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App-y days are here as te c h n o l o g y
co m pa ny ’s CEO pays visit to college

HARLOW College was
delighted to welcome Tim
Cook, CEO of Apple, to meet
staff and students to see how
they are adding coding and
app development to skills for
their students in future
careers.

Tim was there to celebrate
the announcement that
Harlow College is one of 70
colleges and universities
across Europe to adopt

Everyone Can Code, a
program designed by Apple
to help everyone learn to
build mobile apps using
Swift, a programming
language already used to
create over 250,000 apps to
date including AirBnB,
TripAdvisor and Yelp. During
the visit Tim joined a group
of Level 2 IT students
learning to code with Swift
Playgrounds on iPad,

listening to their experiences
of using the app for their
learning and asking them
about their aspirations.

He tweeted following his
visit, on January 19, to say
“thanks to students, teachers
and staff @HarlowCollege
outside London, one of the
first in Europe to adopt
Apple’s App Development
with Swift curriculum. Keep
learning, keep coding!”

Nathan, 16 said: “I was
really excited knowing that
the CEO of Apple was
coming to our class.

“I wanted to show him
how much the Swift
Playground app has helped
in my learning.”

Athena, 17 was equally
excited: “Tim seemed very
interested in how we were
getting on using Swift
Playground in our learning.

“I was impressed with how
down to earth he was.”

Karen Spencer, College
Principal said: “At Harlow
College, we recognise that
learning to code will help
students prepare for a
technological future.

“It develops their
approach to problem
solving, logic and reasoning,
as well as reinforcing key
mathematical skills.

“Everyone Can Code
demonstrates how any
student can code by
providing a unique and
innovative environment for
learning.”

In November the College
was awarded Apple
Distinguished School status
for its enterprising approach
to transforming learning by
instilling and developing
digital confidence.
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A REAL-LIFE lesson in
French was given to students
on a trip abroad.

Year 7 and 9 students from
Burnt Mill Academy, in
Harlow, spent two days
putting their language skills
to use in France.

Students visited markets in
Lille and Arras, tried French
food and took on a range of
challenges, including
speaking with shop owners
and interviewing locals.

Teacher Guylaine
Ganzhorn said: “The trip was
about putting what they had
learnt in the classroom into
practice.

“For Year 7, it was about
getting them engaged in the
topic and to develop an

interest and for Year 9 it was
to support their GCSE course
which involves a lot of
culture.

“All of the students loved
the visit. It was a brand new
experience for them and, for
many, the first trip without
their parents.

“They were a bit nervous
at first about speaking
French, but they all gave it a
go and were really
enthusiastic and realised
they could do it.

“Year 9, in particular, were
really pleased as it proved to
them they knew far more
than they had realised.

“Trips like this really help
students to understand what
we talk about in lessons,
having been there and
experienced it for
themselves.”
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