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Aca d e my ’s
‘Give Up
Clothes for
Good’ plan
YOUNG people in Harlow
are giving up clothes for the
good of poorly children.

Burnt Mill Academy is
supporting the Give Up
Clothes for Good campaign
by high street retailer TK
Maxx.

By donating unwanted
clothes, the school is helping
the chain to raise vital funds
for Cancer Research UK’s
work around childhood
cancer.

Kayleigh Trainor, head of
humanities, said: “We were
keen to get involved in this
project to raise awareness of
the work of Cancer Research
UK, especially as we have
had students at school who
have undergone treatment
for cancer or have had
relatives diagnosed with
cancer. So many people

today are affected by cancer
and so everyone is keen to
help.

“Our students are always
looking to get involved and
help those in need. Charities
are always blown away by
the support of our students.”

Key Stage 3 leaders are
promoting the charity
mission among peers.

Deputy head girl Daisy
Broughton, Year 11, said:
“Any help we can give is
good. We have put posters
up around school and have
been speaking in assemblies
and during tutor time to
remind people to bring in
their donations. So much has
been brought in already.

“As you get older, one of
the best qualities to have is
to give without receiving.”

The campaign follows on

from the school’s donation
of coats to the homeless for
Wrap Up London and goods
to Harlow Food Bank at
Christmas.

Since 2004, TK Maxx has
raised more than £32m for
Cancer Research UK’s work
through stock and cash
donations. Of that, more

than £28m is supporting
research into children’s
cancers specifically and £4m
supporting general cancer
research.
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OVERTURNED desks and
cardboard shields were a
necessity for a school
reading session.

Year 3 pupils at
Freshwaters Primary
Academy, in Harlow,
stepped back in time and got
creative as learning came to
life.

Teacher Sam Roberts
tasked pupils with making
their own Roman shields out
of cardboard to illustrate
what they were learning in
class.

The history theme carried
over into literacy and
drama as they used their
shields to act out scenes
from The Moonshine Dragon
book.

Mrs Roberts said: “In the
story, a character comes out
of the book on the floor and
anyone who touches them
shrinks down to the same
size.

“There is then a battle to
get the character back into

the book.
“Pupils had to act out a

scene and decided they
would like to use their

Children bring history books to life using
their colourful handmade Roman shields

Roman shields in their
performance.

“They had such a lovely
time, they didn’t even realise

they were learning history
and literacy.

“Once a week, we get
involved in role play, so they

can immerse themselves in
the story we are reading.

“It shows me they are
understanding, especially

when they use the
vocabulary from the book.”

Pupils also wrote stories
based on the book, using
their own good and bad
characters from other tales
to demonstrate their
understanding of the
concept.

Teresa Avey, head of
school, said: “Language and
vocabulary is a focus for the
children at Freshwaters and
teachers support this by
planning lessons involving
drama and role play.

“They do so because
this provides opportunities
to recycle the language
the story contains
through retelling and acting
out.

“Providing children with
this kind of fun opportunity
to use and apply the
vocabulary learnt means it
becomes ingrained and
understood – this is then
seen in the application of
their writing.”

Students stepped back in time and got creative as learning came to life

Burnt Mill Academy students are supporting
the Give Up Clothes for Good campaign
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A HARLOW school could
become a travelling theatre
venue.

Burnt Mill Academy is
taking part in a free pilot
event which could see
visiting performances hosted
at the school.

The school has been
working with A New
Direction, which works to
ensure all children and
young people can develop
their creativity and play an
active part in the culture
and heritage of their
community.

GCSE drama students in
Year 9, 10 and 11 and those
studying the Trinity Arts

Award watched So Many
Reasons, a play by writer and
performer Rachel Ofori.

Drama teacher Benjamin
Eva said: “We have been
piloting the programme by A
New Direction, who like to
enrich students’ experiences
of the arts and make it
accessible for all.

“They are bringing new
writers and different styles of
theatre to the forefront of
performance.

“This was a pilot event to
potentially turn our school
into a travelling theatre
venue to enrich students’
theatre experiences, to
expose them to professionals

in the business and enrich
their inclusion in theatre and
the arts.”

So Many Reasons is about
a second-generation
Ghanaian woman being
raised in Britain under the
rule of her strict Ghanaian
parents.

The one-woman show
looks to connect different
cultures and experiences for
today’s communities.

Students took part in a
Q&A session where they
asked about the play, how to
improve their own
performances and to gain
valuable skills for their
future.

Junior leaders inspired to ‘leave a
l e g a cy ’ by setting a good example
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Sc h o o l ’s travelling theatre vision
will make arts more accessible

Junior leaders are tasked with working on projects to benefit the school and those around them

The pilot event could see visiting
performances hosted at the school

PUPIL leaders are working
hard to leave a legacy behind
at their primary school.

A team of 16 pupils at
Freshwaters Primary
Academy in Harlow have
been appointed members of
the Junior Leadership Team
(JLT).

The pupils, from Year 3 to
6, are tasked with setting an
example to their peers and
working on projects to
benefit the school and those
around them.

Since Christmas, the JLT
has already inspired the
school community to raise
more than £260 towards new
iPads to enhance lessons, as
well as donating goods to the
homeless.

Sue Preston, higher level
teaching assistant, said: “The
JLT has a heavy focus on
charity work. Instead of
supporting the large national
charities, they felt it would
be nice to help those closer
to home, here in Harlow.

“I have been really pleased
with the response we have
had to our fundraising and
charity events, especially as
they came so soon after
Christmas. It goes to show
how much our children and
families want to get involved
and help.”

A black and white themed
day saw pupils pay to dress
in the chosen colours as a
nod to the days of black and
white television.

The idea was that of
Hannah Hamid, Year 6, who
said: “When I was thinking of
ideas for the JLT, I wanted
something that would fit
with the theme of

technology. In the old days,
they did not have colour TVs,
so I thought that would be
perfect.

“I felt really proud of
myself when I saw everyone
dressed in black and white. It
gave me confidence to see

everyone liked my idea.
“As JLT members, we want

to be role models and to
inspire other children. I want
to leave a legacy when I
leave Freshwaters.”

The day will be repeated
several times throughout the

year. The JLT has also
inspired peers to collect vital
items needed by Harlow
charity Streets2Homes to
help those living on the
streets. Classes donated lip
balms, combs and brushes,
sponges, flannels, socks,

pasta and soup pots,
deodorant, toothpaste,
toothbrushes and baby
wipes.

Ronnie McManus, Year 5
JLT member, said: “It feels
really good to help people
who do not have much and

are sleeping on the streets.
Everyone has brought
something in; I was
surprised when I saw how
much had been collected.”

Kerrie Easman,
Streets2Homes CEO, said:
“This is such a wonderful
initiative and means so
much more than the much-
needed essential items
donated. For those who do
not have a home to know the
community wants to help
them is so good for their
morale and self-esteem.

“For young people to
display such thoughtfulness
and empathy is really
inspiring. Streets2Homes are
truly grateful for the
donations, effort and
thought from all involved.”

Four pupils per class are
appointed JLT members
each year after going
through an application
process, which includes an
interview and speech.

Each member is also
linked to a class where they
help with organising
resources and supporting
their peers.

Teresa Avey, head of
school, said: “The JLT
provides children with the
perfect opportunity to
express their views and
opinions. During assemblies,
children come up with these
great ideas to help others
and we are very fortunate
our parents are supportive
and help them to achieve
their goals by donating
money and the various
objects required.

“We feel pupil voice is
important.”


