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Ro c k n ey
star Chas
l a u n c h es
ca m pa i g n

performing on a public
piano at St Pancras station,
which has been viewed more
than 16 million times, always
grabs people’s attention.

“This is the start of a wider
project where we would like
to see pianos in public

spaces in Harlow and
Stansted. I see daily in
schools how a piano can
draw people together and
how it highlights a common
interest in those who may
not necessarily interact
otherwise. This is the first

event like this we have held.
It’s more than just a
screening as we’ll have the
filmmaker and some of the
stars of the film in
attendance and performing,
making it a fully interactive
experience.”

Henri said: “Street pianos
are a fun way to bring people
together and share stories.”

Tickets, costing £10, for
the screening at 7.30pm on
March 29, are available at
musicglue.com/
clubfootharlow

ROCKNEY star Chas Hodges
– one half of Chas and Dave
– is helping to launch a
musical campaign in Harlow.

The musician, whose
partnership is famed for its
pub sing-a-long style of
music, appears in new film
Instrument of Change: Street
Piano.

The documentary looks at
the trend of street pianos
which are popping up
around the world and bring
players and audiences
together. A screening by
Club Foot at Burnt Mill
Academy, in Harlow, will be
attended by Chas and Henri

Herbert, former member of
the Jim Jones Revue. who
will also perform live on the
night. The event will be the
launch of a fundraising
project to bring street pianos
to public places in Harlow.

Adam Smith, Club Foot
venue manager, said: “I’m
really excited to be able to
host this event. After
watching the film, I was
inspired to do something.
I’ve worked with Henri and
Chas on many occasions,
promoting their gigs in
Harlow and travelling the
country with them. A
YouTube clip of Henri
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YOUNG people in Harlow
dream of being surgeons,
zoo keepers, dentists,
teachers – and popstars.

Children at Cooks Spinney
Primary Academy and
Roydon Primary Academy
were challenged to go into
school dressed for their
dream job.

The aspirational schools
encouraged pupils to indulge
in their dreams, whatever
they might be.

Michael Clark, head of
school at Roydon, said: “At
Roydon, we are privileged to
have such a supportive
community; the outfits
children came into school in
were brilliant! Our school
motto is Dream, Believe,
Achieve and our dream job
day rally did relate to this.
Our children have some
wonderful dreams and
aspirations and we hope we
as a school can go a long
way to helping them achieve
their dreams.”

Neil Stirrat, head of school
at Cooks Spinney, said: “The
aim of the day was simple –
to have fun and raise
aspirations.

We want our pupils to
always think about why they
attend school and what they
need to do to achieve their
dreams, however ambitious

those dreams may be.”
Stuart Pope, executive head
for both schools, said the
Burnt Mill Academy Trust is
about helping young people
to achieve their goals, no
matter where they start in
life.

He said: “My philosophy
for achieving outstanding
outcomes for all young
people was summed up on
our simple dress-up day.
When challenged to come
into school dressed for their
dream job, we didn’t follow
the example set by some
other schools of banning
footballer, vlogger and
popstar costumes. Why put
barriers on young dreams;
why not give them the belief
all of those dreams – no
matter how wild – really are
within reach. That’s what I
believe and that’s what we

Fancy dress time as pupils imagine
what it will be like to do dream jobs

teach our children. Once
they have that belief in
themselves, we give them the
tools, the characteristics and
the drive to get them there.

“Our dress-up day wasn’t
just full of YouTubers and
racing drivers, though, our
young people also dream of
becoming doctors, zoo
keepers, dentists and
teachers. Our young people
are imaginative and
ambitious. The day really
reflected the aspirational
tone of our schools. It was
more than just a dress-up
day, it showed they are
already thinking about what
they want in the future and
what they need to do to
achieve it.”

Teachers across the
schools also dressed as
superheroes, actors and
sports stars.

Chas Hodges – one half of Chas and Dave, appears in new film Instrument of Change: Street Piano

Cooks Spinney Primary pupils
dressed for their dream jobs
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Primary is
now one of
the best in
the country
THE journey of
improvement continues at a
Harlow primary, spurred on
further by it being confirmed
as one of the best in the
country.

