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Faraday Challenge Day trophy won
by St Mark’s school bright sparks
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150 students audition for
School of Rock musical
A SCHOOL production is
promising to be the biggest
and best yet.

Excited students at Burnt
Mill Academy, in Harlow,
were keen to audition for the
School of Rock having seen
the West End musical
recently.

In fact, many requested to
audition on the coach on the
way home. Interest was so
high, a second audition day
had to be put on and a total
of 150 students tried out for
parts.

Cristin Casey, director of
performing arts at the Burnt

Mill Academy Trust, said:
“Having taken students to
see the show in London,
there was a huge buzz
around auditioning for our
school production.

“Every student in the
school was given the
opportunity to audition for a
part. The show will feature
lots of acting, music and our
school bands.

“We believe we are the
School of Rock with our very
own rock venue on site here
with Club Foot. It is almost
written for our facilities and
so many of our students are

in bands already.
“We are celebrating the

legacy of rock music-making
that has gone on through the
years at Burnt Mill.”

PUPILS from St Mark’s West
Essex Catholic School, who
competed in a local schools’
challenge against Stewards
and Passmores, were thrilled
to win the Faraday Challenge
Day, scooping a prize for
themselves and a trophy for
the school.

It was organised, and run,
by the Institute of
Engineering and Technology
as part of its commitment to

show young people the
benefits of careers within
Science, Technology,
Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM).

The Challenge Day gives
pupils the opportunity to
research, design and make
prototype solutions to
genuinely tough engineering
problems, in addition to
enabling them to experience
working as an engineer for a

day. All the pupils involved
worked enthusiastically
throughout the day and were
a credit to their individual
schools.

St Mark’s science teacher,
and coordinator of the
challenge, Godfrey Osei said:
“We were very pleased to
win the competition.

“Our school is passionate
about giving our students
new and exciting

opportunities to engage in
STEM subjects.

“A strong UK economy
relies on great engineering
output, and it is crucial to
get the engineers of the
future interested at an early
age.”

The St Mark’s team now
progress to the national final
to compete for a cash prize
of up to £1,000 for the
school.

The winning team: Frederyk Lukasik, Jerodine Boamah, Shalom
Chizango, Ellisa Appleton, Aaron Hynd, and PJ Fausto

Excited students were
keen to audition

The entrants from the three schools


