edwards overcoming stiff
competition to become
runners-up.

Maths teacher Angus
Hally, who runs the after-
school club, said: “Like all
great success, this has come
from pure hard work.

The successful students
have trained twice to three
times each week to perfect
their speeches.

“They have to think about
their voice, gesticulation,
movement, humour, passion
and tone to make sure their
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their views.
The club is also promoted

as a way of keeping up to
date with current events, to
build confidence, to become
part of a team and to take

part in competitions.
Each week, students

practise their debating as
well as train to improve their
skills.

The club members will

take part in the Oxford
Schools Debate Competition
in January and February,
competing with other
students from around the
country.

Scare tactics pay
off for academy’s
fearless debaters

Kieron Barwick with the Rotary Club president, Lauren Burgess and Lauren Mar tin
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IN recognition of its
commitment to tackling and
preventing bullying in
school, Passmores has
achieved the BIG Award
(Bullying Intervention
Group) for the fourth
consecutive year. This is a
national award for excellence
in bullying intervention and
is endorsed by national
awarding organisation NCFE.

Val McFarlane, director of
BIG Award Training and

Resources, said: ‘I am
delighted that Passmores has
continued their good
practice and has been
consistent in their approach
to bullying and friendship
issues, which occur in every
school or organisation.
Congratulations to staff,
students and parents for
excellence in challenging
bullying.”

Notably, Passmores is the
first school in Harlow to

receive this accolade, which
was awarded after they
demonstrated commitment
to ensuring that students
learn in a positive and
inclusive environment. Roxy
Ahmad, specialist support
co-ordinator at Passmores,
explained that to achieve the
award, evidence must be
provided which proves that
effective strategies for
challenging bullying are in
place.

These include showing
that staff and student
prefects are well trained in
ensuring the safety and good
behaviour of all students. In
addition, there must also be
an up-to-date, robust anti-
bullying policy in place.
Passmores was also praised
for its approach which
includes students’ families in
its anti-bullying work and for
the work of peer mentors.
The mentors have been
specially trained in active
listening skills and act as a
first point of contact for
anyone who wishes to
discuss issues with their peer
group, before taking any
serious concerns to an

appropriate adult.
The Passmores principal,

Vic Goddard, said: “As a dad
I know how upsetting the
thought of my child being
bullied is.

“As a teacher I know that
in a building with almost
1,200 young people in, there
are going to be times when
not everyone gets on.

“Striving to achieve the
BIG Award means that we
review our systems and
processes thoroughly to try
and ensure that we are doing
all that we can to prevent,
avoid and stop bullying
happening. Bullying is such
an emotive issue and, as
parents, we naturally see
things through our own

child’s eyes and it can cause
real tension. However, by
achieving the BIG Award we
are clearly demonstrating
that we take these situations
seriously and are learning
from the best practice out
there so we can continue to
live up to our school motto
of “improving upon our
best’.’
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Pa ss m o res
leads fight
on bullying
in classroom

A 77-year-old former pupil at
Roydon Primary School is
helping to bring history to
life for today’s children.

Rob Harknett was a pupil
at the school, then named
Roydon County Primary
School, between 1945 and
1953. His father Arthur
attended in 1907 and his
three siblings, seven cousins
and two sons followed.

The family moved into a
newly built house in
Hansells Mead in 1939, with
Mr Harknett’s mother living
there until she died in 2012
at the age of 96.

Mr Harknett, who still lives
in the village, is sharing his
memories and photos with
the school as they piece
together its 140-year history.

Head of school Michael

Clark is keen to develop a
timeline through the
corridors to show children
the history of their
community since the school
was built in 1877.

The collection already
includes a punishment book
from 1954, photos of the
school’s football teams
throughout the generations
and original logbooks.

Mr Harknett has supplied
images from his life in
Roydon and at the school
where his overriding
memory of attending
Roydon was the harsh
conditions.

He said: “It was always
cold. I can remember
walking to school in really
bad weather wearing shorts
and shoes that leaked. When
it snowed, our boots would
fill up and we would get
chilblains. We would spend
all day at school cold. The
only heater was in the corner
where the teacher sat.

“It was pretty strict. To get
your attention, the teacher
would just clump you
around the ear, as they
would if you misbehaved. I
never really got into trouble,
though, I was accused
instead of being the
teacher’s pet!

“I can remember one day
when I had pleurisy
(inflammation of the lungs) I
could hardly breathe and so
was making a lot of noise.
The teacher clumped me
and told me to go home. I
got as far as the school gate
and collapsed; I couldn’t
walk I was so unwell.”

Mr Harknett also
remembers school dinners
as being “not very nice”,
with a rotation of stew, toad-
in-the-hole and shepherd’s
pie followed by semolina or
custard served at the nearby
Congregation Hall. While
they were occasionally
served a spoonful of malt
and concentrated orange, Mr
Harknett said: “We all have
bowed legs as we didn’t have
a very good diet or

vitamins.”
Despite these difficult

moments, Mr Harknett’s
overriding memories of
school are happy. He said: “I
have a lot of fond memories.
You remember the cold as it
was so uncomfortable, but
the memories are happy.”

While so much has
changed since Mr Harknett’s
days at Roydon, much has
stayed the same. He said:
“My last teacher at the
school, Mrs Bull, used to
keep me back at the end of
school for extra English
lessons as I was never top of
the class. I was not very
happy about staying back at
the time as I had a paper
round to get home for, but
she was trying to help me.”

Children then were not
allowed to use pen and ink
until they reached the
seniors, while today’s
children are not given a pen
licence until they develop
good handwriting.

While “reading, writing
and arithmetic” were top of
the agenda, much like today,
by contrast boys were taught
gardening while the girls
learnt how to cook.

When it came to physical
activity, Mr Harknett
remembers the rush for the
basket of plimsoles before
PE. He said: “Nobody had
much of their own, it was all
school equipment. The
school provided plimsoles
and everyone would dive
into the big box to try and
find the right size and a
matching pair. We had a
school football team and
played against other schools
and we were taken to an

outdoor swimming baths for
swimming lessons.”

As Harlow town celebrates
its 70th anniversary this year,
Mr Harknett remembers:
“We didn’t travel much in
those days and Harlow was
five miles away. I did go to
Mark Hall School, but it was
not completely built when I
started there.

“We used to have an
annual school excursion
from Roydon to Southend
instead which was a good
memory. That one-day trip
was all we had to look
forward to as we didn’t have
holidays. The whole school
would go, as well as our
parents. There would be five
or six coaches lined up
outside school to take us.”

Mr Harknett said without
TV, radio or sweets, his day
consisted of going to school,
going home for tea and in
bed for 6pm – a treat would
be staying up until 7.30pm.

Mr Clark said: “The
children today would not
believe what life at their
school was like back then.
It’s amazing how different it
is in such a small period of
time, while some things are
still the same, like the things
we teach.

“History is something the
children are interested in
and want to learn about. We
are using all of these
anecdotes to teach them.”

If you have memories,
stories, photos, reports or
books from you or your
family’s time at Roydon
Primary, particularly during
the 1920s to 1950s, get in
touch on admin@
roydon.essex.sch.uk

77 year old former Roydon Primary School student Rob Harknett sharing memories from his time at
the school


