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Faulty valve forced plane into 
emergency landing - report

A flight from Stansted Airport 
which suffered depressurisation 
at 37,000 feet and went into 
emergency descent last year 
had a faulty valve which caused 
air to leak from the plane, an 
investigation has found.

The Boeing 767 flying from 
London Stansted Airport to 
Rzeszow-Jasionka Airport, in 
Poland, took off  on March 19 at 
9.21am before a siren sounded 
and a cabin warning light said 
the plane was depressurising.

The report from the Aircraft 
Accident Investigation Branch 
(AAIB) concluded that a fault in 
the positive pressure relief  valve 
(PPRV) was the cause of  the 
incident, despite both valves 
being replaced during 
maintenance that had taken 
place recently.

An hour-long post-
maintenance check was also 
completed the day before the 
incident.   

In accordance with the 
emergency procedure for rapid 
depressurisation, the co-pilot 
sent a may day call and the 
passenger oxygen system was 
deployed before beginning an 
emergency descent. 

AAIB also found the co-pilot 
had to be assisted with his 
oxygen mask and he thought he 
may have been suffering some 
degree of  hypoxia, a lack of  
oxygen to the body. 

The average rate of  descent 
during the emergency descent 
was approximately 4,500 feet per 
minute. 

As the crew had just passed 

Amsterdam, they decided to 
divert there. 

The flight and its 262 
passengers and nine crew 
members arrived unhurt at 
Schiphol Aiport at 10.07am. 

The report concluded: 
“External inspection of  the 
aircraft revealed that the 
indicator flag on the upper PPRV 
upper door flap was visible, 
indicating that the valve had 
operated in flight, allowing cabin 

air to leak overboard.  
“The maintenance checks of  

the replacement valves did not 
identify the defect with the faulty 
PPRV.

“The event was a failure to 
pressurise correctly, rather than 
a sudden depressurisation and 
the crew’s timely actions in 
identifying the problem and 
carrying out the appropriate 
emergency procedure ensured a 
safe outcome.”

The plane was en route from Stansted Airport to Poland when the incident took 

place. Picture: MARK DAVISON
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Harry Potter theme

A school in Stansted celebrated 
the 20th anniversary of the 
Harry Potter series with a 
Fantastic Beasts-themed 
evening.

For the annual Harry Potter 
Book Night, students from all 
year groups at Forest Hall 
School indulged in everything 
Hogwarts, with stalls offering 
face-painting, potion making 
and make your own dragon egg 
crafts.

Table quidditch, a book stall 
by Sawbridgewords and 
refreshments including butter 

beer and Hagrid’s rock cakes 
made by Year 8 students were 
also on offer.

Best costume went to Sam 
Corbett, Year 7, who dressed as 
Aragog, Hagrid’s spider friend 
who lives in the Forbidden 
Forest.

Sarah Wedgbrow, librarian 
and English teacher, said: “This 
is the second year we have 
organised this event and we’re 
already planning to make next 
year bigger and better. It’s 
always great fun to see so many 
fans of  the books come together 
to promote a love of  reading.”
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