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ST MARK’S West Essex
Catholic School’s annual
musical production played
to packed houses last week
as children and adults
enjoyed splendid
performances of Beauty and
the Beast over a two night
run. In addition, 250 primary
school children from five
local schools enjoyed a
performance especially for
them.
Produced and directed by

Head of Drama, Rachel
Chisnall, the production was
engaging and full of fun.
Emma Knudsen was

perfect in the role of Belle,
James Heinz a suitably
fierce, yet sensitive, Beast
and both were well
supported by strong
performances from the other
principal players.
The musical

accompaniment, performed

by staff and pupil musicians
under the direction of Sarah
Kinsella, brought to life Alan
Menken’s beautiful score
and the school hall was
transformed by a stunning
set created by Art Technician
Sharon Carroll, who also
made some very imaginative
costumes.
With a cast of 52 across all

age groups, who had
rehearsed after school and at
weekends, the production
gave actors, singers, dancers
and musicians a special
opportunity to showcase
their many talents.
Rachel Chisnall said: “The

extremely enthusiastic
response from visiting
primary school pupils and
the paying audience
exceeded all my expectations
and I am incredibly proud of
all those who were involved
in the production.”
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Youngsters
have a ball
searching
for owner
of lost shoe
ONCE upon a time, Prince
Charming found a shoe –
and wrote to pupils in
Harlow asking for help in
finding the owner.
Pupils in Turner and

Hockney classes at Little
Parndon Primary Academy
wrote back to the prince
asking for more information
about the shoe.
Prince Charming replied,

telling pupils the shoe was
seven cubes long.
Stephanie Galliers, Early

Years Foundation Stage
teacher, said: “Hockney and
Turner Class became very
busy and measured their
own shoes and everything
else in sight to try to find out
who the shoe belonged to.
“Both classes replied to

Prince Charming sending all
of their measurements and
asking if we could meet him.
A couple of moons later,
Prince Charming sent a

reply, thanking us for
helping him and saying he
would love to meet us, too.
He invited us to a ball in the
ball room.
“We all made shopping

lists of food we would like,
cooked and dressed up for
an amazing event.
“Prince Charming –

executive principal Allan
Osborne - arrived on his
horse and we danced the
hour away until the clock
struck 12 and Prince
Charming had to rush off
before his coach turned into
a pumpkin.”
Mr Osborne is leader of

the West Essex hub of
schools in the Burnt Mill
Academy Trust.
Mrs Galliers said: “All the

work we have done this term
was aimed towards this
event. It gave the children a
purpose for learning and
made learning fun.”
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Stunning Beauty and the Beast brings the house down

Students dressed up for the ‘amazing ball’ to find the owner of the shoe

Some of the cast of 52 from across all age groups
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HOLDTHEFRONTPAGE:

WANNABE journalists made
the front page when they
visited the Guardian
newspaper.
Year 6 pupils from Little

Parndon Primary Academy,
in Harlow, took a trip to the
London newsroom of the
national tabloid.
Reporters and sub-editors

talked the 60 pupils through
the process of putting a
newspaper together,
explaining how to gather and

Production team spotlight falls on
Academy‘s Year 8 tech students
A SHOW’s production team
was made up of 12-year-olds
for the first time.
Year 8 students at Burnt

Mill Academy, in Harlow,
took charge of the lighting,
sound and projection for a
recent production.
They were supporting Year

9, 10 and 11 students who
performed ‘DNA’, the set text
for this year’s GCSE drama

course. Phil Watson, lead
practitioner in drama, said:
“Our senior drama company
auditioned for roles in the
full-length production.
“For the first time, a Year 8

tech team added the design
aspects, which are an
important part of the GCSE
course.”
The black comedy explores

the nature of human

violence through a group of
teenagers.
Mr Watson said: “It is

hard-hitting and challenging
to the audience.”
The audience included

students from fellow Burnt
Mill Academy Trust School,
Royal Docks Academy, as
well as GCSE and Trinity Arts
Awards students from Burnt
Mill.

write stories and design
pages.
During a workshop, pupils

put together their own
newspaper front pages and
were challenged to complete
their work to a tight
deadline.
The trainee reporters

researched and wrote stories
focusing on science and the
environment, before sub-
editing the articles, writing
headlines, selecting images

and completing their pages.
Jayne Lilley, lead

practitioner, said:
“Visiting the Guardian
newspaper was amazing for
the children.
“Visits like this give real

meaning to what children
are learning at school.
“They have been so

inspired by their day at the
Guardian that pupils are now
keen to launch their own
school newspaper.”

Year 8 students at Burnt Mill Academy in Harlow took charge of the lighting, sound and
projection for a recent production.

Pupils designed their own front pages Students took a trip to the London newsroom of the national newspaper

The students are inspired to launch their own newspaper following the visit

Budding reporters
inspired to launch
school newspaper