Little Parndon Primary
Academy was placed sixth
nationally in the latest
Department for Education
school performance tables
for its Key Stage 2
achievements, with it taking
the top spot for reading
results, where 96 per cent
achieved national standard.

The table shows 84-
percent of pupils at the
school are meeting the
national standard expected
of them in reading, writing
and maths. Reading and
maths progress is well above
average and writing is
considered to be above
average. The overall results
mean the school is in the top
ten per cent of schools
nationally and the third best
in Essex.

When the Burnt Mill
Academy Trust took control
of the school in 2015, it had
been given a Requires
Improvement grading by
Ofsted.

Sophie Laing stepped in as
head of school and set about
turning the situation around.

She said: “The school was
ranked below 300 on the
table previously; it was near
the bottom. We have taken

the school from the bottom
to the top in a couple of
years. The school has never
been near the top, nationally
or in Essex.

“The turnaround has
happened through
developing excellent
teaching, by carefully
crafting a bespoke
curriculum, by creating a
sense of comradery across
the school and in Year 6,
particularly by adopting the
Incredibles theme. We finely
tuned each child’s
curriculum timetable and
became acutely aware of the
various needs of those
individuals.

“It has been a three-year
process to get to this point.”

New leaders were brought
in to focus on improving
teaching, children’s progress,
attainment, reception and
Year 6 transition, early years,
literacy, numeracy, Key Stage
1 and special educational
needs.

Mrs Laing, now executive
headteacher of Little
Parndon and Freshwaters
Primary Academy, said:
“Expectations were raised,
the quality of teaching was
improved and children’s
needs were met which
resulted in these wonderful
SATs results. Progress has
always been good at the
school, but now with the
change in culture the

attainment is where children
are making headway. The
model we have implemented
is sustainable and will see
these standards continue.

“I am proud and blessed to
have such highly skilled and
dedicated staff who bring the
very best out of all the
children. I am immensely

pleased for the children and
their families.”

With the school having
now also secured a Good
Ofsted rating, next on the list
of improvements is the
school environment.

Mrs Laing said: “Now we
are going in the right
direction with our parents

behind us, I am going to
focus on creating an
outstanding environment for
our children. Our vibrant
PTA are devoting the year to
fundraising for new outside
play equipment and I am
researching sensory rooms to
install in the school next
year.”

An additional classroom,
which will be freed up when
the large Year 6 group move
on next year, will become
the new library and ICT suite
and the existing library will
be used for the sensory
space. The kitchen is also
being developed into the
Little Parndon Pantry.
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Pensioners enjoy afternoon full of fun, food, entertainment and dancing
PASSMORES Academy
warmly welcomed local
residents to its annual Senior
Citizens’ Tea Party for an
afternoon of fun, food,
entertainment and dancing.

This yearly celebration is
usually held in the run up to
Christmas but had to be
postponed due to inclement
weather in December. As a
Passmores tradition and
much anticipated event, it
was decided to reschedule
the party to take place this
term as a counterpoint to the
winter blues. Staff and
student volunteers pulled
out all the stops to ensure
the guests were treated like

VIPs, with each one receiving
a present which had been
donated by school staff.

Passmores staff member
and organiser of the event,
Lynn Fitzpatrick said: ‘Every
year the guests really look
forward to it and have an
amazing time. They
particularly love talking to
our students who help out,
and I receive so many
compliments about what
lovely young people we have
here.

This year we had more
people attend than ever
before’. Returning guests, Mr
and Mrs Hibbitt, agreed,
with Mrs Hibbitt saying:

‘We’ve been coming here for
about four years now and we
really enjoy it. We like to
support the kids; they work
so hard and it’s lovely
chatting to them. They give
us a good laugh and the
entertainment is always
good’.

The popular Passmores
Pop Choir provided the
music and was enjoyed by
first-time guests, Babs and
Herby Goward. Mrs Goward
said: ‘It has been a lovely
day. The food and the
entertainment were
amazing. The older students
even managed to get us up
to dance!’

The journey of improvement continues at a Harlow primary

Local residents enjoying
the annual tea party


